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ans04 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Recovery

COMMENT #1 Comment Letter L. Etcitty, F.
a v
CONRECT Response 1.001
Recovery Thank you for your comment. Reclamation of mining areas is a
Frank.Ewiny? Wed, Apr 2, 2014 at 12:27 PM required aspect of all SMCRA permits. A summary of proposed
To: f j ¥ . PR . . . .
S FRa reclamation activities is provided in Section 3.2.1.1 of the Draft EIS.
Before Navajo Mine or Billiton moves out of our Jurisdiction of our Beautiful Navajo Land, they need to do .. . .
the Reclaim or Recovery Relining the ASH they putted back in years and years ago. This is causing the 1001 S|m|lar|y, reclamation of the FCPP area is part of the lease agreement
Environmental Pollution, underground water pollution and seeping to our Live Stocks, Grazing Land and between APS a.nd that Navajo Nation Section 3 2 5 2 provides a ||St Of

our Corn field, Water Melon patches and etc.

reclamation actions that must be conducted per the lease agreement.
— NOTICE —

This message is for the designated recipient only and may contain confidential, privileged or proprietary
information. If you have received it in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete the original and any
copy or printout. Unintended recipients are prohibited from making any other use of this e-mail. Although we
have taken reasonable precautions to ensure no viruses are present in this e-mail, we accept no liability for any
loss or damage arising from the use of this e-mail or attachments, or for any delay or errors or omissions in the
contents which result from e-mail transmission.
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COMMENT #2

Northwest Rocky Mountains Southwest
216 103 Reeder’s A 08 P

W

Western Environmental Law Center

Defending the West

www.westernlaw.org

April 7, 2014

Via Electronic Mail

Mr. Marcelo Calle

Navajo Mine Team Coordinator

U.S. Department of the Interior

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement
Western Region

1999 Broadway, Suite 3320

Denver, Colorado 80202-3050
feppnavajoenergyeis@osmre.gov

of C
I Impact S

RE: Req for Ex
Draft Envir

t Deadline for Four Corners-Navajo Mine

Dear Mr. Calle:

The Western Environmental Law Center, on behalf of San Juan Citizens Alliance, Diné Citizens
Against Ruining our Environment, Center for Biological Diversity, Amigos Bravos, WildEarth
Guardians, and Sierra Club (collectively “Conservation Groups™), requests an extension to the
deadline for comments on the draft Envi 1 Impact S for the Four Corners Power
Plant and Navajo Mine Project of 60 days, up to and including July 25, 2014.

2.001

As we have noted in prior ications, we applaud OSM’s decision to address the Four
Comers/Navajo Mine complex as one project. This decision allows OSM, other agencies, and
the public the opportunity to consider the project and its impacts as a whole. The flip side of that
fact, however, is that the analysis is necessarily very lengthy and complex, and addresses
numerous permitting actions both at the mine, the power plant, and related transmission lines: as
you know, the draft EIS is over 1500 pages, and relies upon an extensive list of references that
also must be considered. The 60-day comment period presently scheduled simply does not
provide enough time for the public to read, consider, and provide thorough comments—an
integral part of the NEPA process. 40 C.F.R. §§ 1503.1; 1506.6 (agencies shall make diligent
efforts to involve the public). Given OSM’s proposed schedule, which states that OSM
anticipates releasing the final EIS in the spring of 2015, a 60-day ion for public

does not seem at all unreasonable for a document of such scope.

PAGE 1 OF 2

ComMMENT LELLEN 2 ..iveiiiiieiee e

Response 2.001

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period

Anderson, M.

Western Environmental Law Center

4-4
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This request is even more important given that the comment deadline for another major planning
project in the same area, the Resource Management Plan Amendment for the Mancos Shale
development, has a deadline just one day after the scheduled deadline for the FCPP/Navajo Mine
draft EIS. Many of the interested organizations are working on both of these projects, and the
almost identical comment period presents an undue burden.

In addition, we request that the public meetings be pushed back so that the public has an
opportunity to review and digest the draft EIS before attending a meeting. OSM notes that the

2.002
meetings will present an opportunity to ask questions about the project and provide comments.
In order to make those meetings meaningful, members of the public need adequate time to
consider the draft EIS.
We therefore respectfully request that OSM extend the comment deadline 60 days to July 25,
2,003

2014, and push the meetings back accordingly. We look forward to your response to our request.

Smcerely,

fin f | P
I’b\'ﬁa!;‘m [‘%L——-————"'

Megan Anderson

On behalf of:

San Juan Citizens Alliance

Diné Citizens Against Ruining our Environment
Center for Biological Diversity

Amigos Bravos

Wild Earth Guardians

Sierra Club

PAGE 2 OF 2

Response 2.002

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period

Response 2.003

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period
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ans04 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Four Corners Power Plant and Navejo Mine Energy Project

P~ COMMENT #3
"\ T

BISON
CONNECT
Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine Energy Project

Michael Kelley Mon, Apr 7, 2014 at 11:24 AM
To: "fcppnavajoenergyeis@osmre.goV' <fcppnavajoenergyeis@osmre.gov>

To whom it may concem:

BHPBilliton, APS-Four Comers Power Plant, and Navajo Mine have been staples of the economy in San Juan

County for many years. Businesses like mine would find it extremely painful to lose the revenue provided by

any/all of these entities. Additionally, these companies pay high, competitive salaries that are the main support 3.001
for many families in our area. It is for these reasons that | would ask that you do everything in your power to hel
NTEC (Navajo Transitional Energy Company) to secure the necessary approvals to operate Navajo Mine beyond
2016.

Please feel free to contact me for any additional questions or concems.

Best,

Michael Kelley

— n

Comment Letter 3

Response 3.001

.................................................................. Kelley, M.
San Juan Reproduction

Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
impacts of the project is provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.
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4nsma DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Comments on FCPP EIS

COMMENT #4 CommeENt LEtLEr 4......oooreeie e Niles, K.
Response 4.001
Comments on FCPP EIS OSMRE has confirmed that the link provided on the public meeting
materials is accurate and functioning properly.
Kate Niles Sun, Apr 13, 2014 at 6:12 PM
To: FCPPNavajoEnergyEIS@osmre.gov
To Whom It May Concem - Response 4002
I tried the link given on the postcard | received to view the draft EIS, only to be told there was no such page. | Please see Master Response #2, Renewable Energy Alternatives.

then searched your website and didn't find it either. | will attempt to attend the Public Meeting in Durango, CO or} 4.001
May 3, but based on what was summarized on the postcard, | have really only one thought: NO TO COAL. NO
MORE.

| will suffer to the end of my life with chronic mercury and lead toxicity/poisoning. | know in my area that the
number one source of mercury in the environment comes from the coal fired power plants in the 4 Comers region.
| hawe little defense left — my liver barely produces any L-Glutathione by now, having either been genetically
deprived or used it up fending off rounds and rounds of this shit. (And it is shit.) SO, | have to take it orally in
expensive (42$ for 4 oz) liquid, lipo-soluable form (the stuff they sell in health food stores does not work as
Glutathione does not easily absorb in the gut); | also have a sauna (12008$), take DMSA as needed (100$ for 45
250 mg tablets and now apparently taken off the market by the FDA), take charcoal, exercise, get occasional
colonics (85%$ a pop), etc and so forth. This is ten years after | did extensive IV it and ics (1008 and
858$ respectively, none of it d by insurance.) | am doing far better. But anyone who has been through this
journey will tell you they know EXACTLY what the earth is going through in fending off increasing toxicity; dread
mainstream medicine since it hasn't a clue how to deal with cleaning this out of human systems; and detest
having to suck it down by simple breathing every time they hawe to drive to, say, Farmington.

More importantly, it makes me so sad. My grief for this planet, and for my beloved Four Comers, is

unfathomable. Why are you thinking of approving another coal mine? Why extend the lease when DINE CARE

and others have come up with an altemative energy plan (wind and solar) that would give Navajos jobs and not
pollute their sheep, children, grandmothers, men, women, horses, sagebrush, soil, cows, dogs, ad nauseum? | , o9,
Has no one any other vision? Why are we kissing this planet goodbye? Why do you persist in pandering to a
corrupt and stupid industry that seems to care so little for its own grandchildren? We can do better than this.

Thanks,

Kate Niles, LCSW

FCPP-Navajo-Energy-EIS, OSM <osm-fcpp-navajo-energy-eis@osmre.gov> Mon, Apr 14, 2014 at 9:59 AM
To: Kate Niles

Ms. Niles,

Thank you for your comment. | have verified the project website address is working. Please use the following link
to view the project website.

http://www.wrcc.osmre.govFCPPEIS.shtm

Regards
[Quoted text hidden]

1
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - NTEC BHPB APS Project
COMMENT #5

NTEC BHPB APS Project

e Aot vober o Vo e 14, 20 025
To: FCPPNavajoEnergy mre.gov

To Whom it May Concem,

I would like to state | am for the project that APS, NTEC and BHPB have proposed to extend the lease for mining
coal and operations of the Navajo Mine & Four Comers Power Plant through 2041.

APS, NTEC, and BHPB provide a major part of the economy in this and the surrounding areas. | believe if the
lease is not approved there would be an economic disaster, displacing many individuals, families, and

businesses. 5001

Not only are APS, NTEC, and BHPB and integral part of the area, the senvice they provide to supply power to
1000's of people is pertinent.

| support this project along with the i of envi imp its.
Respectfully,

Mickie Ashbaker

—— T—

Confidentiality & Disclaimer Notice:

This email and any attached files are private and confidential, intended
solely for the use of those to whom it is addressed. If you are not the
intended recipient, you may not copy, forward, use, rely on or distribute
this message or any attachments. Unauthorised disclosure of any
information contained in this communication is prohibited. Please inform
the sender if you have received this email in error.

Nothing in this email amounts to a contractual or other legal commitment
on our part unless confirmed expressly in writing by an authorised Officer
of the Company.

The views expressed in this email may not necessarily reflect the views of
the Company.

WARNING:

The recipient should check this email and any attachments for the
presence of viruses.

We do not accept responsibility for any virus transmitted by this email.

n

Comment Letter 5

Response 5.001

............................................................ Ashbaker, M.
Fenner Dunlop Conveyor Services

Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
impacts of the project is provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.
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Diné Citizens Against Ruining Our Environment
Diné C.ARE.

April 15,2014
Via Electronic Mail and U.S. Mail

Mr. Marcelo Calle

Project Coordinator

U.S. Department of the Interior

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement
Western Region Office

1999 Broadway, Suite 3320

Denver, CO 80202-3050

Dear Mr. Calle,

On behalf of Diné people, Diné Citizens Against Ruining Our Environment (Diné C.ARE.)
respectfully requests for a 60-day extension for the comment period on the draft Environmental
Impact Statement for the Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine project. In addition, Diné
C.AR.E. requests for the draft EIS to be translated in its entirety into the Navajo language.

The draft EIS is extensive and it will require more time for an average person to read and
comprehend the entire dc . 60 days in not a sufficient amount of time to read through a
1500 page document and to provide thorough comments. In addition, the impacted areas are
made up primarily of Diné people, elders who do not understand English very well. Although,
we are aware of OSM’s commitment to have Navajo interpreters at the upcoming public
meetings on the Navajo Nation, we are requesting for the entire draft EIS document to be
translated into the Navajo | When dc and pr ions are pr d in the
Navajo | itis ¢ d and comprehended more effectively for the Navajo
speaking public.

6,001

Therefore, we respectfully request for the OSM to extend the comment period for an additional
60 days to end on July 26, 2014 and to translate the entire draft EIS into the Navajo language.
Thank you for your time and we look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

e A%

COomMMENT LN B.uvvveniiieiiieeee e

Response 6.001

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

Diné CARE

May 2015
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Shut down the 4 Corners Power Plant
COMMENT #7

Shut down the 4 Corners Power Plant

Greg Gummersall Tue, Apr 15, 2014 at 9:14 PM

To: fcppnavajoenergyeis @osmre.gov
Cc: Christina Rinderle

Mr. Marcelo Calle:

it would be great if your office could supenise the bad situation with the 2 nearby New Mexico Power plants so
as to get rid of the nasty haze that | now see when | look to our La Plata mountains...

and get rid of the bad mercury that gets deposited in our nearby beautiful Navajo Lake.

it sad to have watched our incredibly great clean air become poisoned from the purely money motivated power
plants that are just out of our local reach in terms of regulation.

The plants should not be operated without their being in full physical compliance with the strictest supenvsion | _
that is based on their not polluting at all.

We look to you and your agency to protect us all from the pollution.

Or, better yet, close those plants and use other resources.

Sincerely,

C.Gregory Gummersall

001

Greg Gummersall

Comment Letter 7

Response 7.001

aspect of the project is provided in Section 1.

Gummersall, G.

Thank you for your comment. A discussion of the rules and regulations
applicable to the FCPP and Navajo Mine operation is provided in the
beginning of each resource area section within Chapter 4. In addition, a
summary of the regulatory agencies with oversight over one or more

4-10
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4212014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Need hard copy for Four Corners Power Plant and Navejo Mine Energy Project
/N COMMENT #8
BISON
CONNECT

Fwd: Need hard copy for Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine Energy
Project

Calle, Marcelo <mcalle@osmre.gov> Wed, Apr 16, 2014 at 9:55 AM
To: OSM FCPP-Navajo-Energy-EIS <osm-fcpp-navajo-energy-eis@osmre.gov>

Forwarded from MCALLE
——— Forwarded message
From: Vincent Yauiam

Date: Wed, Apr 16, 2014 at 12:

Subject: Re: Need hard copy for Four Comers Power Plant and Navajo Mine Energy Project
To: "Calle, Marcelo” <mcalle@osmre.gov>

Page 1, Executive Summary, Volume 1
Two Federal actions were completed prior to the Draft EIS: OSM's approval of a SMCRA permit transfer
associated with the equity sale and merger of Navajo Mine Coal Company (NMCC) with the Navajo
Transitional Energy Company (NTEC), including all assets formerly held by BNCC, and the US
Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA’s) issuance of a Federal Implementation Plan (FIP) for the
of Best Awailable Retrofit gy (BART) at the FCPP. These completed actions are not
considered part of the Proposed Action, but part of the environmental baseline. The changes to the pre-
2014 baseline as a result of these actions are described in this EIS as the
Interim Period (2014 to 2018).

Page 2, Executive Summary, Volume 1
8.001

The existing permit for the Navajo Mine, includes coal resource Areas |, Il, lll, and portions of Area IV North within
the Navajo Mine Lease Area (Federal SMCRA Permit NMOOO3F). It is administered on a 5- year renewal
schedule (30 USC 1256, 30 CFR 773.19) with the current permit term expiring on September 25, 2014.
Considering that the permit term will expire prior to OSMRE’s anticipated completion of the EIS and
prior to the currently expected March 2015 Record of Decision (ROD),
OSMRE
will administratively extend Federal Permit NMOOO3F allowing NTEC to continue surface coal mining and
reclamation operations under the current permit, provided that the applicant has met all renewal application
requirements and procedures in accordance with 30 CFR 750.12(c)(1)(ii) and 774.15(a). Upon completion of
the EIS, the subsequent issuance of the ROD for the pending Pinabete Permit Application will also address
OSMRE's decision on the administratively delayed and pending permit term renewal for Federal Permit
NMOOO03F.

Is this a double negative? 30 CFR 774.15(a) says stay inside the boundary, but 30 CFR 750.12(c)(1)(ii) points
1

CommeNnt LEtIEer 8...... e Yazzie, V.

Response 8.001

Thank you for your comment. This is an accurate summary. There is no
double negative in the referenced regulations.

May 2015
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42172014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Need hard copy for Four Corners Power Plant and Navejo Mine Energy Project

back to 30 CFR 774 which incorporates 774.17 too.

30 CFR 750.12

8.001

§ 750.12 Permit applications.

(a) Each application for a permit to conduct surface coal mining operations on lands subject to this part

shall be accompanied by fees in accordance with § 750.25 of this part.

(b) Unless specified otherwise by the regulatory authority, each person submitting a permit application
shall file no less than seven copies of the complete permit application package with OSM. OSM will ensure
that the affected tribes, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and when applicable, the Bureau of Land
Management receive copies of the application.

(c)(1) The following requirements of subchapter G of this chapter shall govern the processing of permit
applications on Indian lands except as specified in paragraph (c)(2) or (c)(3) of this section.

(i) Part 773;

(ii) Part 774;

Sincerely,

Vincent H. Yazzie

On Tuesday, April 15, 2014 7:18 AM, "Calle, Marcelo" <mcalle@osmre.gov> wrote:

| have received your request for one paper copy (two volumes) of the FCPP and Navajo Mine
Energy Project DEIS. The DEIS will be mailed to you today.

Thank you for your interest in the project.

On Mon, Apr 14, 2014 at 11:59 PM, Vincent Yazzie ||| =
April 14,2014

Vincent H. Yazzie

24
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COMMENT #9

Sarah Jane White

April 14, 2014

EIS Coordinator, The Four Corners & Navajo Mine Energy Project
Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement

Program Support Division, Indian Programs Branch

1999 Broadway, Suite 3320

Denver, CO 80202-3050

Dear Mr. Calle,

I'would like 2 copies sent to me of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement

for the Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine Energy Project,

Navajo Nation, New Mexico.

[ also request for a 60-day comment extension because there is no way [ can read 800 plus
pages by the time the EIS Meetings starts on April 30, 2014. This review is covering over 45| 9.0

years of mining operations and [ need more time to digest the document.

Thank you,

Sarah Jane White

Comment LETEr 9.

Response 9.001
Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

White, S.

May 2015
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a4 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - FCPP and Naveyo Mine Draft EIS Comments

P~ COMMENT #10
a Tb

BISON
CONNECT
FCPP and Navajo Mine Draft EIS Comments

Rodney Brown Sat, Apr 19, 2014 at 4:35 PM
To: "fcppnavajoenergyeis@osmre.goV' <fcppnavajoenergyeis@osmre.gov>

My father, Larry Brown, has been employed by the Four Corners Power Plant since 1979. My name is
Rodney Brown, and | just turned thirty years old on the 18th of April. | have lived a very comfortable
life because of my father's financial earnings.

10.001

| support the continued operation of the Four Corners Power Plant, because countless people will b
affected by a potential plant shutdown. Employees and their immediate family members are the
obvious stakeholders, but regional businesses and industries will suffer financially.

My father tells me that the Plant is actively reducing its pollution outputs. The Plant already

shutdown pollution-heavy operations, equipment and facilities. The pollution created by the Four | 10.002
Corners Power Plant has always been a downside of its operations. But, the Plant is finding more

ways to reduce its pollution levels, and that is noble.

There is still plenty of good left to find in the continued operation of the Four Corners Power Plant.
My father will still have a job, and our family will have financial stability. Our local economy will
grow and flourish. Non-profit organizations, like United Way, will continue to receive monetary
support from the Plant.

10.003

— n

Comment Letter 10...... i Brown, R.

Response 10.001

Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
impacts of the project is provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.
Response 10.002

Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of the air
emissions of the FCPP is provided in Sections 4.1 and 4.2 of the Draft
EIS.

Response 10.003

Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
impacts of the project is provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.

4-14
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COMMENT #11

April 30, 2014

Comment by: Fred Myron

MR. FRED MYRON: Basically I just had
concerns with, you know, the artifacts, if they have
found, you know, some artifacts in that general area,
the lease area, how would you be able to get information
regarding that. I guess, you know, if they are really
documenting, you know, I guess, regarding, you know,
aboriginal occupancy and if these items are going to be
returned back to the original tribes that they're linked
to. Or is there a process that one has to go through to
get, you know, ownership of that, I guess is what I'm
kind of thinking of. Is there a process of doing that.
Especially original occupants part that I'm kind of
wondering about, you know, because of past conflicts and
so forth. That's about it.

