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Table 30.2-2  Nutrient Content at Various Stages of Growth for Forage Species Used in Revegetation Seed 

Mix 

 

 

Species 

 

Stage of growth 

DP
1
 

(%) 

ME
2
 

(kcal/lb) 

P
3
 

(%) 

Carotene 

(mg/lb) 

Alkali sacaton  

(Sporobolus airoides) 

vegetative 5.3 950 .24 45.00 

flower 7.2 890 .22 - 

mature 3.4 880 .14 25.00 

standing cured 1.4 750 .08 0.67 

Fourwing saltbush 

(Atriplex canescens) 

vegetative 9.4 1180 .21 65.00 

mature 6.5 1060 .19 25.00 

standing cured 5.8 847 .10 18.01 

Galleta 

(Pleuraphis jamesii) 

vegetative 5.6 845 .20 - 

boot 5.4 845 .06 - 

mature 4.4 621 .12 25.00 

standing cured 1.9 429 .08 0.92 

Giant dropseed
4
 

(Sporobolus giganteus) 

vegetative 5.4 1090 .24 46.00 

boot 4.2 973 .22 - 

mature 3.9 933 .10 0.52 

standing cured 1.6 913 .05 0.61 

Indian ricegrass 

(Achnatherum hymenoides) 

vegetative 9.0 1276 .26 35.00 

flower 5.6 992 .25 0.40 

mature 4.2 851 .15 - 

standing cured 1.4 760 .09 0.09 

Sand dropseed 

(Sporobolus cryptandrus) 

vegetative 5.4 1090 .24 46.00 

boot 4.2 973 .22 - 

mature 3.9 933 .10 0.52 

standing cured 1.6 913 .05 0.61 

Shadscale 

(Atriplex confertifolia) 

vegetative 9.1 918 .17 25.00 

mature 8.1 920 .14 22.00 

standing cured 4.4 916 .06 - 

Western wheatgrass 

(Pascopyrum smithii) 

4th leaf 5.0 1068 .20 - 

boot 11.9 1080 .26 60.00 

mature 3.9 1000 .16 - 

standing cured 4.4 995 .10 0.10 
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Table 30.2-2 (continued) 

 

 

Species 

 

Stage of growth 

DP
1
 

(%) 

ME
2
 

(kcal/lb) 

P 

(%) 

Carotene 

(mg/lb) 

Winterfat 

(Krascheninnikovia lanata) 

 

vegetative 9.0 960 .27 35.00 

boot 8.2 842 .18 25.00 

mature 6.1 749 .19 20.00 

standing cured 6.0 488 .14 5.00 

Scarlet globemallow 

(Sphaeralcea coccinea) 

vegetative 12.2 1344 .18 - 

full leaf 9.4 1270 .18 - 

mature 8.1 1264 .15 - 

standing cured 6.6 928 .15 - 

1
 DP = digestible protein. 

2
 ME = metabolizable energy. 

3
 P = phosphorus. 

4
 Sand dropseed values were also used for Giant dropseed because of the species similarity and the 

unavailability of specific values for Giant dropseed. 

 

Source: Cook and Harris 1977 

 

 

 


