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NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT 
National Environment Policy Act (NEPA) 

1(3$�UHTXLUHV�WKH�2I¿FH�RI�6XUIDFH�0LQLQJ�5HFODPDWLRQ�DQG� 
(QIRUFHPHQW��2605(��WR�GLVFORVH�WKH� 

potential environmental impacts 
�LQGLYLGXDOO\�DQG�FXPXODWLYHO\��DQG�WR�FRQVLGHU� 

reasonable alternatives 
WR�WKH�PLQLQJ�SODQ�PRGL¿FDWLRQ�SURSRVDO��1(3$�DOVR�UHTXLUHV� 

public involvement 
LQ�WKH�HQYLURQPHQWDO�UHYLHZ�SURFHVV�DQG�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�
 

FRPPHQW�RQ�WKH�SURSRVHG�SURMHFW�
 

7KLV�(QYLURQPHQWDO�$VVHVVPHQW��($��ZLOO�KHOS�2605(�HYDOXDWH� 
ZKHWKHU�WKH�SURSRVDO�ZRXOG�KDYH�VLJQL¿FDQW�HIIHFWV�RQ�WKH� 

TXDOLW\�RI�WKH�KXPDQ�HQYLURQPHQW��HLWKHU�LQGLYLGXDOO\�RU�FXPXODWLYHO\�� 

7KH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�LPSDFWV�LV�GH¿QHG�E\�context��ZKLFK�LQFOXGHV�VRFLHW\�DV�D�ZKROH��WKH�DIIHFWHG� 
UHJLRQ��DIIHFWHG�LQWHUHVWV��DQG�WKH�ORFDOLW\��DQG�WKH�intensity��RU�VHYHULW\��RI�WKH�LPSDFW�� 

The level of analysis�GHSHQGV�RQ�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�LPSDFWV�� 

• Categorical Exclusion (CE) ²�&DWHJRULHV�RI�IHGHUDO�DFWLRQV�WKDW�IHGHUDO�DJHQFLHV�KDYH�
 
GHWHUPLQHG�GR�QRW�KDYH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�LPSDFW
 

• Environmental Assessment (EA)�²�)HGHUDO�DFWLRQV�WKDW�UHTXLUH�DQDO\VLV�WR�GHFLGH�ZKHWKHU� 
WKH\�ZRXOG�KDYH�VLJQL¿FDQW�LPSDFWV� 

• Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)�²�)HGHUDO�DFWLRQV�WKDW�ZRXOG�KDYH�VLJQL¿FDQW�LPSDFWV� 

,I�2605(�GHWHUPLQHV�WKHUH�ZRXOG�EH� ,I�2605(�GHWHUPLQHV�WKHUH�ZRXOG�EH� 
QR�VLJQL¿FDQW�LPSDFWV��D� VLJQL¿FDQW�LPSDFWV�WKDW�FDQQRW�EH� 

)LQGLQJ�RI�1R�6LJQL¿FDQW�,PSDFW� PLWLJDWHG�WR�D�OHYHO�RI�QRQ� 
�)216,��ZRXOG�EH�LVVXHG�DQG�WKH� VLJQL¿FDQFH��DQ�EIS�ZRXOG�QHHG�WR�EH� 
1(3$�SURFHVV�ZRXOG�EH�FRPSOHWHG�� SUHSDUHG�� 

2605(�ZLOO�XVH�WKH�1(3$�GRFXPHQW�WR�GHYHORS�D�0LQLQJ�3ODQ�'HFLVLRQ�
 
'RFXPHQW�DQG�PDNH�D�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�WR�WKH�
 

$VVLVWDQW�6HFUHWDU\�IRU�/DQG�DQG�0LQHUDOV�0DQDJHPHQW
 