You know, I've got a lot of that information
with some of the stacks bheing closed because, you know,
they need to be -- you know, I guess the BART or
whatever hecause whichever that one was where they had
to reduce the emissions, you know, and to what effect
these emissions would reduce pollution. And there is

different categories, I guess, but how well would you he

able to reduce pollution that is emitted by the
generator.
That's about it. Thank you.

{End of comment.)

1L001

11002

1L002

Comment Letter 11. ... Myron, F.

Response 11.001

Two programmatic agreements have been developed for the project to
address the protection of cultural resources and artifacts. A discussion
of the tribal and Section 106 consultation processes through which
these programmatic agreements were developed is provided in Section
4.4, Cultural Resources. In addition, a complete summary of all
consultation activities to date is provided in Section 5, Consultation and
Coordination.

Response 11.002

A description of the Final Implementation Plan and BART decision for
FCPP is provided in Section 3.2.1.2 in the Draft EIS. A complete
discussion of the change in emissions as a result of the BART decision
is provided in Section 4.1.3. In addition, each resource area section
describes any changes in existing setting which have resulted from the
BART decision.

May 2015
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COMMENT #12
Comment Letter 12, Johnson, M.

April 30, 2014 Response 12.001

The Draft EIS evaluates potential impacts to groundwater and surface
_ water in Section 4.5, land use in Section 4.9, vegetation in 4.6, and air
quality in Section 4.1. The Environmental Justice analysis contains a
comprehensive discussion of potential effects to the Navajo Nation,

MB. MARSHALL JOHNSON: EIS,: they didn’t add which is recognized as an Environmental Justice population (i.e.
drivo thetn syustioncihs valusrcby sey; e growmdwetet minority population) in Section 4.11. Potential environmental justice
effects to human health are founded on the findings of Section 4.1 (Air
Quiality), Section 4.17 (Health and Safety), and references cited therein.

Comment by: Marshall Johnson

and the surface water and the land, the vegetation, and
the air into the egquation of continuing to mine, to
desecrate the land, the groundwater and the surface
12001
water from the contaminants, say the coal ash, diluting
into the surface water and flowing downstream.

And then you got the power plant that will

be spewing out pollution and then desecrating the air

for the health -- to harmm again another 25 years, I

think is the timeline on this project.

For over 50 years, we've been living with
these harmful contaminants, and we have health issues,
we have vegetation health issues, we have land health
issues, we have animal/wildlife health issues. And so
this whole contaminant is haming our right to breathe
clean air. And so we have -- that's basically the price
we have to pay as indigenous people of this land of the
Four Corners region and so we basically are paying the
price so the city of Phoenix can have low cost energy

and power for another 25 years, so they c¢an have what

4-16 Appendix F May 2015
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COMMENT #12
Response 12.002

they call the american dream, and when they know by 1930 Please see Master Response #2, Renewable Energy Alternatives.
they have used up their groundwater, there is no more

water for them to exist. But it's us as Navajo and Hopi

people to provide low cost energy and power, to provide

surface water for Phoenix and Tucson for over 50 years

so they're able to have their abundance of life and

they're able to produce from agriculture, livestock and

farming at profits of $10 billion a year. &and all at

the price of our people.

S0 if you put another perspective to that,
that is cannibalism on indigenous people. That is
terrorism on our livelihood.

So that's what I would like to enter into
our comments is the wvalue of the land, the water and the
air is not put into that equation of this EIS.

It's time and it"s affordable to transition i
to renewable energy. I think it's time.

President Obama needs to hear this. Sally
Jewell needs to hear this. Let me go see them. I want
to speak to them. Marshall Johnson is -- wants to get
invited to the White House, to the headquarters, and
play a game of Horse with Obama with Four Corners on the
line. I'm going to beat him. Thank you.

(End of comment.)
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COMMENT #13 )
cComment Letter 13, Hendrickson, W.

M 1, 2014
o Response

Corment by: William Hendrickson Thank you for your comment

From: Cortez, Colorado

MR. WILLIAM HENDRICKSON: I am impressed
with the intensity of this Envirormental Impact
Statement review which has occurred: First with the
scoping session, scoping sessions in several
communities, and now apparently with a statement having
been prepared. You are returning to those several
communities again to let people know that a statement
exists.

With my earlier federal experience in the
national park service, I have some acquaintance with the
NEP& process, and again this is the most impressive, big
presentation that I have ever seen. On the one hand,
you have to say, if this were done in every case where
there was an expected significant impact upon the
federal enviromment, if we did that every time, we see
what an enormous employment opportunity this would
create. An equally provocative statement would be,
imagine if we went through a process like this, taking
the expected federal action out to all of the people as
intensively as has been done in this case, before we

made a decision to go to war, how good that might be.
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COMMENT #13

I mentioned my experience. I'm reminded
that in the "60s, 1960s, out of the thoughts that
immersed from an environment council, that I think
consisted of about eight people, who, in looking at the
environment at that time, thought that it would be a
good idea if for every responsible federal action that
affected the gquality of the environment there could be,
before the action was conswaated, there could be maybe
something like a statement of what the goverrnment was
going to do to the environment. The statement would be
eight pages, wouldn't that be right. Couldn't the
goverrment have something called an Envirormental Impact
Statement of eight pages to let the people know what was
going to happen, and then the things rolled on, and we
produced the &ct. And we have this enormous action that
occurs in some cases with magnificent intensity, as has
happened in this case where we're doing an EIS for this
change in surface mining practice, and in other cases
where hardly anything happens at all, unless there is a
lawsuit. And lots of people know how to get ahold of
the federal goverrnment's most sensitive parts by using a
lawsuit or threat of one.

(End of comment.)
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CommeENt LELEEN L. Jobin, B.

May 1, 2014
Response 14.001
Page 4.17-22 through 4.17-24 summarizes the results of the Human
Health Risk Assessment performed for the Project. In addition, the

X results of the health risk assessment addressing emissions from the
MR. BILL JOBIN: Well, I've locked at the EIS draft. Navajo Mine is included on pages 4.17-19 through 4.17-21. The health
study included consideration of fugitive dust, diesel particulate matter
from diesel-fired equipment, and references regional health studies
T gppelled byvtherdeticisncies in ity espetially regarding completed by New Mexico Environment Department and others.

the health aspects of the soot and other emissions from the

Comment by: Bill Jobin

From: Cortez, Colorado

It's circulating, the one that's on the website. And actually,

burning coal. These particles of soot and the extra fine ones
are extremely dangerous for health, and I can see them every
day from my front window coming up the valley. If the wind is
blowing from the south, from the Four Corners plant, then the
smoke and the soot comes right up the wvalley and I can just
barely the see the foot of Ute Mountain. If the wind is
blowing from the north, and maybe especially on a weekend or a
national holiday, I can see 120 miles south into New Mexico and 14001
Arizona. I checked it on the map with my landmarks. So the
difference is like 40 miles downwind and 120 miles upwind, and
that difference are these particles coming out of the coal
plant.

Besides being a resident of Cortez, I have 50
years of experience in health and environmental impact
assessments of large energy projects. I've worked all over the
world for the World Health Organization, for the U.S. Public

Health Service, for the World Blank, on multi-billion dollar
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energy projects in the U.8. in Africa and in South Zmerica. 8o
I'm used to seeing these kind of things, but I've never seen a
power plant evaluated without a health impact assessment. It's
a major deficiency in this EIS. And so the EIS should be
rejected until they do a health impact assessment. I think
that's very important.

I have c¢ivil and environmental engineering
degrees from MIT, and I have a doctorate in public health from
Harvard University. And the analysis I have made so far of
this draft are that they're ignoring the effects of the soot
and the other products of coal burning which have been
demonstrated by the EPA to be linked with premature death,
heart disease, lung disease, and even emergency room admissions
for bronchitis and asthma.

Now, those are the fine particles. There's a
scientific definition of fine and coarse. It's the fine
particles that have the extreme health impact. The coarser
particles of soot, just burning coal, is what causes the
environmental degradation of the atmosphere. We lose our
visibility. If you go up on Mesa Verde now when the wind is
blowing in the wrong direction, you can't see half of New
Mexico and Arizona that you used to be able to see.

Because of the importance of the fine particles
on health, the EPA has raised the bar and has put in more

stringent limits on the number of those particles you can have.

14001
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Response 14.002
They reducecths sllowsbls punbsr sachyeing and havegiustdons The Supreme Court decision occurred after publication of the Draft EIS.
so recently. A summary of the decision and its applicability to the proposed Project

has been added to Section 4.1 of the Final EIS.

Furthemore, two days ago, the Supreme Court

ruled that states were responsible for pollution across state
lines from these power plants in a ruling that -- the New
England states filed a suit against the Great Lakes states,
: i . . 5 % % 14002
Ohio, Michigan, Indiana and Illinois, and claimed that they
were damaging the health of the people in New England. The
Supreme Court ruled in favor of the New England states and

require now that the middle western states are going to have to

put in stringent controls on these smokestack emissions.

S0, in summary, until the proponents measure,
analyze and project the fine particle emission rates and coarse
particle emission rates for these power plants, this EIS is
useless. It should be rejected until those things are
included. That's my statement.

(End of corment.)
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Comment Letter 15......oiiiiiiiiiie e Brown, J.
May 2, 2014
Response 15.001
SRR R Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic

impacts of the project is provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.

From: Waterflow, New Mexico

MR. JOHNSON BROWN: I'm from Waterflow, New
Mexico, and I work at Four Corners Power Plant. I've bheen
there for 33 years and I'm a welder. I started as a janitor
and I worked my way up to where I'm a journeyman now. &and I
hold a journeyman position and I plan to hold this journeyman
position until I retire, which will be about another -- I give
nyself another 10 years. I'm 53 years old now.

2nd with my job at Four Corners, they gave me a
lot of opportunity. I've met a lot of people. I've made a lot
of friends there. We're like a family there. And it gave me
financial stability there as a Navajo, as a Native American
Navajo Indian. And I had the opportunity to raise my kids with | 15001
ny work. I'wve been able to send them to college and they're on
their own now. That was the opportunity that APS gave mne,
alony with the Navajo Mine.

And I've participated in other wvolunteer work to
the local chapter houses and rodeo arenas in upper Fruitland
and cleaning up along highways and whatnot. It was all
volunteer work with APS. And we had the opportunity to donate
to C8F. I did my fair share in the Navajo way, which makes me

feel good about myself that I've donated to try to help people,
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especially kids. And I give credit to my employer for helping
me get the opportunity to get my job. How should I put it?
Give me an opportunity to give me a high paying job.

With everything going on, I would like to ask to
whoever will make the final decision that we are trying. We
are trying very hard to keep emissions below standards at work,
and we work around the clock to keep emissions bhelow standards.

Working for Arizona Public Service is a good
feeling. It's a tremendous opportunity that I have for my
farmily. I would like to see myself retiring from APS within
the next 10 to 12 years. That's it.

(End of statement.)
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Comment LEetter 16......couiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeeee e, Eisenfeld, M.

May 2, 2014

Response 16.001

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

Comment by: Mike Eisenfeld

From: Farmington, New Mexico
- - - Response 16.002

MR. MIKE EISENFELD: I'm Mike Eisenfeld with the San OSMRE extended a request to participate in the public comment
meetings to the EPA and all other cooperating agencies for the project.
Accordingly, representatives from US Army Corps of Engineers, BIA,
and the Navajo Nation were present at most meetings.

Juan Citizens &lliance, Farmington, New Mexico. I just want to
make a formal complaint about the comment period. We'wve been
told that OSM will determine if the comment period will be

16.001
extended beyond May Z26th after the public hearings which end on
May 9th. It's an extensive document with numerous actions,
with numerous different agencies that have responsibilities and
regulatory authority. And here tonight there's nobody from the
Environmental Protection Agency who has a very significant role
on air issues and climate change issues. And we're told that
the EPA is not expected at any of these public meetings. Why 16002
aren't they here? We also want to know why the Office of

Envirommental Policy and Compliance is absent when they have a

role in assisting with compliance of NEPA and other applicable

federal laws. That's it.

(End of statement.)
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May 3, 2014
Comment by: Mary Karraker From: Denwer, Colorado

MS. MARY KARRMKER: I'm a retired national park service ranger, and in the 1960s I lived
4t Grand Canyon, Arizona Park and was concerned then with the air quality. Tt was a Class I air
quality area. It was part of the park service's respmnsibility through the National Park Service
Organic Act and the Clean Air Act that those areas be protected from air pollution. But because
we camot put a fence armmd a national park and keep the air clean, then we all suffer from the
pollution caused by power plants in the Four Corners area.

Jnd T've seen -- on clear days when T was in Colorado or New Mexico, you could see
Shiprock. It was so clear, and now it's just in a haze. And I've had such feelings for the
people that always lived wnder that cloud. The Navajo people and the Hopi pecple have had to live
wnder that cloud, vhereas, you know, companies made great profits, igmoring any kind of
envirormental controls.

S0 this is one of my concemns with all this that in the end, that those people, I don't know if
any kind of -- if anything will make wp for vhat has happened to them and for their forebearers.
S0 many pecple have died from lung problems and things that came from the pollution in those
areas. But I'm hoping that with scme foresight, the Navajo leadership, who I think has been
really remiss if they've cared about themselves and not so much the people on the grownd, that
they will have a little more foresight, locking at the end of this coal mining project in 25
years, that they will put the mmey away and make good irwestments and clean energy and good
investment: in health for their pecple. And it's been just a major concern.

Going to village meetings and seeing some of the people who live in poverty and having
vorked in the food bank in Page, Arizona vhere there's hardly any food to give out to people who
are living in trailers out on the reservation, with no electricity and no water and mmbers of
little children and elders in ill health. You know, something mist be done for those people, and
this is the opportwnity. T hate to see the coal mining go on.

For them to do the right thing, to use the right enwirormental controls during their
work processes, and also take care of their people, with some forethought for the ymmgsters that
are going to come up, that they will have better health that the elders didn't have. ind this
meeting is really wonderful to explain, and T just hope we can depend on the goverrment agencies
to do their job, also.
ind T have serious concerns about the weakening of envirormental controls. It's such a political
football and that should not be. It should be something vhere all congressmen take care of all the
pecple in this cowntry. that's my political statement.

{End of statement.)

17.001

17.002

CommeNnt LetTer L7 ... Karraker, M.

Response 17.001

Thank you for your comment. The National Park Service is a
cooperating agency for the project with specific interest in evaluating
potential impacts to nearby national parks. A discussion of potential
visibility impacts to Class | receptors is provided in Section 4.1, Air
Quality, beginning on page 4.1-96.

Response 17.002

Thank you for your comment. Under all alternatives analyzed, the
facilities under evaluation would be required to comply with all
applicable federal, state, and tribal laws and regulations. A discussion
of applicable laws, regulations, and standards is provided in the
Regulatory Compliance Framework subsection of each resource area
section in Chapter 4.
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May 3, 2014
Cormment by: Paul Senecal

From: Durango, Colorado

MR. PAUL SENECAL: Well, my comment, which
was obvious after I looked at the displays, is that I
talked to several of the presenters and that there was
no information on the history of the envirormental
damage over the course of when they were first built and
this one power plant was built in "62. &nd I know since
"62 through the present time, there's been a lot of
damage to the environment. And it may not be obvious to
the layman, but certainly if biologists, professional
people that go into the field, and see what kind of
damage has occurred over the course of 60 years, certain
things had to happen that I don't know about. The
general public comes in to make decisions about whether
to increase -- give them the license that they wanted or
make decisions about continuing this power plant, and we
really don't have all the information publicly.

Another gentleman on the floor happened to
point out that this information is available, but I
would have to seek it, I would have to find it right
now. And, of course, a lot of envirormmental groups

probably already have this information. &nd I've been

18.001

Comment Letter 18.....couiiieiiiiiiiieiee e Senecal, P.

Response 18.001

The discussion of the environmental baseline includes consideration of
environmental effects. For example, soil sampling, groundwater
sampling, and inspections consider the integrated effects of past
activities. See also Master Response #14, Baseline.
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involved in envirommental issues for a long time, so I'm
always -—- I understand that when they want to look
favorable to the public, when they come in and
requesting a pemait and other requests, that they -- I
think there are four right now, I don't know them off
the top, but to me we're always -- I was making the
analogy to an 800-pound gorilla. Our community is
inundated with automobiles. So the DOT, Department of
Transportation, CDOT, comes in and says, we can widen
the roads and do this and do that and we have more
concrete and more direction to get more 800-pound
gorillas into Durango. And yet the public is the ones
that actually have to deal with that after they're done.
S0 the impact of that is tremendous.

and, of course, like this power plant, the
impact that it has is tremendous over the course of its
life. This plant is 50 years old. I don't know the
life of the power plant. But I know it's somewhere
getting close to retirement, and, of course, what I want
to do as a citizen, if I'm going to make a judgment call
on anything, I want all the information. I want to know
about the environment, the damages done over the course
of its life. I don't need to know -- granted they spent
a lot on reclamation, I mean, mitigation, and improving

things once they dug up the ground. But that is a tiny

COMMENT #18

bit of this whole process.

S0 that’'s pretty much my comments.

(End of comment.)
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Comment Letter 19, Dressen, S.

May 3, 2014 Response 19.001

Thank you for your comment. The Navajo Nation is a cooperating

Erom: Durange. Colorads agency for this project and is working closely with OSMRE and the
- other cooperating agencies to evaluate the potential impacts of the

proposed project and alternatives. The Draft EIS provides analysis that

supports consideration of short-term and long-term impacts and

Comment by: Stephanie Dressen

MS. STEPHANIE DRESSEN: This whole mine

thing, I am not in favor of what their decision making benefits. The intent of the EIS is to provide this information to decision-

L5 I Y ENterdiny b DSNSS HAd WErREHG Wik, EHe make_rs as a guide to the environmental consequences of their
decisions.

coal mine. So I'm Navajo and one of the beliefs of my

people are that you work in balance with nature, you ReSponse 19.002

work with the people and the environment. And I believe An evaluation of the potential air quality impacts of the proposed action

and alternatives is provided in Section 4.1, Air Quality of the Draft EIS.
In addition, a human health risk assessment of the emissions from the
people or the environment and they're in favor of making Navajo Mine is located on pages 4.17-19 through 4.17-22 of the Draft
Lot EIS. With regard to renewable resources, please see Master Response
#2, Renewable Energy Alternatives. With regard to climate change,
both section 4.2 and Section 4.18 address the impacts of the project to
out because it's only going to be a short-term solution climate Change, inc|uding multi-media effects.

my leaders, the Navajo Nation, are not working with the

something bad down the road in favor of jobs for people

right now. And I just don't think that is going to work

for a long-term problem. And here I live in the area.
And before I moved up here from my home, which is Fort
Defiance and Crownpoint, and my dad told me that by
moving up here, I'm still within the realm of the four
sacred mountains because the north mountain is back
there. My home is being contaminated by these mines
with the air. My home is not -- is changing because of
what is happening, the air quality, and you're seeing 19.002
the ramification of climate change. We need to focus on

looking at the future with renewable resources and we
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need to look to try to change what we have to better
19.002

what is happening, and the mine is not help that. All

the studies and everything is geared towards making

sure, as far as Office of Surface Mining, OSMRE, they're

in favor of keeping the mine open and keeping the mine

going and working to make the best picture show and

we're not getting answers about what could happen when

you take away the best scenario.

({End of comment.)
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May 3, 2014
Comment by: Mike Eisenfeld
From: Farmington, New Mexico
MR. MIKE EISENFELD: I work for the San Juan
Citizens Alliance. A glaring deficiency of these public
meetings is EPA's failure to be here. Without
meaningful interaction between the public and EP& over
this draft Envirommental Impact Statement, the public is
restricted from having the ability to interact with the
people who are making decisions associated with things
like a massive amount of greenhouse gas emissions at the
time when the federal government is talking about the
environmental catastrophe of continuing business as
usual with greenhouse gas emissions and coal facilities.
Our organization remains very concerned that
EP& is minimizing the responsibilities to craft the
future for the Four Corners region, and we formally
protest EPA's failure to be here during any of these

public meetings.

(End of comment.)

20.001

Comment Letter 20......couiiiiiiiiiiieeei e, Eisenfeld, M.

Response 20.001

OSMRE extended a request to participate in the public comment
meetings to the EPA and all other cooperating agencies for the project.
Accordingly, representatives from US Army Corps of Engineers, BIA,
and the Navajo Nation were present at most meetings.
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Comment Letter 21......oouiiiiieee e Anderson, T.
May 5, 2014
Response 21.001
Conment by: Theresa Anderson . X . i
Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
From: Farmington, New Mexico

impacts of the project is provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.

MS. THERESA ANDERSON: Okay. I worked for power
plants. I've worked for 33 years, and we just closed three
units. It's going to hurt the economy. We are working on
projects to help get plants be cleaner. The two units that we
have meet the requirements right now. I feel it's going to
hurt our county if we close it. e
And I say that. We employ -- we have 414

employees. BHP probably has something similar to that. And

it's just going to be bad for the economy in Farmington. I do

believe as a company, APS is trying to follow all the
guidelines that have heen requested of them, and I feel that we
do a good job doing it. We're not perfect, but nobody’'s
perfect. It's been a long haul.

We've got the tribe involved with this, and it
would be a shame to put that amount of Navajo employees out of
good jobs. Both BHP and APS contribute a lot to the community
for CSF and Navajo Way, and that would no longer bhe there,
which also hurts the economy. I don't know what would happen
to the Four Corners/Farmington area. And it will also hurt the
businesses in Farmington as well.

S0 I'm for it. I think people are trying to do
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the right thing. I really do feel passionately about it. I
would say APS for me has been a good company to work for for --
I've worked for them 33 years, and I see the stuff that we as a
company do. It's a challenge. You know, in this day and
econamy, 1it's a challenge with all the stuff that is being
asked of these companies to do. 8o I feel that in the line
that I'm working with and the knowledge I know -- I have quite
a bit of knowledge with what goes on with stuff. We are
working towards meeting all the goals. SCRs that we're looking
for in a couple of years to put in..

I have never had health issues based on the plant
that you hear other people talk about. I'wve never seen that.
I think sometimes we just like to make any excuse for our
health problems when in fact it could be us or just genetics in
general. So I read about some things that they talk about,
PNM, and hopefully we haven't done some of that stuff. I don't
think we have. So, anyways, that's all I have to say.

(End of statement.)
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Comment Letter 22........ooiiiiiiiiieeee e Benally, E.

May 5, 2014
Response 22.001

Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
impacts of the project is provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.

Comment by: Erickson Benally

From: Farmington, New Mexico

MR. ERICKSON BENALLY: I'm here as a representative
of my family, okay? I have seven kids, my wife and I. But
I've been employed with Arizona Public Service for about 37
years. And I just wanted to tell you about the benefits it's e
provided for me and my family.

Because I'm employed with APS, they denied me --
the Navajo Nation has denied me opportunity to live on the
Navajo Nation, so that's why I live off reservation because I
gquote, unguote, made too much money back in the day.

S0 today I own my own home. I own my own
vehicle. &nd I sent my kids off to college, the University of
Arizona, Pima College, University of New Mexico. I currently
have a daughter in Fort Lewis and a daughter at UMM, a daughter
that graduated from San Juan College. I have a son that
graduated from the University of Arizona. So we're not -- at

least I'm not, my family isn't dependent on the Navajo Nation

and that's because I live -- I work at a place where it's -- I
draw good wages. I draw good benefits.
Aand we take care of my wife's parents. My

father, my dad used to work for the Navajo mine and he's

retired and he does his own thing. He's a rancher on the south
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of -- well, kind of north of Gallup and Church Rock. So we go
back from time to time.

But being employed with Arizona Public Service,
I've seen a lot of changes in complying with all the safety
regulations, OSHA, complying with all the environmental laws
and preparing for the future of forthcomers. I've been
involved with the union, the International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers, Local 387, and negotiated a fair wage with
Arizona Public Service, which I was a representative of the
membership, which is the labor force.

Today I'm a supervisor on the maintenance
department, so I direct lead skilled craftsmen, which is high
pressure welders, mechanical, machinists. &nd I take care of a
raultimillion dollar toolroom, and each one of those indiwviduals
are highly skilled, wvery knowledgeable and very dedicated to
the Four Corners Power Plant.

And we assure ourselves on safety. We assure
ourselves with environmental compliance with different types of
chemicals that we use, MSDS, material safety data sheets. We
comply with all the environmental laws and even at our level,
even at the grass roots level.

80 not only do we take care of the environment,
we also take care of the electricity that flows not only here
which is on the Navajo Nation. NTUA draws power from Four

Corners, electricity, and it goes to Moenkopi. It goes from
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Response 22.002
Ehene Torphosuin Wit goemdowg B0 Wouthern Sallfoniie: @9 Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
the Navajo Nation and its, I guess, vision back in the '50s, impacts of the project is provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.

"60s, came to fruition in the "60s, "70s and to today.

S0 I'm supporting the Navajo Nation, BHP and the
i G G 5 2 22002
tribe, NTEC and Arizona Public Service bhecause it feeds my
family every day. I don't go to IHS. I go to private
physicians not only for my well-being but also my family. And

as my kids have grown older, they've gone out. Now they live

in Texas, they live in Albuquerque. A few live here in town,

Farmington. But we all pay our taxes. We all pay county
taxes. I pay for my residential taxes. So we're law abiding
citizens.

S0 I just want to reiterate that I want to keep
Four Corners, keep the mine going into the future. I'm looking
at retirement here within the next decade, I hope. I'm sure
I'11l be okay, but, you know, the future kids who want to be
employed, who want to the same lifestyle I have and not only
for my kids but other families® kids. That's it.

(End of statement.)
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CommMmENt LELEN 23 .. e Martin, T.
May 5, 2014

Comment by: Thomas Martin Response 23.001

From: Rirtland, New Mexico Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
Wi, THOASEN B TR TR SR N impacts of the project is provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.
of everything that I think that what they're doing going
forward as far as the envirommental improvements go is really
positive. &nd it's been a good career for me out there. And
I'm proud to say I work for a company that's, you know, doing
the stuff that needs to be done to meet the environmental
standards and to make life better for everybody in the
surrounding communities. And I live in the community that it's
in, so I don't feel threatened by it. And I think going
forward it's actually going to be a bhetter place than it is
now.
I've got a granddaughter that's half Navajo, so I
have an interest in her future and for the plant to continue.
Hopefully, she can get a job out there someday. There's good
23.001
paying jobs out there, and I think it henefits the community.
My wife works out there as well, and we both donate a lot of
time and money to the community and the United Way stuff.
And I think the bhenefits are very good from the
plant, the people that work there and for the community. My
daughter works in town for Clear Channel Radio and it benefits
her as well because people buy the stuff that she's selling

advertisements for. So I think it's a good thing. &nd I think
the requirements that we're satisfying is good. 8o that’'s ny
pro view of it.

(End of statement.)
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May 5, 2014.

Comment by: Eileen Lujan

Froam: Grants, New Mexico

MS. EILEEN LUJAN: I live in the area. I travel the

route leaving Farmington to get to Gallup, so it gives a

shortcut. My concern is the rough road that we have to travel

on, the washboard area. I think the road should be paved and

well maintained. Once the pavement is in, they need to --
24001
somebody has to be -- the maintenance should go along. Once
they get the easement, they should maintain the road to it,
because sometimes they put in the road and they don't maintain
it after that.

The right-of-way should be fenced off on the east
side going south because we get -- where Mom lives on the east
side of that right-of-way, we get intruders from the west side
to get to the areas. We have -- Mom has a grazing pemmit and
, ; 24002
they have livestock there. She has livestock there.

80 I think the fence should be there and not --
to be -- well, not just for anybody to leave the road there.

It should be fenced or something, not to go east, leaving the

area.
And then the air pollution I think really needs to he
taken care of. They always say -- we're told, yeah, it's going | 2400

to be taken care of. I just want them to keep their word. We

want hetter air, cleaner air, plus the cleaner water. W\24m3

(End of statement.)

Comment Letter 24.......ooooiiiiiiiiiiiieee e Lujan, E.

Response 24.001

The Navajo Nation is responsible for road construction requirements.

Response 24.002

Thank you for your comment. Fencing is not proposed as part of the
project, and the project does not cause the cited effects.

Response 24.003

The potential environmental impacts with regard to air quality and water
resources is provided in Sections 4.1 and 4.5 of the Draft EIS,
respectively.
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May 5, 2014
Cormment by: Rochelle Benally

From: Farmington, New Mexico

M3. ROCHELLE BENALLY: So I'wve worked at the
plant for the last ten to -- ten to 11 years. And I
feel that we need to -- I support this whole process. I
want to get a favorable outcome of the EIS. And I think
the plant and the mines are heneficial to the comamunity.
They're one of the biggest assets that the Navajo Nation
has, and I think that if we didn't get favorable
outcome, I think that we would -- it would he
detrimental to the committee in the area. 8o we support
a lot of the area bases, we do a lot of volunteer work.
I give to the charities in the area and I just think
that it's -- it's very important that we get a favorable
outcome with this, and I support it.

2nd a lot of the communities rely on us
for -- even just -- I don't know how to say it, but I
guess the -- some of the cownunity members don't have
heating, proper heating systems in their homes, and so
they rely on the mine during the winter times and they
use the coal from that to heat their homes in the
winter. And there is a lot of those families out there

that don't have, you know, heating systems or, you know,

25001

25.002

Comment Letter 25. ... Benally, R.

Response 25.001

Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
impacts of the project is provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.
Response 25.002

Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
impacts of the project is provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.
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electric furnaces or any of that stuff in the area. 8o
they rely on some of that. And I think if we did away
with the plant and the mine, it would do away with a lot
of jobs. We're going to end up losing a lot, you know,
in this committee and also the Navajo Nation. So that's
all T have to say.

(End of comment.)

25.002
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May 5, 2014
Comment by: Reginald Young

From: Fruitland, New Mexico

MR. REGINALD YOUNG: I personally feel that
we should keep our power plants and our coal mines
going, nuwwber one, because I work in that field and I've
been making a living off of that to support my family;
not only my personal family, like my mother, my
brothers, my sisters, my nephews, I help them out with
the money I make off of that company. I am a
subcontractor and I work out at BHP every day. And if
they were to cut back, that is going to really put a
hindrance on everybody's survival, especially my family.

And a lot of people that work at BHP,
they're against keeping the coal company running, but
yet it's like they -- they're there just for the money.
That's all they care about is the money. They say they
care about the environment, but yet I know where they
live, and you look at their houses, and everything they
have there is paid for by the local money they make off
of BHP. &nd I've known people in the present that still
work for BHP that are still supporting their grown adult
kids off the money they make from BHP. And my father

used to work at APS also, so I know the feeling of how

26.001

CommENt LEtEr 26.......ceviiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e Young, R.

Response 26.001

Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
impacts of the project is provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.
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it is to depend to make a living off of an entity, APS
and BHP. And the amount of money that locally is -- I
guess I would say is second to none. Nobody else does
that, especially locally. ©0il and gas here is hit and
miss. We don't know what is going to happen. But for
sure coal, it's there, it's always going to be there.
We got years and years of coal that we can farm and use
that to supply the local power plant to keep our lives
going the way what we're used to. And so personally I
am in favor of leaving things the way they are, keep the
mine and APS running, that's all.

(End of comment.)
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May 5, 2014
Cormment by: Andrew Johnson
From: Farmington, New Mexico

MR. ANDREW JOHNSON: I just want to say that
I am a proponent and in support of the draft EIS as it
currently stands. I support the renewal of the lease
for the power plant, the renewal of the lease for the
transmission lines and renewal of the lease for the
nine.

I could go on about how I feel of the draft
EIS"s verbiage about climate change. I think the debate
still needs to continue. I think we need more evidence
before we call climate change, you know, anthropogenic,
human caused. I would also like the discussion to
continue about the type of technology used under the
BART proposed ruling. I believe San Juan generating
station uses or they've been allowed to use a different
type, a less expensive type, of catalytic reduction or
selective catalytic reduction. And I think since these
two power plants exist in the same vicinity, that we
should -- that APS should be given the same
consideration to use that technology. Yeah. That's
really all I have to say.

(End of comment.)

7.001

COomMMENT LN 27 v Johnson, A.

Response 27.001

Thank you for your comment. The Federal Implementation Plan for
BART at FCPP was established by EPA in 2012, and the selection of
technology was a business decision by the owners of the FCPP. The
selected technology is part of the baseline of this EIS, and the long-
term consequences of that decision are analyzed in the EIS.
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CommeNnt LEEEr 28......ceeiieiiie e Falk, C.

May 5, 2014 Response 28.001

Copmipnrobye  RopnreiBell Please see Master Response #2, Renewable Energy Alternatives.

From: Farmington, New Mexico

Response 28.002

Thank you for your comment. Climate Change is addressed in Section
4.2 of the Draft EIS, as well as in Section 4.18, Cumulative Impacts.
important to examine clean energy alternatives, and in With regard to renewable energy alternatives, please see Master
Response #2, Renewable Energy Alternatives.

MS. CONNIE FALK: I think it's really

that process, to accurately estimate all of the costs 22.001

involved and all of the alternatives. And the costs to

future generations of coal mining need to be taken into
consideration. &nd this is the most crucial period in
history that we have to do something to mitigate climate
change. And if we don't do something now, we're going
to have a really serious problem for our children and
our grandchildren. &1l of the fossil fuels need to be
left in the ground. And this coal mine project is
insane. It's worse than insane to be even thinking
about continuing to mine coal when we have wind and we
solar resources available to us here. We have
transmission lines that can take that solar and wind
energy out to other communities and our communities as
well.

80 I think the fact that we're even having
or even considering coal mining, continued coal mining,
is a wvery big mistake and that it's a mistake that all

of our ancestors will pay -- our descendents will pay,
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our dependents are going to pay. &nd I don't care what
they have in the documents here, they will never
convince me that there is no health impacts from mining
coal and spewing heavy metals into the atmosphere.

I can see the power plant from my back porch
and I can see what is in the air. I can see what is
deposited in my house and I can see the health impact in
the comaunity and I know there is health impacts. &nd I
also know that wind and solar are competitive with coal
mining. And if they have any evidence to the contrary,
then there is something wrong with their analysis and
they need to reconsider that analysis. &nd I just hope
that this train isn't too far down the tracks to be
stopped, this coal mine train.

This is a company town. But I still think
that people who understand the ramifications of climate
change need to speak out and that's why I'm making this
statement. I've heen a teacher of climate change
science and I understand climate change and I understand
what we're doing with the climate, and it's the most
serious issue of this generation. It's a pivotal moment
in history and the right decision to leave the coal in
the ground.

(End of comment.)

28.002
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Comment Letter 29.......o i Hatfield, R.
May 5, 2014 Response 29.001
Comment by: Rick Hatfield Thank you for your comment. The public meetings were conducted in
From: Farmington, New Mexico accordance with CEQ NEPA Regulations and the OSMRE NEPA
Handbook.
MR. RICK HATFIELD: I think -- I wasn't Response 29.002
going to say anything because I don't know technical a Thank you for your comment. Pages 4.17-22 throth 4.17-24

summarizes the results of the Human Health Risk Assessment
performed for the Project. In addition, a discussion of the results of
agenda to the presentation here and that it focused on human health risk assessment evaluating potential impacts of the

s emissions from the Navajo Mine is located on pages 4.17-19 through
4.17-22 of the Draft EIS.

lot. But my concern is that it feels like there was an

the positives and didn't clarify the costs and the
downside.

When I talked about environment impact, the
global warming consideration, I asked them how it was,
and it was this very vague answer, very clear on, here
is how much money is going to be made. I asked about
why they didn't look into alternatives that would be
better for the environment and they said economically it
wasn't feasible.

So again it seems to me it was pretty
clearly coming from, we want this, we're going to try it
make it.

You know, to be told that it's having no
health impact is, in my mind, ludicrous and makes me
distrust the system and the way they went about it, if i
they came to that conclusion.

(End of comment.)
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Comment Letter 30.......ccoeiiiiiiiiiiiie e Manygoats, G.

M 5, 2014
o Response

Comment by: Gilbert Manygoats Thank you for your comments

Frorm: Kayenta, Arizona

CCMMENTER: On this scoping, EIS, I find all
that information involve man and people are giving the
right information out. I for myself, I come from -- I
graduated from San Juan College. I studied industrial
process operating, which is mostly fossil fuel
generation and oil fields, natural gas, that type of
background. &s far as my instructors goes, they have
over probably a hundred years of experience in coal
generation.

And my two years at San Juan College, all
I've been hearing are stewardship of environment. And
as far as my relationship to stewardship, I've always
trained that Navajo generating station -- I went through
their O&M school. There they kept stressing the idea of
environmental stewardship. I came to APS, same process,
same school. Instructors kept stressing environmental
stewardship. And now that I'm an employee of APS, and
for the last three years, everything that was taught to
me through my instructors at San Juan College, I have
not seen anything but envirommental stewardship from the

coal companies in the Four Corners area that I have
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sSeen.

S0 as far as keeping the surface mine and
the generating plant open, I say APS is doing a good Jjob
in complying with the environmental acts that are
proposed. That’s all I gotta say.

I did see an environmental hazard impact to
the envirorment 23 years ago. I was in Irag when the
0il fields were burning, so I saw what carbon fuels can
do to the enviromment. I seen what it does to the
marine life. I seen what it did to the -- to the local
species. So I know what would happen if we didn't do
our job right. I know what kind of impact it would do
to the land. 8o there is no other better place to
impact environment than working at a power plant making
sure that they're doing the right thing and being in the
process of doing that. 8o that's about it.

(End of comment.)
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Comment Letter L. Segay, T.
May 5, 2014 Response 31.001
Gomment by LiLiasy Segay Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
From: Chinle, Arizona impacts of the project is provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.

COMMENTER: Well, I strongly believe that
it's good thing for the area. The biggest concern that
I had was like the soil and the water supply and like
the employment. But going around and getting more
information, I feel a little bit better. And the reason
why, vyou know -- or one of my biggest concern was
because, you know, my dad is currently employed at Four 31.001

Corners power plant and I feel like it's good because it

helps the area as far as employees. And it seems like
they have everything controlled as far as soil and the
alr. And if it wasn't for my dad being employed, I
wouldn't have been able to go to college and getting my
bachelor's degree in computer science at Navajo
Technical University. That's it.

(End of comment.)
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May 6, 2014

Comment by: Sarah White

From: Burnham, New Mexico

MS. SARAH WHITE: I want to make a comment on

several dssues heres JI'11l make the rest: of dt @t the

Nenahnezad. We need water studies. We need to have it done on

the San Juan River as well as the wells around the Navajo mine

and the parkland. The reason is because of the coal combustion

32.001
waste.

They say here on the board that the fly ash, the coal
combustion waste are lime, and they dispose of the ash on the

lime ponds. Most of it probably is, but I have seen different.

I have seen on the lakes —-- I went and drove around looking for
cattle, whatever. I drove around and I seen them licking on
the bottom of the pond where -- you know, you mix that. Like a
regular lake. So like they have licks and you can see them
white coming out. And then from there is only -- just a short
ways from the Chaco Wash and you see that white spot along the
way 1s where the water runs down into the Chaco Wash. And the
Chaco Wash runs into San Juan River, and thousands of people

depend on that water for drinking. We need that study.

Climate change. I have a concern about climate

COMMENT LEIEEN 32 i White, S.

Response 32.001

The potential effects of fly ash disposal at FCPP and placement at the
Navajo Mine are discussed in the EIS. Section 4.5 of the Draft EIS
describes the potential environmental impacts of the proposed action
and alternatives with regard to surface water and groundwater quantity
and quality. Data used in conducting the analysis includes groundwater
monitoring and surface water monitoring data collected by BNCC, APS,
and the Navajo Nation.

Response 32.002

Climate change is addressed in Section 4.2 of the Draft EIS.
Cumulative impacts of other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable
actions are addressed in Section 4.18 of the Draft EIS.

32,002
change. I'm over 60 years old. When 15, I realized what the
weather is like. When I was 15, 20, 25, 30, the weather was
pretty good. We had a good weather. 1In the springtime, yeah,
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we have wind, but it would die down like around April, May.
And we used to have rain in the summertime. We used to have a
lot of grass for grazing. We don't have that anymore. We have
nothing but wind in the summertime, all summer long. Last year
we had wind. Nothing. It's a drought, no rain. And in the
summertime the temperature rises. It gets so hot and normally
it never used to do that. Because I used to herd the sheep in
the summertime and I never had a problem being hot. But now
it's just extremely hot.

And in the wintertime it gets very, very cold.
It goes below zero, and I have never seen weather turning cold
like that in the wintertime. And so the four seasons have
changed. It really changed. It's kind of switched. Like the
whole world, the whole thing has shifted aside is what it feels
like to me. I don't know if other people realize it, but the
weather is pretty bad. And so that's another thing. And all
that caused by uranium oil and gas, power plants, coal power
plants, coal ash, coal dust.

And the health. The health goes hand in hand
with climate change to me. I'm not an expert, I'm not a
scientist. I don't have a Ph.D. But I am a native and I know
my land. I know the air because I live it and that's how I was
raised. It's like you understand everything on the face of

this earth where you grew up because you're there all the time.

I know which way the moon turns and I know which way it goes 7

32.008

Response 32.003

Pages 4.17-22 through 4.17-24 summarizes the results of the Human
Health Risk Assessment performed for the Project. In addition, a
discussion of the results of human health risk assessment evaluating
potential impacts of the emissions from the Navajo Mine is located on
pages 4.17-19 through 4.17-22 of the Draft EIS. The health study also
includes quantification of the effects of fugitive dust, diesel particulate
matter, and reference to public health evaluations of the area by New
Mexico Environment Department and others.
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and I know it tells a lot about the weather. If it's going to
rain or if it's going to be windy or it's going to be cold, you
know, we know all these things.

And so the health impact is very bad in Four
Corners. I know a lot of people are very sick, some of them
very sick with heart disease, respiratory problems, asthma.
That goes with all kinds of different respiratory problems.
And I know a lot of people because I do make home visits and
I'm always out in the public. I myself have asthma and I have
a sinus problem. And I have a son that has asthma. My
grandson that was just here, when he gets a little bit of a
cold he has to go on nebulizer. And there's a lot of people
like that. There's kidney disease, heart disease, respiratory
problems and diabetes.

And I know a lot of this problem from diabetes
and all of this disease also combines with food, the food that
we eat. That's not because we overeat, but we're also eating a
lot of chemicals and preservative food and a lot of GMO food.
So that plays a lot of -- you know, it puts a lot of toxin in
our body and that's why there's a lot of diabetes.

Not only that. The power plant, the smoke, the
pollution has a lot to do with that, too, because we breathe it
every day, every night. You're 24 hours in it. And so is the
coal ash and so is the coal dust.

I did some research on the coal dust. The coal
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dust is more toxic than the smoke that's coming out of the
stack. And there's people that live around the coal mine now
that have respiratory problems and they have other health
issues. It affects your intestinal problems, your brain, your
lungs and your heart.

So what I'm requesting through this EIS is we
would like to have a health study. We have not had -- we've
been asking for a health study for the last 10 years, and what
the Office of Surface Mining told us is that they did a health
study, a health study that they did in-house with people that
burn coal in the wood stove and they did find a lot of
pollution inside the house, of course. Of course, there would
be.

But what we're seeing is that in general in the
community of the Four Corners, not only natives but all colors,
whites, African-American, native people, we all need to have a
health study. So this is going to be one of my comments. Let
me see if I find another one. What I'm going -- I'll be giving
some other comments tomorrow.

Another thing that is my concern is that all
those posters that are out there has a lot to do with the
comments that we put from the scoping meeting, and that's what
it is. And then the book is about that big. It's 1,500 pages.

Nobody is going to read all that in less than a month. Like

me, I just got mine last week. There's no way I'm going to \

Response 32.004

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period. OSMRE
provided the information in the EIS in a variety of formats, including
posterboards, experts available for question and answer (with
translators if needed), and a video that summarized the contents of the
Draft EIS in words and graphics.

32.004
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. . A - . "
TS, S il S5 Blien & WenEll, Eead. I, and. Bls Eple B Plants collected for food, medicine, ceremonies, and other traditional
understand it because it has a lot of some of these -— they're uses, are defined as Traditional Cultural Lifeway/Resources in the Draft

EIS (Glossary, p. 7-9). These resources are addressed in Section
4.4.2.4 in regards to traditional use and traditional cultural properties
understand: T had ko mead bhem Like kwo: on bhnee Sdmes In and described in confidential reports. Additionally, the Navajo Nation
and Hopi have provided information regarding the species that the
Tribes rely on for subsistence.

written in more like real legal, and a lot of it I can't

order for me to comprehend what it's talking about. And there

are —— a lot of people are like that. And so it is hard to

understand them.

And as I see and what I comprehend from that book
so far, from the little time that I have like reading of it and
compared it with those posters, those posters that are out
there is collected from the scoping meetings that we had about
a year—-and-a-half ago or two years. A lot of them, what it

talks about is really nothing compared to what we're talking

about. It just puts out there as like a show. But it's not
really —-- they didn't really do a study that we asked them to
do.

The environment. We're talking about herbal.
The Native American people, the Navajos, they live off the
land. They use herbal medicine. I use herbal medicine. A lot
of people that use herbal medicines are dying out in this area.
We collect these vegetables in the springtime, like wild onions 32.005
and parsley and wild carrots and they're good and you can cook
with them. They're seasonings. That's how I season my food.

I have a jar of parsley like that that I collected about five

years ago. I'm really preserving it and I still have some of 7
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G5

And we're talking about all these medicine, herbs
that has been growing out in the area of the BHP and the Four
Corners power plant. All these, they need to be carefully
studied. I think I'm done.

({End of statement.)
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May 6, 2014

Comment by: Annie Walker
From: Flagstaff, Arizona

MS. ANNIE WALKER: I have family members who live in
Page and I have family members who live in Kirtland, also.
Well, my concern is the health issue, related to health issues.
Like my sisters, my sister and her family, live right very
close to the NGS in Page. I know this is for Four Corners, but
I'm going to visit my family that's over here and see where
they live. I know they live in Kirtland. I don't really know
the town too good.

But where my sister and her family live, they
live like kind of under the smokestacks. And I tell her, I
said, "Why don't you go over to the power plant and ask them to
monitor yours and these people's health who live around here."
I said, "There are toxins that are released." Especially after
somebody from the Grand Canyon -- I think it was Grand Canyon
National Park. I didn't bring the article.
But mercury was found in the trout in the

Colorado River. And so I called my sister. I said this is
exactly, you know, why I always suggest that you monitor your
health. I said monitor your children's behavior, are they any
different, are their behaviors different from two years ago

versus now, things like that I said you need to look out for.

33.001

Comment LEetter 33 ..o Walker, A.

Response 33.001

Pages 4.17-22 through 4.17-24 summarizes the results of the Human
Health Risk Assessment performed for the Project. In addition, a
discussion of the results of human health risk assessment evaluating
potential impacts of the emissions from the Navajo Mine is located on
pages 4.17-19 through 4.17-22 of the Draft EIS. There was not a
significant impact that would require mitigation such as that described
by the commenter.
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I said you're just not even looking out after yourself or your
family.

And so I said ask the power plant to monitor your
health at their expense and not with power plant doctors,
somebody else. That would be objective and not be influenced
by the power plant. And so that's one of my concerns.

So tomorrow when I visit my family over in
Kirtland, I'm going to sort of ask them the same thing. I
don't know how far Kirtland is from the power plant, Four
Corners, I don't know, but I'll find out and see tomorrow. So
that's -- and I'm just going to make it my project, you know,
from here on, especially relating to health, because I think
it's important. ©Not really health, but I think that
something -- the toxin also affects people's cognition. It
affects your brain, I guess, your intelligence.

So that's some of my concern. I just want to --
that's why I'm going to go ahead and write it up, too. I have
one of those forms. I know people say, "You must be from the
area." It sounds like if we live way over there about a
hundred miles, we can't say anything.

But my -—- I vote in the Navajo tribal election,

and I feel that I don't care where the power plants are,

Response 33.002

Thank you for your comment. The Navajo Nation is a cooperating
agency for this project and is working closely with OSMRE and the
other cooperating agencies to evaluate the potential impacts of the
proposed project and alternatives.

whether they're NGS or Four Corners Power Plant. I feel I want S
an input because by trade -- well, I used to be a teacher and
I'm very concerned about, you know, kids. So we have kids all J/
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over the Navajo Nation, not just here in this particular area.
But I think to say that you don't live here so you can't say
anything, I think that's discrimination, you know. To me, that
is —— so I don't like that. That's it.

{End of statement.)
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Comment Letter 34 ... Benally, L.

May 6, 2014
Response 34.001

Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
impacts of the project is provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.

Comment by: Lorenzo Benally

From: Shiprock, New Mexico

MR. LORENZO BENALLY: The mine is -- it will really
help out the economy here in San Juan County, jobs for all the
people up here. The mine has about 400 employees out there,
plus I think there's another like 400 out at the power plant. 34.001
So if the mine doesn't go through, then the power plant will

probably have no coal, so it might go down, I guess, as a pair.

And I guess it's just important for all the families here.

There's really a lot of farming in Shiprock here.
It's kind of like a rural area to where there's not really many
jobs out there for all the people. If they shut down the mine
or the plant, where are all these people going to get jobs?
There's going to be like what, 800 families that are going to
be leaving elsewhere to find a job.

I think it's important for the tribe to, I guess,
give the permits for the mine so it can stay open past 2016 for
all these people. And then on the other side, after they do
the mining and reclamation, the reclamation side of it, they
can actually do anything with the land after that, after they
mine it. They can make it into farmland, put water ponds out
there and stuff like that for animals. They can do anything

with it. I don't know.
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I guess that's the main thing is just the job,
because I work out there at the mine. And it's for the economy
here, too. It will be good to keep it open. The main thing is
just the jobs here in San Juan County. The Navajo Nation
owning the power plant and then the mine, I think it's
something good for the tribe. I don't know how you say that.

I guess it will help out the tribe economically, too, give them
some money and stuff. Financially it will help them out, too.

I don't know if I should say this, but it would
be pretty good for the tribe to look into -- I know they put a
hold on that other power plant, Desert Rock, pulling that back
out. And then trying to put that in, that would be good, add
some more jobs here in the county for more people. Plus it
will be a top-of-the-line power plant where it would control
all the emissions and everything today. Yeah, that's about all
I can think of saying. I don't know what else to talk about on
that.

{End of statement.)

Response 34.002

34.002

Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
impacts of the project is provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.
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Comment Letter 35....... Walter, J.
MaY 8y 2014 Response 35.001
comment by wimmie Halles Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
From: Cudie Chapter impacts of the project is provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.

MR. JIMMIE WALTER: I think there is good
information going around and a lot of things that are
pros and cons the air quality people think about. And
mostly I'm worried about the socioeconomic. The way I
look at it, I know we need good guality air but there is

35.001
a lot of socioeconomics that is going to affect a lot of
people. And Wal-Mart is going to be closed. Mostly I
think it's sociceconomics, what is going to happen to
people. And I went to one of their meetings and signing
of the power plant, on their leasing, and they brought a
lot of stuff from the tribal council. They talked about
signing the lease, a lot of stuff that is going to
affect them and affect a lot of people. And like the
United Way, Navajo Way, it's going to affect a lot of
people that is being helped. And people that lives in
Farmington, you know, the wvendors that come out to the
power plant, BHP, even the PNM, you know, it's going to
affect a lot of people, the closing of the -- either not
signing or closing it down, it's going to affect a lot
of people. To me that's what -- I look at it that way.

And we need the economy. And look what Shiprock is now,
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there is only fast food, that's it, if you look around

here.

So that is my —-- the one I'm kind of worried

about and that's about it.

{End of comment.)
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May 6, 2014
Comment by: Kennedy Phillips

From: Red Valley, Arizona

COMMENTER: I think with the environmental
impact that we're going through right now, we can see
that there could be some changes, you know, within the
power plant, you know, by putting some catalytics to
reduce our emissions which would really help, yvou know,
in the environmental part of -- the control with the
EPA.

And part of it, they could also -- with the
loss of three units, it's really going to impact our
economy too. Where are we going to get another job, you
know, to be feeding our family, you know, children.
Because with the plant keep going, you know, it's going
to really help the ones that are running the power
plant. And with the new emission put in there, you
know, reduce all the pollutants, that will help keep
people have their jobs, you know, behind the plant.
That's how I see that's going to —-—- one of the things
that I understand. That will help reduce all the
environmental that we have, we have a reduction to --
for healthier, you know, for a better place to live. So

that's what I see.

36.001

Comment Letter 36.......ccceoiviiiiiiiieeeieeeee e Phillips, K.

Response 36.001

Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
impacts of the project is provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.
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A lot of things to learn out there. A lot
of things that we see that, you know, 1it's an eye
opening, you know. And I think there is a lot of people
that don't realize that there is something out here
that, you know, it can impact through these. But I'm
glad that we are seeing that, we're trying to control
it, trying to see it to help our children that are
coming, you know. But they don't realize that's what we
have, you know.

And what I understand myself too is that
it's not just the pollutants that is impacting our
environment, you know, there is so many other things
that is out there that are coming at us, you know, even
within our food, you know, what we eat, even the things
that we eat out there, I mean, where they all come in
from, from outside. So they impacting us too for our
health, health-wise.

But I just want to say that it really puts
you to the point where that as me working out here in
the power plant, I understand the environmental part of
it, you know, to really help to reduce all of that, you
know. Something like that. I see that's really
important. Just not for myself, but for everybody, you
know. That's what I kind of learn out here, you know,

what they're teaching out here and what is going to be

happening from here on, you know.

{End of comment.)
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May 7, 2014
Comment by: Scott Brady

From: Shiprock, New Mexico

MR. SCOTT BRADY: My name is Scott Brady and
I am a Navajo Indian. I'm 58 and I've been emploved at
the APS power plant for 34 years. During this time,
I've changed some ideas about industry, heavy. I went
through the trades and became an electrician. I served
in that craft for about 20 years and abcut 14 in
management. During the 20 yvears, I was one of the union
officials for emplovment at APS. My maln concern was
equality toward Navajos.

During this time, I started out and went to
college for a while, but I didn't really fit and I came
back and went to work thinking I would go back to
college. I ended up making it a career. It's done me
good, my family. I've raised three kids. And they'wve
all been funded ccllege money to go by my employment
here at the plant. My daughter is an R.N. now, my son
is in business management with a major corporation, and
wy vounger soh is a national guard deciding what he
wants to do. HNot only has this money been available for
me but it's been available for my extended family. I

take care of my parents, my nieces; they're going to

Comment Letter 37

May 2015

Appendix F

4-65



Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine Energy Project
Final Environmental Impact Statement

COMMENT #37

college now. Two of them are sophomores and cne is a
freshman, so we're helping to fund them. On my wife's
side, we have one =ingle parent we're helping and one
divorced nephew whe is trying to cope and learn skills.

But all this -- it's not all about the
money, but it's about being able to grow and find a
rlace, a niche, 1f wyou would, in the world. Many people
right now are talking about how polluted it is. When I
was young, I knew it was the biggest power plant in the
world. It's about 15 down in the world now and we're
probably getting smaller because we closged out three of
them which were the bigger polluters. But they were
controlled. This plant, if we go back and look at the
real statistics, 1t would show that the power plant
itself gained a lot of money from outside, they were
buying credits, they were calling them credits. Ncbody
ever talks about that because that is not faveorable. It
brought money into the company and the reservation by
utilizing this low sulfur coal and being able to use
those credits.

But I think it's a positive impact. I never
really knew how much until I started studying the
econcmy of the reservation. We provide upwards c¢f a
third of the total tribkal budget from the mine and power

rlant, the leases. And this doesn't even include the

37.001

Response 37.001

Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
impacts of the project is provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.
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employment of, say, somebody like myself who is a
MNavajo, tribal Navajo employee, because I don't depend
on the government, the Navajo Nation, but I help to
bring meonies in sc they can use that money to fund
whatever we want to do on the reservation.

Solar power and the industries coming along,
and we've always thought it would be —- I thought it was
always golng to be hydrogen power going to put us ocut of
business. Right now, I think the power plants around
this area, they're working to control what pecple are
calling pollution. But real culprit in a lot of this is
China. They have heavy coal use and no peollution
control. Much like they had the smelters in Mexico when
I grew up in the '70s, I remember them being very toxic,
a lot of pollutants and they were just across the
border. It was bilg news and big concerns about their
non-compliance, yet the Americans, the American plants
went out of business because they had to do pollution
control.

In my mind, I don't want to see that happen.
We always make fun of pecple and say, hey, we keep the
lights on in the refrigerator. But we do provide the
necessity. I think it's still a gross negligence on our
trikal government and even our citizens out here that we

have pecple without electricity and running water. I

37.002

Response 37.002

Thank you for your comment. Extension of utility systems within the
Navajo Nation is the purview of the Navajo Nation government and
outside the scope of this EIS. An evaluation of potential impacts with
regard to Environmental Justice is included in Section 4.11 of the
Draft EIS.
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know these power lines, grew up to learn about them, the
Moenkopi line and Cholla I and IT lines that go directly
across the reservation, and that is a lot of energy
passing people that don't even have electricity. I
don't think most of them have solar power either.

But we have a lot of technology here. And
what is the problem is a lot of people in my generaticn
have accepted it. We're probably the onset of people
that visited with computers. I know in the shop I work
in, 1t was a Tandy 2000, They were 5o proud of that
computer. And we developed what we've got now, many

generations. But there iz a strong populaticn cut here

of Navajos that have good minds. I work with a bunch of
individuals. I work in what they call contrecls
department. We actually do the computer work. Most

power plants have engineers with master's, doctorate
degrees doing this work; whereas, journeyman have
learned and applied themselves and know the skills, ins
and outs of all the controls and computers. So based on
this, my -— I feel positive that we should pass the
energy policies and the envircnmental statements and
continue with being good stewards of the Navajo lands.
We should continue to see some kind of transformation
from coal. But I don't think that is here yet. Mavbe

another 40 to 50 years until they develop scmething that

37.003

Response 37.003

Thank you for your comment. Please see Master Response #2,
Renewable Energy Alternatives.
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would take its place. Some people have suggested
nuclear but I don't think that is the way to go. We
won't even dig the uraniwn out of our countryv.

But all and all, T would like to conclude
and say that I am in favor of 1it. Most people that I
know, my extended family, they know we work here and
they benefit from it and they're in favor of it. And
they do have some relatiwves out here that work at the
mine and other mines. And we've all been very
productive in the lives that we lead. And for the
future generation, I would like to sgee this plant and
all the like experience be avallable to them. There is
a lot of people that cppose and those are the people
that I would like to educate them scmehow and say, what
are you going to put in place of the money that is going
to the tribe or the employment to the people on the
reservation. So conclusicon, 'ava'a't'eeh la, it's good
industry we have to control as Navajos. Thank you.

{(End of comment. )
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May 7, 2014
Comment by: Johnson Stevenson

From: Kirtland, New Mexico

MR. JOHNSON STEVENSON: Well, I just walked
in and my wife is over there and she said, "Go over
there and give your interview."

Anyway, I work for BHP for 36 years and I
started back in '78. I used to rodeo and used to ride
bulls, rope calves. And then I got this job over here
and been there like 36 years.

So —-- and then I supported my family and
been there with BHP and also I quit rodeoing, took this

job as a permanent job, help my family, raise my family,

Comment Letter 38

Response 38.001

Stevenson, J.

Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
impacts of the project is provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.

kids, all that, and raised kids and helped the family, 38.001
stuff like that. It was good, I liked it, I learned a
lot there. And I work as a tire man over there. So I
will be retired here in a couple of days. That's about
it, I guess.
{End of comment.)
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Comment Letter 3. Murphy, J.
7, 2014
oF Response 39.001
by: h h . . . .
comment byt John Hurphy Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
From: Farmington, New Mexico impacts of the project is provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.

MR. JOHN MURPHY: I was just going to say
that I'm for this and that I think it would be good for 39,001
the economy, especially with Farmington declining.
We've read in the paper about it declining. If you shut
down the power plant, instead of being the second worst
in the country, we might end up being the worst
declining city in the whole nation if we shut down. I'm
just thinking that it affects everybody in the city of
Farmington and Shiprock. And I saw that Shiprock would
be gaining -- maybe their economy would go up with the
sale of the mine, buying the mine out. So I don't think
they need to shut the plant down. It's been good to me
for 35 years.

{End of comment.)
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May 7, 2014
Comment by: Debra Murphy

From: Farmington, New Mexico

MS. DEBRA MURPHY: Ditto on that one.

Basically just I think it would really hurt
the economy and the livelihood of this area. Already
it's already bad because the o0il industry, gas industry
is down, so it's already bad. And we're rated like
number two in the nation and we could end up being
number one with lack of jobs and lack of work. And this
whole area is built on energy. The whole area is built
on energy and that's how people make their livelihood.

(End of comment.)

Comment Letter 40

Response 40.001

40.001

Murphy, D.

Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
impacts of the project is provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.
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May 7, 2014
Comment by: Jeannie Benally

From: Nenahnezad Chapter

MS. JEANNIE BENALLY: Okay. Well, my
grandpa, he's deceased. He's the one when he was the
council delegate for this chapter, he's the one that
helped approve for the mine to be here in operation.

And the main reason why he did that, made that decision
with the people here, was because of jobs, we needed
jobs, so our Navajo people, our young men and women, can
have jobs and work here.

So that was what happened way back then.

And so the mine was able to operate here on the
reservation. And, of course, we had to give up land for
it to happen, you know, because we did have land out
there where the mine is now situated.

And so -- and that was the reason why we
came here. I was asking guestions on what would happen
to the mine after it's reclaimed, then who gets it back,
you know. And so I guess that's up to the tribe and the
BIA, I was told. But anyway, we used to herd sheep out
there, me and her, we had sheep, Area III, way out

there, and so we would like to have it back because the

Navajo Nation had already agreed that that land is only \

41.001

41.002

Comment Letter 4. Benally, J.

Response 41.001

Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
impacts of the project is provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.

Response 41.002

As discussed on page 3-13 of the Draft EIS, the reclaimed areas are
revegetated to ensure that the land is capable of supporting the post-
mining land use, which is designated as livestock grazing and wildlife
habitat. A discussion of the potential impacts to agriculture, including
grazing, is included in Section 4.9, Land Use and Transportation, of the
Draft EIS.
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good for grazing and wildlife and that's what we used to
do was use it for grazing.

And then our community here has received
scholarships from the mine. And these are additional
scholarships to what the Navajo Nation provides. The
Navajo Nation does have a scholarship program. But
there is so many requests that they can't meet
everybody's needs. So our people, because we're
impacted here through the mine, we are able to get
additional scholarships for our kids. And that's what
we would like to see continue. Okay.

Well, I know in the past that, you know, the
community was very —-- well, they were complaining about
the environmental impacts, you know, of the mine and the
plant, power plant. But after visiting with all these
people, we find that OSM is funding, making sure they're
enforcing the regulations, you know, that pertain to
clean air, clean water, you know, that sort of thing.

So we see that that is what is happening now. And
because OSM has stepped in to really do that, we feel —-
well, I feel that, you know, I feel good about it as far
as the environmental impacts, just the way it was
explained to me and so forth. And that they actually
have a person that is in Albuquerque that oversees and

comes kind of like a police type person, you know, they

41.003

Response 41.003

Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
impacts of the project is provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.
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would come unannounced, you know, and check on things,
so before they never had that, you know. And so there
has been environmental impacts, yes, in the past. But

know that the Navajo mine have been trying their best

to, you know, remedy all those situations. And I know

especially with the power plant, we had to install some

equipment just to —-- and so that we get clean air, you
know. And I know those things are costly, you know.

But working together like that, you know, where we are

able to come to a common ground, you know, I think that

it's going to work out. Now that the Navajo Nation is
taking over, it will be that it will continue as such.

{End of comment.)

E
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Comment LEetLEr 42......couiiiiiiiiiiieeee e Stevenson, J.

May 7, 2014

Response 42.001
Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
impacts of the project is provided in Section 4.10. Pages 4.17-22
through 4.17-24 summarizes the results of the Human Health Risk

MS. JANET STEVENSON: Well, you know, I Assessment performed for the Project. In addition, a discussion of the
think having the mine and the power plant here, you results of human health risk assessment evaluating potential impacts of
the emissions from the Navajo Mine is located on pages 4.17-19
through 4.17-22 of the Draft EIS.

Comment by: Janet Stevenson

From: Nenahnezad Chapter

know, is kind of a blessing in disguise. Although maybe
like all the hazardous waste and the smoke stacks
emission probably was not good for our health and the
42.001

environment, but I think it did provide jobs and it

provided resources for us that we probably would never

be able to get ourselves, you know.

And, you know, I think the Navajo Nation was
blessed with resources, in that context anyways, because
you see other reservations and they don't have resources
wherever their reservations are. But here we have
resources that we're able to tap in through the mining
and all of that to where, you know, we're able to live,
you know, significant lives, you know.

And not only that, it provides jobs for our
children and then now the grandchildren. So that's the
main thing that I think is a blessing. But now we have
EPA who is supposedly making sure we -- the mine is in
compliance with certain standards, you know, so that is
good too.

And so that's the way I see it.

(End of comment.)
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May 7, 2014
Comment by: Norman Bryant
From: Kirtland, New Mexico

MR. NORMAN BRYANT: My comments would be the
power plant, the life of the power plan and the life of
the coal mine will need to be extended, not only for the
benefit of the local economy, but the Navajo Nation
depends on the resources provided by the power plant and
the Navajo mine or the coal mine for the schools and all
of the programs that are —-- not all the programs but
some of the programs that are provided by the Navajo
Nation to the elderly, to the -- in the form of utility
and monetary aid. And the power plant provides monetary
aid to the local schools, I think.

And I know that -—- I know the -- if the
power plant went away and the coal mine went away, that
the local economy would be devastated. I don't know if
it would be beyond recovery, but it would be devastated
significantly. I myself would have to hit the road, go
on the road again to find work, which I don't want to do
right now. And basically that would be the end of my
gripe.

{End of comment.)

43.001

Comment Letter 43... ..o Bryant, N.

Response 43.001

Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
impacts of the project in provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.
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May 7, 2014
Comment by: Lynn Harris
From: Kirtland, New Mexico

MS. LYNN HARRIS: Actually, I think the
whole thing was about whether you're in support of, I
guess, Pinabete, and also to be able to extend the power
plant's lease. And I'm pretty much in agreement with
practically almost everything, especially the cultural
one, the archeological stuff that pertains to our
culture and stuff. BAnd I pretty much like what I heard
this evening. And pretty much I'm in support of it. I
haven't heard anything I don't like yet. But it is
something I am in support for because if they do shut
the plant down, it would really devastate the economy in
Farmington and all the surrounding areas.

But it's just the pollution problem, I wish
they could get that part under control, which I guess
they are going to be doing or in that process. Once
everything is approved, I know they're waiting for the
approval from BIA, so I do hope they push that along and
get this all pretty much settled. I know they need to
extend the -- to renew the lease for the -- this Area V
and to approve the lines, these three here, actually

six, the transmission lines. And actually I'm in

support of alternative B, the Navajo mine extension

proj Es If they don't approve that, I'm in support of
alternate D. You know, the -- I think that's pertaining
to the fly ash and the containment part. And there is &

lot. I think that's it. Yeah.

(End of comment.)

44.001

44.002

CommeENt LELEN 44..... e Harris, L.

Response 44.001

Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
impacts of the project in provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.

Response 44.002

Thank you for your comment. The Draft EIS contains an evaluation of
potential environmental impacts of the proposed action and alternatives
for numerous resource areas, including air quality, climate change,
water resources, public health, hazardous materials, noise, visual
resources.
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CommeNnt LEEEr 45. ... Milford

May 7, 2014
Comment by: Milford

From: Shiprock, New Mexico

MILFORD: First of all, I am an employee of
Arizona Public Service Company, born and raised here in
the northwest part of the state in Shiprock. My family
has been in Shiprock for generations. And anyway,
growing up in this part of the region, not even knowing
what a power plant was to begin with, because as a young
child, I was raised herding sheep. And I used to look
this way and I used to see the stacks of units one and
two and never even knew where the electricity was
generated or how it was made. But anyway, as I grew up,
I didn't really know that I would end up working for the
utility company, APS. But I guess I was just fortunate
enough after a few years of college that I did come to
work and they wanted to keep me as an employee and I've
been employed with APS for 31 years.

And I look at what I have done as, you know,
being fortunate to be employed with the company that has
given me, you know, given me a means to do better than
most folks, you know, within our community. And our
company, you know, we do a lot for the Navajo Nation.

They don't publicize, the Navajo Nation doesn't
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Response 45.001

publicize what the companies has done for them as far as Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
impacts of the project in provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.

contributions, I know that. So a lot of Navajo people
on the reservations, they don't see the contributions
that the company has given and I think that's the reason
why we're running into so many issues with negative
feedback from those type of people. But anyway, the
company does, both the mine and the power company, they
do contribute a lot to the tribe, to the State of

New Mexico, and provide a service for the customers, you
know, who are paying for utilities.

Anyway, I feel like if we were to lose these
industries, the Navajo Nation was to lose these
industries, what other industries are there, you know.
Zero on the Navajo Nation itself. They can't -- the
economic impact it would cause to the Navajo Nation, not
only through -- to local here but the tribe itself =
because of the taxes and royalties that the Navajo
Nation receives from our companies, you know, it would
cause a massive layoff probably at the Navajo Nation

level with the tribal employees. You know, I can see a

big negative impact that way.

And so I think that what a lot of our people
don't see is that due to what this company has provided,
I mean, it has been positive. And, yes, we're an

industry, people are against it because of what people
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are environmentally conscious about, about things,
environmentally conscious about the area here. But, you
know, the companies themselves are being —-- there is a
lot of oversights through federal agencies and state
agencies and tribal agencies that all keep an eye on
what these -- what our companies are doing. So there is
no way that what we do is going to -- what we do in our
industry is going to, you know, have a real negative
type impact, I guess. I think that's what concerns a
lot of people.

With all like I said with all the agencies
that are involved and all the oversights that goes on,
there is no way that this company is or companies are
not complying with all the standards. They're even
exceeding a lot of it. So, you know, that is -- that is
what I see and that's my experience as far as being, you
know, employved by the company.

{(End of comment.)
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May 7, 2014
Comment by: Stanley Simms

From: Pinabete, New Mexico

MR. STANLEY SIMMS: (THROUGH THE INTERPRETER) My
name is Stanley Simms. I'm originally coming from the Pinabete
permit area. He's stated to me that he is concerned about some
archeological ruins that are on top of a mesa. He didn't
identify the mesa. It's on top of the mesa and it's a rock
structure that he thinks is not protected.

So he's wanting to know if that specific place
has been identified. He noticed that when the blasting is
going on at the mine, it causes the structure to crumble or
move in some fashion, and he had that question and he wanted to
state that concern.

He identified a location called Table Mesa to the
northwest of the mine, and there's a road that goes from Table
Mesa through and around the mine and it passes over a railroad
track. And here's the wash right here between the Table Mesa
and the railroad track, and the mesa is right here within the
mine area. He said the ruin is right on top of this mesa. And
this is the road coming from Table Mesa to their home, which is
outside the boundary of the mine.

I just told him keep that map because we can't

write it in. We can describe the location, but if somebody
should go out there, then they'll be able to identify the
That was all of my concern.

(End of statement.)

46.001

CommeNnt LETEr 46......ccouniiieiiiiiiice e Simms, S.

Response 46.001

Section 4.4, Cultural Resources, of the Draft EIS discusses historical
resources, archaeological resources, and traditional cultural properties
that could be affected by the project. The analysis was based on
extensive archaeological surveys conducted in conjunction with the
Navajo Nation Tribal Preservation Office. Two programmatic
agreements have been developed for the project to address the
protection of cultural resources and artifacts and are attachments to the
Final EIS. A discussion of the tribal and Section 106 consultation
processes through which these programmatic agreements were
developed is provided in Section 4.4, Cultural Resources.
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May 7, 2014

Comment by: Ena Eltsosie

From: Morgan Lake, New Mexico

MS. ENA ELTSOSIE: I'm concerned about our land, our

grazing land area which was passed on to us by my father who

has now passed on. It is north of Morgan Lake. That is where

our grazing area is located. My concern is that the N36

highway has divided our grazing area. And we have people who

work at the Navajo Mine and APS from the west, south, southwest

and northwest. The workers come from west, south, southwest

47.001
and northwest working at the Navajo Mine, and APS continuously

drives through this area, our grazing area land. And when they

drive through there, they made it into a very wide dirt road.
We had

Now there's no vegetation. We had sheep.

a herd of sheep which we don't have anymore. We used to have
cattle. They would drive and hit the animals, the livestock or

they rustled the livestock while they're out there. It makes

it very hard on us. I have two sisters and one older brother.
We do not like it when people are doing this on our grazing
area.

And further, I want to mention that there's trash
all over the place. There's a corral along that area, along
that dirt road. We used to have a home there, but it's been

vandalized so bad.

ComMMENt LEILEN 47 ..cunieeiieii e Eltsosie, E.

Response 47.001

As discussed on page 3-13 of the Draft EIS, the reclaimed areas are
revegetated to ensure that the land is capable of supporting the post-
mining land use, which is designated as livestock grazing and wildlife
habitat. A discussion of the potential impacts to agriculture, including
grazing, is included in Section 4.9, Land Use and Transportation, of the
Draft EIS.
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My father used to work for the BIA Water
Development and he used to build windmills where livestock
water. He would use steel sheets given to him by the
government to build or make troughs for the livestock to drink
in. He also brought home some of the steel sheets that was
given to him by the government. He built livestock shades and
protection for the animals during the wintertime. Many of the
sheets were stolen, probably five or six pieces off our

property.

Like I mentioned before, we had sheep and cattle.

We sold all of it because of the vandalism and the rustling of
the livestock. There is no forage for the animals to eat, so,
therefore, probably selling them was the best.

I mentioned our home along the road on our
grazing area. There used to be an animal corral there. Now
they're taking apart the corral posts. Also, they broke into
the home. They kicked in the door and stole stoves and beds
and other fixtures in the house.

What I would like to suggest and recommend
strongly is that the company build a different road that would
connect from N36 to APS road. Our grazing area has been
severely damaged at this point. People would have parties
around the Morgan Lake beach and use the lake area as a
recreational site, along with all the other crime and leaving

trash behind. I don't know what all goes on there, but the

The lease from the Navajo allow the use of the land for this purpose,
and the SMCRA permit would require reclamation after the cessation of
mining that would restore the condition of the land to support livestock
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trees and the weeds have been cut and it's a little bit better
now. But once the weeds and the trees come back, I presume
that the parties will continue.

The parties: Therels been partiess [There'!s been
rapes, there's been murders, and it's been in the newspapers.
These crimes have been published in the newspapers. That is my
very utmost concern that I would like Four Corners power plant
and Navajo mine look into, as well as the EIS.

There's a lot of pollen from the weeds and the
power plant. We're suffering from allergies, also. We were
healthy, but now we have allergies and respiratory ailments

from the smoke from the power plant, probably the dust, too,

from the roads. Since then, I've been taking allergy
medication on a daily basis. Thank you. That is all I have to
say.

{End of statement.)
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Comment by: Charles Yazzie
From: Fruitland, New Mexico
MR. CHARLES YAZZIE: Nenahnezad is my home chapter
and I live in Fruitland, which is just right next door. I came
out today just to give my testimony about what the mine has
done for me. Because I work at the mine and the mine has
provided for myself and my family. There was not too much
opportunity for me and my family on the Navajo Reservation
because before we used to be able to at least get by with
farming and ranching, but the market was too unpredictable and
I had to find a job, and I was fortunate enough to get a job
with the Navajo Mine.

I've been there 32 years. It's provided

me two homes. The first home was on the reservation and that
was okay. But I needed more, so we bought a home off the
reservation in Fruitland and we have lived there for three
years now. Nice home, got a barn, all the animals we want now,

sheep, cattle, horses and a little bit of farming. We don't

have too much to farm, but we still have enough that we need
tractors and all that, backhoes and swathers, balers.

So what I made from the job, I was able to
provide for myself and my family.

It's something that --

farming is a hobby, something that we enjoy, and it's been

really good to me. And right now our son is in college. He'll

48.001

Comment LEEEr 48......couniiieiiiiiiiee e, Yazzie, C.

Response 48.001

Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
impacts of the project in provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.
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be getting his bachelor's in December. He gets a scholarship
from BHP and he doesn't get too much. But like he says, every
little bit helps.

And I feel that the company has been really
fortunate to the people in the area here. I really notice it
more when I go to the chapter house meetings. And the people
that are there, every one of them has a relative or family that
works there, and there's a lot of positive feedback towards
BHP. And I think it goes the same for APS, their families, and
that's really good to see. But I think that's about it.

That's all I -- I didn't have anything to come off of, but this
is really just my personal testimony here.

{End of statement.)
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Comment LEetter 49. ... Thomas, J.

May 7, 2014
Comment by: Jatee Thomas

From: Fruitland, New Mexico

MR JATEE THOMAS: Well, it looks like a pretty
good project that's going on. I see all these organizations,
you know, working together, which is what should be done, you
know, to let each organization know what its organization knows
about, what each and every organization does and how they all
come together for this certain cause.

And I know that I've just been -- well, I already
knew that the tribe owns the mine now, so that's what
self-determination is all about, you know, to see what the
tribe wants for itself, see how it would benefit its people and
to keep something maybe -- yeah, now that they want to mine
more, they want to keep digging to sell coal, you know. Now I
guess the coal profit goes to the Navajo Nation now, which I
think -- yeah. And which I don't really know, like, how --
like I don't know. How do I say it? Money-wise or anything,
if it's contributing more revenue to the Navajo Nation or not.
But in a way, they're keeping a firm foot on who the Navajo
people are and what they want to do.

And I hear that two or three stacks -- they don't
use two or three stacks anymore. They only use two now, which

is -- well, they're going to dig the coal directly from Area 4,
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which is going to be used for stacks 4 and 5 now, right? So
now they're coming up with new, maybe, what, alternatives or
techniques that haven't been used before. They're barely
finding out that brings down the emissions, which is -- I know
This is a town that

for people it's a big concern, you know.

has a power plant right next door, you know. I'm pretty sure

people see smog every day and say when is that going to go away H.001
or maybe just questions like that. I'm not really sure about
the water, though. I don't hear many people say anything about
water pollution, just mostly air pollution, things that we can
already see.

And ground pollution, I'm not really too fond of
that. I just kind of heard of what their techniques are of
containing nitrous oxide and sulphur dioxide.

So that's good.

That's a plus. Other than that, yeah. ©Oh. One thing that I
didn't really get my answers fully answered on were the
socioeconomics effect. I didn't really get a good answer of

how many jobs are going to be created from here on out or how

Response 49.001

Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Air Quality is
provided in Section 4.1 of the Draft EIS.

Response 49.002

A complete discussion of Socioeconomic impacts of the project is
provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS. As described on page 4.10-
28, no expected changes would occur to the baseline economic
conditions (including total employment, industry size, labor force, and
unemployment rate) within the region of influence. Under existing
conditions, the Navajo Mine employs 397 people and the FCPP
employs 360 people (see Section 4.10.3). The baseline condition
includes the shutdown of FCPP Units 1-3 and associated lower rates of
coal mining. The change from employment between 2013 to 2018 is
addressed in 4.10.

49.002

is it going to -- if it's even going to benefit like, as they
say, revenue-wise or anything like that. That's the only thing
that I didn't get answers or if I asked my questions in a
correct way.

But other than that, yeah, everybody is pretty
much on top of the game here and they know what they're about.
They know what the company is about and they know how like BIA
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is involved. The United States Army Corps of Engineers,
they're involved. And it's mostly about the environment.
Because we're talking about the power plant here and the coal
mine. Those all have an effect on the environment mainly. And
they've already been here for like about what, 60 years.

Now, it's like -- since it's already been here
for 60 years, how are they going to move forward with this,
with like green technology? They're all talking about green
technology. You know, how is it going to have a less negative
effect on the environment with this mine and the power plant.
How is it going to benefit the people, like revenues or job
making. And I think they're's pretty much on top of the game
of what they want to do. I think the Navajo Nation is going to
go with the proposal and they're going to -- I don't think
they're going to go with plan B or plan C. I think pretty sure
they've already made their choice.

And now, since everyone is here right now,
whoever could make it here, they got the word from different
organizations on how they are involved with this, which is
pretty good. And I don't really come to these that often.

It's a pretty good experience to even just let the people know
themselves, because it's up to the individual if they want to
go find out something or not. And that's why you guys are
here, the media, see what's going on out there.

{End of statement.)
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Comment LEtEEr 50.....cuuniiiiiiiicice e Yazzie, D.

May 7, 2014
Comment by: Daniel Yazzie

From: Farmington, New Mexico

MR. DANIEL YAZZIE: I've worked at the power plant
for 39 years and currently I'm a supervisor. And I really feel
that, you know, it's really enhanced not only my life but my
family as well. You know, there's some —-— I don't see any
negativity coming out of this. It's just the information
that's gone out to the media and that type of information.
But, you know, I just wanted to make a statement about, you
know, health matters. I had a brother that died from diabetes
and it's hereditary but it's also in me. What I really try to
do is take care of myself. What I'm trying to say is that it
wasn't the power plant that killed him. It wasn't anything
directly —-- he also worked there, but it wasn't that. And
people really have to have that belief that they have to take
care of themselves rather than blaming any of these people for
their health problems or something that they really don't
understand.

I know that they talked about the air gquality.
Well, you know, we have athletes that come from all over the
world to train in this area. For myself, I just finished
running the half marathon and I work right next to almost

everything that they say that is bad, the NOx, SOx, CO02,
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ammonia, fly ash, the noise. And all of those -- I've worked
next to that for 39 years, and I'm 60 years old and I'm still
able to run a half marathon and finish it. I really believe
that that's something that we really need to focus on.

And, you know, just because of -- I've also
gotten into where our family is involwved in, you know, taking
care of their health, also. My wife, she runs a lot, too. And
she's had some health issues in her family, but still we try to
take care of that. Way back -- you know, I just wanted to say
that when my father -- he was a Navajo code talker. And when
he came back from the service, he really wanted to have his
children excel. It wasn't so much in the words, but it was in
his actions that he told me this, that I wanted to be a leader.
He wanted to try to get involved with the community and that
type of thing. And I really didn't know what he was trying to
do or say, but I just took notice that he did that. And that's
where I came upon being part of the community.

You know, I guess my best achievement that I
would have to say is being able to be part of starting up the
Navajo Preparatory School. When it was being first formed, our
daughter was going to school there. And I was on the parent
committee, so I was able to go ahead and be part of the council
there. So we had a lot of dealings not only with the Nation
but with the people that owned it, the school, and they wanted

the Nation to take it over. So we built that school from the
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Response 50.001

ground up. And me working at the company that I do, you know Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
they condoned that. They wanted that type of a person. They impacts of the project in provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.
wanted that type of a leader. I'm not saying that I am that
type of a person. Every leader needs to be filled. They
hardly are ever born. But, you know, just knowing that Arizona
Public Service power plant gave me the opportunity to do these

50.001
things. And with that, I know that, you know, there's a lot of
children that are benefiting from this. A lot of them realize
that they're directly impacted but indirectly, and I hope that
that portion of the impact statement would be seen and heard.

I have kids that are in the military. I have
kids that are at home. And I always wanted them to get a good
education. And I'll tell you what. That was the first thing
that I told my kids is that I'm going to pay for their
education, and me working there has allowed me to do that. So
it's impacted my life and my family that way.

You know, there are different, I guess, entities
involved that were helping me make that decision, but it was
the power plant and how it worked that I was able to do all of
these things. And, you know, with that, it gave me an
opportunity to excel. You know, I don't have a college
education. I didn't go to college, but I did go through the
apprenticeship program there, which is basically a program to a
college degree. And from then, I took on the role of being, I

guess, a mentor. I helped build an apprenticeship program
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there and I actually taught first aid and I was a medic for
almost 20 years there.

So, you know, with that, I think that my family
is actually proud of me, what I did. But I didn't do it for
myself. I did it for them. And that's really what I think we
need to understand is that it just not impacts just one
particular individual. It impacts many. You know, that's
basically what I have to contribute today.

{End of statement.)
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May 8, 2014

Comment by: Stanley Simms From: Tohatchi, New Mexico

MR. JASPER ROGERS: Tohatchi New Mexico. Well, I work for the Navajo

Nation. I am with the minerals department and relating to all this EIS. So I guess
I want to separate myself from working for the tribe and then as an individual.
There was a big wind one time and I was driving -- me and my girlfriend were driving
I don't

through shiprock. I believe we were on that Navajo route by Morgan Lake.

know what that Navajo route is. 2And one time there was a lot of -- it seems like
there was a lot of dust coming from the mine, the Navajo Mine, and it was just black.
Maybe some of it was coal fines, I don't know. That could be kind of a concern.

If they could somehow -- I'm sure they have measures in place where they can
control the dust, but that's my only concern, I guess. And also I've been near the
power plant itself one time, and when you're near it on certain days when it's not
windy, there's just a lot of smoke.

I can really smell it. And it's just like it

would be a concern with the air quality. It's affecting the air quality.

And this is my first EIS meeting or -- I don't know what it is, but it's my first
time. But actually, I visited and I got a lot of pretty good information from it.
It's kind of like for me almost a refresher course because I work with reclamation
and all that.

And on the reclamation side of the mine -- or the mine and then the power
plant itself, yeah, of course, it provides jobs, so you've just got to find a balance
and keep people employed but also keep them safe from all the hazard that comes from
mining and keeping the generator going. So that's my comment. The coal mine and the
power plant, whatever revenue, royalties, which is good for the Navajo Nation, and it
keeps the Navajo Nation running and provides revenue for them, which is a great plus.

{End of statement.)

51.001

51.002

Comment Letter BL.....ouuiiiiiii e Simms, S.

Response 51.001

A list of dust control practices at the Navajo Mine is provided in Section
3.2.6.1 of the Draft EIS, on page 3-34. The evaluation of air quality
impacts associated with operation of the Navajo Mine is included in
Section 4.1, Air Quality of the Draft EIS.

Response 51.002

Section 4.1, Air Quality of the Draft EIS includes an evaluation of the
potential air quality impacts related to operation of the Navajo Mine and
FCPP. Section 4.10, Socioeconomics, includes a discussion of the
revenue received by the Navajo Nation, associated with operation of
the subject facilities.
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May 8, 2014
Comrent by: Adella Begay From: Wheatfields, Arizona

MS. ADELLA BEGAY: First off, I think this is a hearing on the draft Environmental
Tmpact Statement, and I think I was just talking to the public person. And we've had so many
hearings —- just a few. I think five were with the Navajo people and a lot of them are not here
due to the draft EIS is written very technical. It's over 500 pages and it's hard for any -- 22001
even it's hard to understand that. And what the gist of it, though, is a lot of it says minimal
impact, but there are a lot of things that when I went in there to ask questions, that, "Okay.
You stated in the draft EIS that there's minimal impact. Where is the analysis? 2nd I was kind
of like shafted. "Okay, go ask that person." I go there. Pretty soon they just kind of just
brush you off. So there was really nothing productive produced other than to say look at the
draft EIS. But it states in there it's minimal.

I want to see what your analysis document of why that conclusion was made. For example, I am a
healthcare worker. I'm an RN, and I know there has never been a health impact study done. And
it says minimal impact, but knowing — being in the health industry and also doing some
research, you know, for the different chronic diseases that I work with, 40, 50 years ago
you didn't see asthma in kids. Nowadays it's pretty prevalent, and the
mining company says it's because people use wood stoves. Wood stoves, ves,
they do, but the heat, the temperature is not as high as these power plants.
And a lot of it, I think, is due to the power plant, the pollutants.

The Navajo Nation is surrounded by seven power plants, and the cost of
healthcare far outstrips what these mines bring to the Navajo Nation in
revenues. But the people's health, they don't really see because they refuse
to see it.

So to say that minimal impact on health should go ahead for another 25 years

of coal mining and the power plant is really -- the draft EIS is really

inadequate. And we are asking for a 60-day review, but we know that in the

end they'll say findings of no significant impact just because they want to

Comment Letter 52........ooviiiiiiiiiiiiiee e Begay, A.

Response 52.001

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period and Master
Response #10, Translation of the EIS.

Response 52.002

The Human Health Risk Assessment conducted for the proposed
project is part of the Administrative Record and is available to the public
upon request. Pages 4.17-22 through 4.17-24 summarizes the results
of the Human Health Risk Assessment performed for the Project. This
section also summarizes the results of the fugitive dust model and the
diesel particulate model, both human health studies. Section 4.1, Air
Quality, also addresses human health in the context of air emissions
from the FCPP and Navajo Mine. In addition, a discussion of the results
of human health risk assessment evaluating potential impacts of the
emissions from the Navajo Mine is located on pages 4.17-19 through
4.17-22 of the Draft EIS. Section 4.17 also summarizes the results of
public health studies conducted by New Mexico Department of Health,
and related studies.
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go ahead with this mining.

And the other part is the coal ash, almost close to 50 years of coal ash that
has accumulated. And I understand the coal ash -- there is no lining to keep
it from seeping, but eventually even if it was lined it would seep just because
of the wear and tear. And the coal ash sits there. And just recently in the
news, the Duke Coal Company, they had a spill. It cost them $10 billion to
clean up 100 million tons of coal ash, and that's what the Four Corners is
sitting on, 140,000,000 tons of coal ash. This needs to be -- how can they
Now, climate change, it's happening. We see it in the news. It's been
happening here because a lot of our ponds are drying up in the mountains, so we
know it's here. So it's a real concern to have another 25 years. And for
these companies to say minimal impact, that's totally, totally absurd and

wrong. Where's the moral of the story here? So that's my

comment.

(End of statement.) 9

52.003

Response 52.003

An evaluation of the potential impacts to groundwater beneath the ash
disposal areas is provided in Section 4.5, on page 4.5-57. A discussion
of potential impacts associated with failure of the ash impoundments is
included in Section 4.15, Hazardous Materials and Wastes. Impacts to
climate changes are addressed in Section 4.2, Climate Change.
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May 8, 2014
Comment by: Robin Jackson From: Wheatfields, Arizona

MS. ROBIN JACKSON: So I'm going to read this. This is for
Ms. Jewell, Secretary of Interior.

On behalf of Dine C.A.R.E. we, Dine Citizens Against Ruining
our Environment, are writing this letter to determine the Department
of Interior's involvement in the purchase of the Navajo Mine by the
Navajo Nation.

Dine C.A.R.E. is a Navajo organization who works with Dine people
that are affected by energy and environmental issues on the Navajo
Nation.

The Navajo Mine has been and is still owned and operated by
BHP Billiton, an Australian-based
multi-national company. The lease of the Navajo Mine will end in
2016 and the current owner, BHP Billiton, plans to leave the
operations and ownership of the Navajo Mine in the hands of the Navajo
Nation beginning in 2017. Perhaps most troubling is the fact that BHP
Billiton is requiring Navajo Nation to waive all past, present, and
future liabilities, liabilities that could overwhelm the Navajo
people. However, the process of the mine acquisition and the mine
transfer is all happening far too quickly to know the extent of these
liabilities and all agreements and transactions will be rushed to
completion by December 1st, 2013. This rushed process concerns many
Dine people and may evidently harm all the Dine people for several
reasons.

First and foremost, we request for the Department of the
Interior to define exactly what secretarial approvals are required in
relation to the Navajo Mine acquisition. Secretarial

decisions/approvals are bound by environmental laws/regulations to

Comment Letter 53

Jackson, R.
Diné CARE
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include public participation and transparency.

Second, the Bureau of Indian Affairs needs to be a
participating party in the Navajo Mine transfer and acquisition for
the following reasons: One, BIA's mission is to carry out the
responsibility to protect and improve the trust assets of the Dine
people; and, two, the BIA is a cooperating agency in the Environmental
Impact Statement assessment that is still underway. BIA's
participation in the development of the EIS are shown in the table --
exclude that.

Third, our Navajo Nation Attorney General, Harrison Tsosie, and BHP
New Mexico Coal Asset President, Patrick Risner, are informing the BIA
that their approvals are not needed in this mine transfer and mine
acquisition. This concerns the Dine people because it seems that BHP
Billiton and our Navajo leaders are bypassing certain approvals to
rush the mine transaction completion before the end of the year.
Notably,

Mr. Tsosie and Mr. Risner's suggestion seems to be clearly contrary
to the broad language of BIA regulations, which broadly state that
"no lease or interest therein or the use of such lease shall be
assigned, sublet, or transferred, directly or indirectly, by working
or drilling contract, or otherwise, without the consent of the
Secretary." This approval process serves the important purpose of
assuring that such transfers maximize the Nation's best economic
interests and minimizes any environmental impacts or cultural
impacts.

Fourth, an Environmental Impact Statement of the Four Corners Power
Plant and the Navajo Mine is still in progress. This EIS is
essential because the Department of Interior, whether BIA or the

Office of Surface Mining, has never before completed a comprehensive

environmental review of the Navajo Mine's impacts in the context of

53.001

Response 53.001

Thank you for your comment. The EIS was prepared in accordance
with CEQ NEPA regulations and the OSMRE NEPA handbook. The
EIS includes an evaluation of cumulative impacts in Section 4.18,
Cumulative Impacts. The potential effects of coal ash placement is also
addressed in Section 4.5, Water Resources. Toxic air emissions are
addressed in Section 4.1, Air Quality. The approach to environmental
analysis is described in Section 4, and describes that the EIS
addresses both the Proposed Action, the alternatives, and the
consequences of continued operations.
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the Four Corners Power Plant. We are very concerned that these h
connected and cumulative mine-power plant impacts, such as coal ash
contamination, and toxic air emissions, have caused great suffering
to the Dine people, as well as to other peoples downwind of the
complex. Therefore, this EIS is essential to ensure that the Dine
people have a full and true understanding of the mine and power plant
impacts to determine whether long-term operations of the

mine-power plant are in the best interests of the Dine people. A

draft of the EIS document will be available by the second quarter of
2014. Why is BHP Billiton fast-tracking the mine transfer and
acquisition before the EIS document is released?

Fifth, the Navajo Nation has already approved $7.1 million
from the unreserved, undesignated funds for Phase 1 and Phase 2 due
diligent reports on the Navajo Mine and for the Navajo Transitional
Energy Company, LLC, to complete the mine transaction by December 1,
2013. An estimated $85 million will also be given to BHP Billiton to
solely purchase the Navajo Mine. In addition, an estimated $163
million is needed to pay for the surety bound on the Navajo Mine. A
total of $255.1 million of Navajo Nation monies will have been used by
the end of 2016. These millions of dollars are being spent by our
Navajo Nation, investigation companies, and BHP Billiton. The Dine
people are concerned due to lack of transparency and minimal public
input.

Sixth, on October 23, 2013, our Navajo Nation council delegates
signed legislation 0149-13 approving amendments to CAP-20-13. One of
the amendments passed in this legislation was for Navajo Nation to
wailve all of BHP's Billiton's liabilities, past, present and future.
The Dine people would like to know if the Department of Interior will
allow this to happen, for our Navajo Nation government to waive all

liabilities of an Australian company. What is the Department of

4-100

Appendix F

May 2015



Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine Energy Project
Final Environmental Impact Statement

COMMENT #54

May 8, 2014
Comment by: Adella Begay From: Wheatfields, Arizona

MS. ADELLA BEGAY: This is for Mary Kendall, Deputy Inspector
General.

On behalf of all Dine people, we, Dine Citizens Against
Ruining Our Environment, Dine C.A.R.E., are writing this letter to
request Office of the Inspector General to investigate the Bureau of
Indian Affairs' involvement in the transfer of the Navajo Mine lease.
The ownership of the mine lease is being transferred from the current
owner, BHP Billiton, to a new owner, the Navajo Transitional Energy
COMPANY .

On May 15, 2013, a letter to the BIA by Navajo Nation Attorney
General, Harrison Tsosie, and BHP New Mexico Coal Asset President,
Patrick Risner, informed the BIA that their approvals are not needed
in the Navajo mine transfer and mine acquisition. This concerns the
Dine people because it seems that BHP Billiton and our Navajo leaders
are bypassing certain approvals to rush the mine transaction
completion before the end of the year. Notably, Mr. Tsosie and
Mr. Risner's suggestion seems to be clearly contrary to the broad
language of BHP regulations, which broadly state that, "no lease or
interest therein or the use of such lease shall be assigned, sublet,
or transferred, directly or indirectly, by working or drilling
contract, or otherwise, without the consent of the secretary." 25
C.F.R. 211.53(b). This approval process serves the important purpose
of assuring that such transfers maximize the Nation's best economic
interests and minimizes any environmental impacts or cultural
impacts. 25 C.F.R. 211.1.

Representatives from BHP and Navajo Nation are bypassing BHP's

approval because they are structuring the Navajo Mine lease
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that it is consistent with the Nation's best economic and
environmental interest. We also believe that this determination must
be made in the clear light of day, subject to the scrutiny of all Dine
people. We look forward to hearing your prompt response to our
concerns and to hearing about what the Department of Interior is
doing with regard to this proposed mine transfer to ensure that it
is in the best interests of the Dine people.

Thank you.
(End of comment.)
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Comment Letter S54.......oovviiiiiiiiie e Begay, A.

May 8, 2014

. ; Response 54.001
Comment by: Adella Begay From: Wheatfields, Arizona

o Thank you for your comment.

MS. ADELLA BEGAY: This is for Mary Kendall, Deputy Inspector
General.

On behalf of all Dine people, we, Dine Citizens Against
Ruining Our Environment, Dine C.A.R.E., are writing this letter to
request Office of the Inspector General to investigate the Bureau of
Indian Affairs' involvement in the transfer of the Navajo Mine lease.
The ownership of the mine lease is being transferred from the current
owner, BHP Billiton, to a new owner, the Navajo Transitional Energy
COMPANY .

On May 15, 2013, a letter to the BIA by Navajo Nation Attorney
General, Harrison Tsosie, and BHP New Mexico Coal Asset President,
Patrick Risner, informed the BIA that their approvals are not needed
in the Navajo mine transfer and mine acquisition. This concerns the
Dine people because it seems that BHP Billiton and our Navajo leaders
are bypassing certain approvals to rush the mine transaction
completion before the end of the year. Notably, Mr. Tsosie and
Mr. Risner's suggestion seems to be clearly contrary to the broad
language of BHP regulations, which broadly state that, "no lease or
interest therein or the use of such lease shall be assigned, sublet,
or transferred, directly or indirectly, by working or drilling
contract, or otherwise, without the consent of the secretary." 25
C.F.R. 211.53(b). This approval process serves the important purpose
of assuring that such transfers maximize the Nation's best economic
interests and minimizes any environmental impacts or cultural
impacts. 25 C.F.R. 211.1.

Representatives from BHP and Navajo Nation are bypassing BHP's

approval because they are structuring the Navajo Mine lease
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transaction as a stock transfer. BHP and Navajo Nation argue that a
stock transfer does not ordinarily trigger consent requirements
related to lease assignments. However, the cases they cite for this
proposition provide clear support only for the narrow rule that stock
transfers do not trigger consent requirements in leases where such
stock transfers, one, involve only a transfer of control and not of
ownership, and, two, are not a result of fraud or evasion.

The Navajo Mine transfer involves a transfer of ownership, not
just control, and, therefore, is a result of evasion pertaining to 25
BB 2ELE8 1] «

The proposed Navajo Mine transaction involves a series of steps that
result in a complete transfer of ownership from BHP to NTEC.

It is imperative that the Department of the Interior
investigate the Navajo Mine transaction thoroughly before the
transaction is approved and signed by the Secretary of Interior. As
part of the proposed transfer, the Navajo Nation has agreed to release
BHP Billiton from past, present, and future liabilities associated
with the Navajo Mine. The result of such release and the Navajo
Nation's subsequent purchase of the mine could lead to significant
future liabilities for the Navajo Nation, particularly given that
toxic coal combustion waste has been backfilled at the Navajo Mine for
40 years.

The Secretary of the Interior and specifically BIA have mandatory
trust duties related to the management of assets held in trust by the
United States for the benefit of the Navajo Nation, including the coal
resources at the Navajo Mine. The Office of Surface Mining, in its
response to public comments on the transfer of the surface mining
permit from BHP to the Navajo Nation, assert that the Secretary and
BIA have fulfilled their trust obligations with regard to the Navajo

Mine when they approved mining in 1957. This statement is as
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incredible as it is indefensible. The circumstances surrounding the
mine have, by any account, changed dramatically since 1957, and for
OSM to suggest that the Secretary's approval of mining in 1957
fulfilled the agency's trust responsibilities amounts to a denial of
any trust responsibilities. In addition, OSM is conducting an
Environmental Impact Statement for Navajo Mine and Four Corners Power
Plant in which impacts, including financial implications and
liabilities, must be thoroughly analyzed. This EIS, under the
jurisdiction of the Department of the Interior, is not expected until
2014 and will undoubtedly recognize significant environmental impacts
accrued over 50 years. On November 1, 2013, Dine C.A.R.E. wrote Sally
Jewell, Secretary at Department of the Interior, specifically
requesting a response concerning secretarial approvals that BHP and
Navajo Nation purport to have received. Dine C.A.R.E. has received no
response from Secretary Sally Jewell as of December 9th, 2013.
We believe that pursuant to 25 C.F.R.211.53 (b) and its trust
obligations, BIA must approve any transfer of ownership of the Navajo
Mine from BHP to the Navajo Nation to assure that it is consistent
with the Nation's best economic and environmental interests. We also
believe that this determination must be made in Dine people. It seems
that BIA and OSM, not to mention BHP and Navajo Nation leadership,
are intent on evading any such review, while pushing for a rushed
transfer of ownership with little public scrutiny and scant
attention to the potentially ruinous repercussions that could
result. In this circumstance, the Inspector General should
intervene to assure that these agencies are fulfilling their
mandatory duties under the oversight trust responsibilities of the
Department of the Interior.
We look forward to hearing your prompt response to our concerns and

to hearing about what the Department of the Interior is doing with
regard to this proposed mine transfer to ensure that it is in the

best interests of the Dine people.

(End of comment.)
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Comment by: Eddie Becenti
From: Window Rock, Arizona
4 53 o =
MR. EDDIE BECENTI: Okay. Real quick, I want to state some comments on this Four Corners

Power Plant, Navajo Mine and NTEC, the Navajo Transitional Energy Company, in regards to
the draft Environmental Impact Statement, the EIS. So far these public meetings have
been like poster board style with consultants and agency representatives from OSM, BIA,
USCOE, Navajo Nation. But we noticed that EPA has been absent from all these meetings to
date. The public meeting also was formulated or constructed to minimize impacts and
deflect responsibility to pave way for 25 more years of the Four Corners Power Plant
operations. And there are links on You Tube that people can go to to see for themselves,
you know.
There is a contractor that did the 1500-page draft statement. They keep pointing to the
BART determination, closing the three smaller units at the Four Corners Power Plant as
the driving requlatory decision that now gives the impetus to allow the power plant to
run 75 percent more of historic capacity.
75 percent equals like 1500 megawatts. The contractors claim that they have been
constrained by the idea that the greenhouse gasses are not currently regulated, and as
writers of the draft EIS to be adopted by Office of Surface Mining or management and
the cooperating agencies, they can't assert regulatory authority because they're
saying the greenhouse gasses are not currently regulated.

"The proposed action, including the continuing operations of Navajo Mine, Four
Corners Power Plant, and the transmission lines by itself would not result in a major
contribution to adverse effects associated with climate change, therefore, no
mitigation is required."™ This is what they're saying, which is not true, no mitigation
is required. It's just -- it's like there is a contradiction. And why have an EIS
study if they already stating that no mitigation is required. If they would show us
some statements or some documentation or some studies that adhere to that statement,
then it's a little different. So the draft EIS completely denies climate change

impacts and discards mitigation. Now, how does this compare with what the federal

Comment LEetter 55. ... Becenti, E.

Response 55.001

Future operations would be at historic operating capacity factor of Units
4 and 5.

In regards to greenhouse gases, CEQ provides draft guidance in
assessing potential impacts, which is followed in the Draft EIS analysis
(page 4.2-16).

Response 55.002

The Draft EIS takes a hard look at climate change and provides a
robust discussion of potential impacts of climate change

(see page 4.2-1). The impacts analysis quantifies the CO2e emissions
of the FCPP and mobile source emissions in the context of regional,
national, and global emissions. With regards to societal costs of climate
change, as stated on page 4.2-23, "while the Proposed action would
contribute to the effects of climate change, its contribution relative to

4-106

5§5.001
other sources would be minor in the short- and long-term."
Implementation of the FIP for BART had the additional effect of
reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 26% (incorporated as part of
the baseline). When compared to other sources of GHG in the region,
the reduced contribution from FCPP is considered minor. As such, no
additional mitigation measures are recommended.

55.002
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government 1s saying on the threat of continued inaction on climate change? /r
The longer society waits to implement strong measures to cut greenhouse gas emissions,
the more costly and difficult it will become to limit climate change to
less than catastrophic levels.

I have four potential outcome scenarios as to why the draft
EIS is so important.

One, the future of FCPP hinges on Arizona Public Service, APS,
investing the selective catalytic reduction in Units 4 and 5, with
the plan to keep the coal plant running for 25 more years at
approximately
75 percent, 1500 megawatts, of historic operations. In the EIS
process, we will focus on the continued CO2 emissions, at a time when
carbon reqgulation is forthcoming, generation coal combustion waste
and other issues that will raise costs, liabilities and make coal
less favorable for APS.
we could advocate for an alternative in the EIS for a

Two,

shorter time frame, ten years, to transition from Four Corners' area
reliance on coal to renewables, taking advantage of existing
transmission, mine reclamation areas for solar, and great conditions
for solar. The draft EIS quickly discounts renewables and attempts t
portray that coal is our only choice.
Three, due to the federal trust role at the FCPP/Navajo Mine complex,
we are seeking Department of the Interior engagement -- they prepared
the EIS -- to evaluate economic opportunities for the region to
transition from historic reliance on coal and coal energy export.
Also our region needs to seek expertise and funding to develop an
alternative energy vision.

Four, we seek full accounting of liabilities, costs, bonds
associated with historic and future operations of FCPP and Navajo

Mine. Although it is being portrayed that the economics of continued

§5.003

55.004

§5.005

55.006

Response 55.003

Please see Master Response #13, Cost of Electricity

Response 55.004

Please see Master Response #2, Renewable Energy Alternatives.

Response 55.005

The project purpose and need focuses on this project, and alternatives
related to alternative energy to coal were evaluated in the Alternatives
section. It is the stated intent of NTEC to evaluate alternative energy-
generating technologies.

Response 55.006

As the trustee, the Secretary of the Interior has a responsibility that
federally sponsored or permitted projects do not create a liability that
the US Federal Government would assume. As part of the trust review
process, the Secretary is yet to sign Lease Amendment #3 to authorize
the renewal of the FCPP lease; therefore, issues regarding
environmental liabilities from continued operations of FCPP and Navajo
Mine are still being considered via the NEPA process.
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operations at FCPP and Navajo Mine will be profitable, coal is in
decline naturally, and full investment in aged coal facilities could
deter the region from moving ahead economically. The complex should
be cleaned up before it is allowed to operate in the future.

Action items: One, due to the May 27 comment deadline, we
need to know if your organization intends to sign on to comments
being prepared by Western Environmental Law Center, WELC. Lead Megan
Anderson has done an extraordinarily job along with the incredible 5082
leadership of John Barth and WCEC. If your organization has a
particular interest and/or expertise, for example, endangered specieg

or ailr quality, please consider helping on the comments, just hit

those sections in the draft EIS, and provide comments on the
particular sections of interest. Expert assistance on coal combustion
waste, air quality, and cultural resources has been secured through
WCEC. Two, given the stark realities brought forth by the national
climate assessment, it is imperative that we devise a timely strategy
to engage with decision makers to portray our abject displeasure with
this draft EIS that gets nowhere close to adequately analyzing climate
change, and the multitude of issues plaguing FCPP and connected
facilities. Department of the Interior and EPA need to be called
out.

Three, renewable energy alternatives are summarily dismissed
in the draft EIS, eliminated from further consideration. This is
unacceptable and points to deficiencies in draft EIS consultants s
taking marching orders from project proponents to dismiss a
reasonable range of alternatives.

(End of comment.)

Response 55.006 (continued)

In regards to the financial and economic nature of the overall operation,
NTEC made a business decision to acquire the Navajo Mine believing
that the purchase would result in additional revenues for the Navajo
Nation. The majority of accounting and financial information is
considered proprietary and has not been disclosed to OSMRE.
However, detailed information regarding how the project effects the
local, state, and tribal economies is included in Section 4.10.

Response 55.007

See Master Response #5, Greenhouse Gases.

Response 55.008

Please see Master Response #2, Renewable Energy Alternatives.
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Sarah White

Little Water, New Mexico

Comment by:

From:

MS. SARAH WHITE: Number one, I'm going to talk about -- the first one
that I wanted to talk about is the way this Environmental Impact Study
comments is set up. That is a big concern to the Navajo people, the
community people. That is why we hardly seen Navajo people here.
And, actually, I think we had a better turnout here and we got a
better turnout in Nenahnezad because the mine worker, they all come
from there. But then again, those are the educated ones that -- you
know, the ones that up in age. But those -- we had elderlies, we have
handicap people that -- I feel that they are -- they got cheated out
of this Environmental Impact Study comments because we have to go to
their homes and they -- the Navajos live like from about three miles,
five miles apart and we had to go to their homes to get them to make
comments and send them in and we're short on manpower. And a lot of
these elderlies or handicap can't drive because they don't have a
vehicle, and the way it's set up, the community people are very upset
about, they don't like it like this. They walk in and they feel
uncomfortable because you have to go here and go here and to this
poster and this poster and that poster and they don't feel comfortable
about that.

Another thing is that a lot of our community people are -- a lot of
them are elders, they can't stand very
long, they can't -- they have either arthritis problems or back
problems, so they would rather sit down and they would like to have an
open mic. That is what they would like. And that's what I think
would be very more comfortable and efficient for these people and more
comfortable and more -- better atmosphere because they want to see

other people making comments and hear their voice and then, you know,

Response 56.001

Please see Master Response #9, Public Meeting Format

56.001

Comment LEEEr 56.....ccuuiiiiiiiiiieeeee e

White, S.
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that is how they like it. And what I think should have been done
the way should have been done is like time them, like maybe three to
four minutes, you know, to make their comments. And that works. It
always works because we always use them. And still have this setup
for people who doesn't want to speak in public in the other corner.
And still put your posters for people who would love to go around and
look at it. And it should be set up with all three ways of
communication to make these comments. But the way it's set up is
they're very unhappy with it and they don't like it.
So not only me, I feel uncomfortable with it too, I had to drag a
chair around because I have a problem with my ankle so I can't stand
very long. And so that is one of the biggest concern for my
community people. And they told me to go ahead and make a comment on
that one.

And then another one is the EIS book they say is 1500 pages.
And we had a lot of people that
are -- they can't read. And so they would like to have a Navajo
video to listen to it and see what it's about before they make their
comments. And also the book is very technical. Some people have
limited education and they say, come, take a look. This is native,
this is native people, this is not highly educated people. So we
need these in our standard to instead of all this high tech, we can't
understand a lot of these things. So that would really make it
comfortable for us to understand what are in the EIS book and what
everybody is talking about.

So according to this, I feel that the people out there is very
-- got cheated out of all this comment, you know, as many comment
stops as these guys make, you know. It's not -- it didn't benefit
everybody, so we got a problem there. You know, this is the last one
I'm going attend, I'm not going to Albuquerque. So that is what I

want to put in there.

(End of comment.)

56.002

Response 56.002

Please see Master Response #10, Translation of the EIS.

4-110

Appendix F

May 2015



Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine Energy Project
Final Environmental Impact Statement

COMMENT #57

May 9, 2014
Comrent by: Arvin Trujillo
From: Fruitland, New Mexico

MR. ARVIN TRUJILLO: In reviewing the information here, I just want to say that I'm in support of
Rlternative A to keep the plant open and to continue with the mining operations. Looking at the
information that has been reviewed and compiled, I feel real comfortable that a lot of the
environmental aspects have been addressed. Granted there are probably some mitigation work that
has to be included throughout the next few years, but I think all those things have been looked
at, including endangered species, traditional cultural properties, looking at the mining
operation itself and reclamation work. I feel real comfortable with that.

The other thing is given that all of that work has been done, the socioeconomic aspects also are
a main concern to me. I think it's real important to have those dollars. And right now I'm
aware that about $343 million a year is brought into that region and about $65 to $70 million
of that goes to the Navajo Nation. I think having those jobs there, the multiplier affected
those jobs. It's important having those taxes in place not only for the Nation, but for

the surrounding region, it adds a lot to that area.

And looking at the employees themselves, you know, their abilities to wolunteer in the local
areas, work with the chapters and also their contributions through organizations like United Way
and Navajo Way where they're contributing about $1.5 million a year, I think those things also
are really important to the overall well-being of the overall region. So I'm supporting the
Alternative A aspects and look forward to seeing that operation continue into the future.

(End of statement.) 10

Comment Letter 57.......iiiee e Trujillo, A.

Response 57.001

Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
Impacts of the project is included in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.

§7.001
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May 9, 2014
Comment by: Eugenio Perez

From: Albuguerque, New Mexico

MR. EUGENIO PEREZ: My comment is overall

socioeconomically, you can't shut the mine down. But I

think that they should at least return Area 1 to the
people and make some kind of use of that land if it's
safe and usable for the people.

{End of comment.)

§8.001

CommeENt LEEEN B58......cieeiiiii e Perez, E.

Response 58.001

Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
impacts of the project is included in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS, and
Section 4.10.4 includes analysis of likely results if the Navajo Mine
SMCRA permit was not renewed. Please also see Section 3.2.1.1
(“Reclamation” subheading) for additional information on the bond
release process when reclamation standards are met.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - public comment
COMMENT #59

BISON
CONNECT
public comment

RANDY ROGERS
To: "FCPPNavajoEnergy EIS@osmre.gov' <FCPPNavajoEnergy EIS@osmre.gov>

To whom it may concemn:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the purchase of mine assets by the Navajo Nation. As a local
small Business owner and as a member of the community who has lived here since 1957 | think it is a great
opportunity for the Tribe.

I employ about 20 people and a significant part of our business is conducted with BHP and the Power Plants.
We look forward to doing business with NTEC. With our 20 employees and families we represent over 80 people
depending on us for a living. If we didn’t have the mine business we would probably have to lay off 5 or 6
employees. Our annual payroll is about 1 million dollars all of which is kept in this area to help the local
economy. If you consider the hundreds that are employed by the mines and power plants and extend it out to the
family members who are supported by those employees, it adds up to thousands who are benefited by the coal
and power industries. It is the bedrock of our community. We are just one of many small businesses in the
community who are the beneficiaries of the industry. It makes a difference in lifestyle for all of us who live here.

I have lived here during the construction of the Power Plants and since the beginning of Mine operations. | have
seen the benefit to this community. BHP, PNM, and APS hawe been very good neighbors. Because of their
considerable contributions to our tax base it has been possible for all communities around us to improve schools
and infrastructure. Many of the charitable organizations could not survive without their community and fundraising
involvement. They also encourage their employees to be involved. Community involvement is what makes this
area such a great place to raise a family. As the years have gone by and technology has improved updates have
been made to equipment to minimize the environmental impact here. In the areas that have been mined and
reclaimed you can't tell that mining ever took place. If they had a short term view they could have come in and
cared only about making money at the expense of the environment. They have not done that. They hawe a long
term outlook and care about leaving the land the same or better than it was when they started. Many upgrades
have been made over the years.

One of the things | appreciate about working with BHP, PNM, and APS is their strong emphasis on Safety.
They care about their employees and contractors. They want everyone to go home to their families safely each
night. They insist that care be taken on each job to make sure accidents are kept to a minimum. They do not
tolerate unsafe practices.

| know there are those who don’t understand the importance of these good neighbors on our communities.
Some would like to stop this transaction from taking place. It would be devastating to the area if it was stopped.
feel that BHP has been very generous in selling to NTEC. | have many friends, including Native Americans who
have been able to provide better lives for their families because of this industry. | believe this deal is a very good
deal for the Tribe. They will have more control of the resources they own and should be able to have considerable
financial benefit from this deal. Please don't take the economic impact lightly. As a business owner | have
invested hundreds of thousands in equipment and tools and have paid my employees a good wage so they can
support their families. | am just a small part of the equation. Losing the Mine and Power plant capacity in our
area would be devastating for all the communities in this area.

Thank you for listening to my input. | appreciate the opportunity to tell you how | feel and how important this is
for our area. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about how | feel.

Tue, Apr 29, 2014 at 5:06 PM

59.001

59.002

59.003

§9.004

-}

Comment Letter 5. Rogers, R.

Response 59.001

Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic
Impacts of the project is included in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.
Response 59.002

Thank you for your comment. A discussion of Reclamation practices at
the Navajo Mine is included in Section 2.1.6 of the Draft EIS.
Response 59.003

Thank you for your comment. A discussion of worker safety is included
in Section 4.17, Health and Safety.

Response 59.004

Thank you for your comment. A discussion of the Socioeconomic
impacts of the project is included in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.
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COMMENT #60 Comment Letter 60.........ooooiiiiiii Madrid, G.
L, N
CONNECT Response 60.001
GEOMAT Comments Thank you for your comment. A discussion of the Socioeconomic

impacts of the project is included in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.

George Madrid Wed, Apr 30, 2014 at 8:34 AM

GEOMAT is a consulting engineering business in Farmington, NM. | own the business and have around 20
employees depending on our workload. A significant amount of our business comes from BHPB. They hawe

been one of our top tier clients for several years. Their continuing business is important to our continuing

success. | know of many other businesses in our community that rely on doing business with BHPB. Without | 5, 001
BHBP, our community would suffer the loss of many good paying jobs and the economic impact would be

devastating.

From my business dealings with BHPB and experience as a past BHBP employee, | know they maintain a
sustained focus on environmental performance, reclamation success, employee health and mine safety, and
community investments.

Based on the above comments, | strongly recommend approval of the EIS under consideration!

~@DSEOMALT..

George A. Madrid, P.E.

President, Principal Engineer
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COMMENT #61

)

a o
BISON
CONNECT

Fwd: Four Corners Power Plant

Mon, May 5, 2014 at 9:13 AM

Good moming Marcelo,

| am not sure whether this is the proper email address for a comment on the proposals you are dealing with, but |
only hawe this address. As a resident of the Four Corners area, | am aware of the abject poverty on the vast
Navaho resernvation and the desire of many to help. Over the years that | have lived here, | have seen corporations
come and stay and some have left, the government has attempted and suggested many things. As the coal
powered plant s have been allowed to pollute and store coal ash using less than best practices, all the people
have suffered from additional asthma, lung diseases, cancers and the poverty remains, while the vast resources | 61.001
of the impowerished have by and large gone into the pockets of the ever increasingly wealthy corporations, CEO"
and stockholders who have never seen the smoke-belching stacks and the brown haze or been told not to eat
fish that they have caught to eat because of mercury contamination. The public comment meeting came and
went while | was at work, so | am asking you to share my comment with those who need to see it. Protect both
the Navaho and the other residents who share this beautiful area from further pollution and danger.

Ann Perkins-Parrott

| III‘r

n

cComment Letter 61........coovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeee, Perkins-Parrott, A.

Response 61.001

Thank you for your comment. The Human Health Risk Assessment
conducted for the proposed project is part of the Administrative Record
and is available to the public upon request. Pages 4.17-22 through
4.17-24 summarizes the results of the Human Health Risk Assessment
performed for the Project. In addition, a discussion of the results of
human health risk assessment evaluating potential impacts of the
emissions from the Navajo Mine is located on pages 4.17-19 through
4.17-22 of the Draft EIS. An evaluation of potential impacts with regard
to environmental justice is included in Section 4.11 of the Draft EIS.
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5132014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Four Corners Power Plant/Navajo Mine Energy Project
n COMMENT #62
& WD
BISON
CONNECT

Four Corners Power Plant/Navajo Mine Energy Project

Marilyn McCord

Attn Marcelo Calle:

Tue, May 6, 2014 at 9:23 AM

I live at Vallecito at the north end of Vallecito Reservoir. Over my 25 years here (full time) | have seen the
increase in air pollution in the Four Comers, experienced the worsening of my allergies, and despaired at the
posting of Vallecito Reserwoir for mercury content. My late husband was an active member of the Four Corers
Air Quality Task Force so | am aware of their work; during his career with the US Public Health Senice he was
on loan to the EPA for 17 of those years.

62.001

Climate change is one of my number one issues — if we don't have a liveable planet, what are we to do? We are

losing species at an alarming rate — will humans also be on the list sometime in the future? The May 5 Durango

Herald article quotes Daniel Tormey: "If the most important thing to you is climate change, then any coal-fired

power plant that you shut down is a victory.” Shutting down the For Comers Power Plant would be my number

one choice; my 7.5Kw rooftop solar panels are to be installed at the end of this month. If the phase-out of the 62,002
plant needs to be more gradual, please consider the most restrictive (yet realistic) options possible. There are

many things more important than profit — like clean air, clean water, clean soil, flourishing species.

Thank you,
Marilyn McCord

CommeNnt LETEr B2.....ccuuiieiiiiiieeeie e McCord, M.

Response 62.001

Thank you for your comment. An evaluation of the potential air quality
impacts of the proposed action and alternatives is included in Section
4.1, Air Quality, of the Draft EIS. Health and Safety is addressed in
Section 4.17. The Human Health Risk Assessment conducted for the
proposed project is part of the Administrative Record and is available to
the public upon request. Pages 4.17-22 through 4.17-24 summarizes
the results of the Human Health Risk Assessment performed for the
Project. In addition, a discussion of the results of human health risk
assessment evaluating potential impacts of the emissions from the
Navajo Mine is located on pages 4.17-19 through 4.17-22 of the Draft
ElS.

Response 62.002

Please see Master Response #2, Renewable Energy Alternatives.
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5132014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - comment on Four Corner Power Plant and Navajo Mine
COMMENT #63 Comment Letter 63.........oooiiiii Porter-Norton, M.
CONNECT Response 63.001
comment on Four Corner Power Plant and Navajo Mine Thank you for your comment. The project is entirely funded by the

owners of the Navajo Mine, FCPP, and PNM, not the federal
W Tue, May 6, 2014 at 5:10 PM government. Therefore, allocation of federal funds for the creation of
jobs in the renewable energy industry is outside the scope of this NEPA

May 6, 2014 process.

With regard to tourism and other socioeconomic impacts, these are
addressed in Sections 4.10, Socioeconomics, and 4.16, Recreation, of
the EIS. The potential impacts of mercury deposition are addressed in

Dear Sirs and Madames:

| am making a formal comment on the FIS for the Four Cormer Power Plant and Navajo Mine. |
am extremely concerned about the level of carbon emissions that this power plant emits. lam

also sensitive, however, to the jobs provided to the area residents and most especially Sections 4.1, Air Qua“ty, 4.5, Water Resources, and 4.8, Threatened
members of the Navajo Tribe. |am for the “No Action” alternative with the caveat that | would . e e .

like to see federal funds put to better use creating jobs in the solar and renewable energy and Endangered SpeC|eS- V|5|b|llty and visual resources are addressed
industries creating new, replacement jobs specifically targeted to area Navajo Tribe in Section 4.1. Air Quality and Section 4.13. Visual Resources. of the
Members. [f the power plant is to continue, lam NOT in favor of developing a new coal mining | . .., ! ! !

area. Ourarea depends on tourism. Our mountains and fish in our lakes are polluted with Draft EIS.

mercury from the power plant. Entire

views capes are affected. This is entirely unacceptable. This plant should be retired and we Response 63.002

should put in place energy industries in the Four Corners that more closely match the values of

the residents; the needs and health of the people; and the desired longevity of our pristine Please see Master Response #6, Reissuance of the Draft EIS. |mpacts

landscapes. Further, a revised EIS should be issued that better considers: . . . .
P of global climate changes are addressed in Section 4.2, Climate

Change, and Section 4.18.2.2 of the Draft EIS. Cumulative impacts are

v The impacts on global climate change.

¥ Cumuative impacts. addressed in Section 4.18. Water resources are addressed in Section
¥ Drought conditions and water resources. 4.5. Local health issues are addressed in Section 4.17, Health and
v The impacts of the plant on local health issues. «m | Safety. Toxic waste data, including storage, removal, and remediation
v Toxic waste data including storage, removal and remediation and the impacts on the local is addressed in Section 4.15, Hazardous materials and wastes. Air

people and and. quality is addressed in Section 4.1. The region of influence for both air

quality and water resources extends into portions of Colorado. Impacts
¥ Impacts of and amounts of mercury and sefenium levels. of and amounts of mercury and selenium levels are addressed in
Section 4.1, Air Quality, 4.5, Water Resources, and 4.8, Threatened
and Endangered Species.

v" Air and water quality impacts including to surrounding areas in Colorado.

Respecitfully submitted, . e .
With regard to drought conditions, the following has been added to

I 2 Section 4.5.2.2: Recent drought conditions in the Southwest have
further decreased flow rates in the San Juan River.
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G201 DEPARTMENT OF THEINTERIOR Mail - 4C orners Powwer Plant and M avajo Mine .
COMMENT #64 Comment Letter 64 .........oooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e Schmidt, P.
t dn
connEeT Response
4 Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine Thank you for your comment.

Peter Schmidt Tue, May &, 2014 at 1:32 P

Dear Sirs YWhatever decisions you are about to make regarding the Four Comers Power Plant and Navajo
Mine, please count me as being for safety issues conceming the air we all breathe in the four-comers area
coming first.  As it stands now the air guality and environmental degradation caused by this facility are
unconscionable, given that we know how to do much better now. Peter Schrmidt

Peter Schmidt Tue, May 6, 2014 at 1:31 P

Dear Sirs  YWhatever decisions you are about to make regarding the Four Comers Power Plant and Navajo
Mine, please count me as being for safety issues conceming the airwe all breathe in the four-comers area
coming first.  As it stands now the air guality and environmental degradation caused by this facility are
unconscionable, given that we know how to do much better now. Peter Schmidt
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5132014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Important comment.

COMMENT #65 Comment Letter 65......coooviiiiiii Benally, B.
CONNECT Response 65.001
Important comment. Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic

impacts of the project is included in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.

bertram benally_ Wed, May 7, 2014 at 2:34 PM

Greetings, My email is in support of continuing the Four Corners Generating Station. The continuous operation is

and will be most beneficial for the Navajo Nation. In regards to the environmental aspects i feel it is monitored

closely and kept as a top priority in keeping the natural balance of wildlife and its surroundings. A large amount of
employees contribute time and energy to their respective community’s. In some way, fashion or form, indirectly or
directly APS and The Fossil Fuel provider have the largest impact on the local economy. Without these two
company's the community’s in the Navajo Nation will feel the lost. In today's economy every little bit helps even | 5 o1
the furthest chapter has benefited from the continuous operation of both company’s. It would be a hard question

to answer when these remote family's are in need and the support of the Nation is not available. Thank you for

your time and your continuous support.
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5132014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Four Corners Comment

COMMENT #66 Comment Letter 66............cooeeiiiiiiiiii Ortman, C.

Response 66.001

Four Corners Comment Please see Master Response #1, Deficient Analysis.

Cyndi Ortman Thu, May 8, 2014 at 1:10 PM

Please accept my comments on the Four Comners Power Pland and Navajo Mine Energy Project Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)

After the latest climate change report, the era of coal is coming to an end. One fourth of the nations coal plants
will be retired within a decade.

Adding 258 million metric tons of carbon pollution is short sided and prolonging operations of a dirty antiquated
coal plant is not what makes sense.

The DEIS is deficient in its anaysis of the full economic environmental, and human health costs.

Please consider my comments.

Sincerely,

Cyndi Ortman

66.001

4-120 Appendix F May 2015



Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine Energy Project
Final Environmental Impact Statement

5132014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Four Corners Power Plant
COMMENT #67 CommENt LEtter 67 ......covviiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e Rogers, R.
CONNECT Response 67.001
Four Corners Power Plant Pages 4.17-22 through 4.17-24 summarizes the results of the Human
Health Risk Assessment performed for the Project. In addition, a
Soxanne Rogers Thu, May 8, 2014 at &:11 AM discussion of the results of human health risk assessment evaluating

potential impacts of the emissions from the Navajo Mine is located on

pages 4.17-19 through 4.17-22 of the Draft EIS. Potential effects with

regard to climate change are addressed in Section 4.2, Climate

Change and Section 4.18, Cumulative Impacts. With regard to "green"

We must ask our goremment agencies to be due diigent in protecting our ai, water, and environment o now alternatives, please see Master Response #2, Renewable Energy
Alternatives.

I think the EIS should include the effects on human health throughout the Four Comers area, the effect on climate
change which is an urgent issue which must be addressed immediately, "green" alternatives for the Four Corners
Power.

67.001

Because of coal- fired power plants, the air around the area, including Shiprock and Cortez, Mesa Verde National
Park, the Navajo Nation, is far for clear with distant views shrouded in smog-like particulates.

67.002

Roxanne Rogers

Response 67.002

Thank you for your comment. Potential impacts with regard to visibility
are addressed in Section 4.1, Air Quality.
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DEPARTMENTOF THE INTERIOR hail - Fuwd: rick vl li ame onwaanted a copy .
COMMENT #68 Comment Letter 68..........coooiiiiiiiiiiiiieece e Yazzie, V.
|
Response
Fwd: rick williamson wanted a copy Thank you for your comment.

e e B R A

Comment frarn Yincent Y azzie ||

Dear Mr. Calle,

Rick Williamson wanted a copy of mercury contamination of & soil sarmple from the Four Corners Power Plant
that was contaminated at the Denver Federal Center

Page 16 talks about the mercury contamination

hitp:#fpubs.usgs. gow/of1 9750170/ eport. pdf

Attached Federal Denver health study page 30 of 56 shows mercury contamination in the denver bunker soil. A
max of 0.4 mogfky.

Somebody may have lost the ariginal samples and replaced the samples with Denver Bunker soil
Sincerely,

Vincent H. Yazzie
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51412014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Comments
COMMENT #69
CONNECT

Fwd: Comments

Dear Mr. Calle,

Attached are NOx levels as measured by GOME on May 5, 2014.

IUP Bremen: GOME-2 / SCIAMACHY DOAS Nadir Data Browser

One picture is for scale showing the overlain image on Google Earth.

Zooming into Four Corners Power Plant and San Juan Generating Station
reveals NOx that still creates visibility problems at Mesa Verde National Park,

Also attached is a report where BHP misapplied a percentage to low ball the
coal rank of the coal. EPA models were based upon low balled coal rank
values. EPA refused to readjust there models to correct for the proper and
higher coal rank values.

Leaves open questions of what is the correct power plant rating of Four

Corners Power Plant?

Thu, May 8, 2014 at 9:49 AM

69.001

-}

Comment LEetter B69......cuuiiiiiiii i Yazzie, V.

Response 69.001

The EIS air quality analysis was developed in early 2013; therefore, the
NOx data from 2014 are not included. Because the EIS analysis was
based on 12 years of historic air emissions data and because the
impact analyses were based on the peak-year emissions rather than
the 12-year average, the NOx analysis is a reasonable estimation of
future operations. Future emissions estimates are based on the historic
worst-year emissions data, not on EPA coal type (e.g., sub-bituminous,
bituminous) estimates; therefore, the power plant rating is essentially a
measurement, not a power plant rating based on EPA coal type
estimates.
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511412014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Comments
COMMENT #69

Here is the EPA scientific integrity policy.

69.002

http://www.epa.gov/osa/pdfs/epa_scientific_integrity_policy_20120115.pdf

Vincent H. Yazzie

[

3 attachments

NOx_May_05_2014_USA.jpg
161K

NOx_May_05_2014_fcpp_san_juan.jpg
251K

EPA-R09-OAR-2010-0683-0056(1). pdf
1659K

https://mail google.com/mail/b/349/w/0/2ui=28ik=6ac25a16cb&view=pt&cat=DEIS%20COMMENTS%2F DEIS%20CMNTS%20(MAYS-MAY 12)&search=cat&th 22

Response 69.002

Thank you for your comment. The Draft EIS was prepared in
accordance with CEQ NEPA regulations and the OSMRE NEPA
Handbook. Technical analyses and supplemental studies conducted in
order to evaluate impacts in the Draft EIS follow methods considered
acceptable by the scientific community and were prepared in close
coordination with the Cooperating Agencies, including EPA.
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511312014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Coal power plants ..
Comment Letter 70.......ccoveviiiiiiiiiiee e Meininger, J.

n COMMENT #70
o /)

BESON
CONNECT

Response 70.001

Thank you for your comment. OSMRE is considering all alternatives
analyzed in the Draft EIS and will notify the public of its decision via the

M Fil. May $, 2014 2t 4:30 P Record of Decision, anticipated in spring 2015.

Please stop allowing coal fired power plants to pollute the air and water of the 4 corners. The continued buming of | 7 91
coal is a detriment to the quality of lives of almost every resident and \isitor to our beautiful region. | speak on

behalf of myself, my wife, and our two children when | request we stop using coal for power production in the 4

comers.

Coal power plants

Thank you, Jason Meininger
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- . Comment Letter 71......ooo Rich. D.
COMMENT #71
CONNECT Response 71.001
Input Thank you for your comment. OSMRE is considering all alternatives

analyzed in the Draft EIS and will notify the public of its decision via the

m Fil. May $, 2014 2t 513 P Record of Decision, anticipated in spring 2015.

Given the problems of global warming and air pollution, | favor closing both the Navajo Coal Mine and the Four

71.001
Comers Power Plant.

Dawe Rich
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511312014

o)

BESON
CONNECT

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Four Corners Power Plant and Navaho Mine Complex
COMMENT #72

Four Corners Power Plant and Navaho Mine Complex

louise teal - Fri, May 9, 2014 at 7:32 PM

As our nation reduces it's coal power generation and begins to shift
to cleaner options - it makes no sense to commit more money to
the Four Corners complex, nor endure more environmental
destruction in the SW. At best, shut this plant down. Second
best, the Dept. of the Interior should do a sound and complete
assessment of the accurate and total cost financially of continuing
the Plant and Mine. This cost should include damage to the
environment and our health; including calculating the true cost of
258 metric tons of carbon added to our atmosphere or the effects
of mercury in our waters.

72.001

72.002

Louise Teal
Durango, CO

1

COMMENT LEIEEE 72 Teal, L.

Response 72.001

Thank you for your comment. OSMRE is considering all alternatives
analyzed in the Draft EIS and will notify the public of its decision via the
Record of Decision, anticipated in spring 2015.

Response 72.002

The socioeconomic effects of continuing operations at the FCPP and
Navajo Mine are discussed in Section 4.10 of the EIS and effects to
human health, including mercury emissions and deposition, are
founded on the findings of Section 4.1 (Air Quality), Section 4.17
(Health and Safety), and references cited therein.

A quantitative analysis of the social cost of carbon (SCC) has been
added to the Final EIS in Section 4.2. The Draft EIS considered the
SCC in a qualitative manner, but did not quantify the effects.
Subsequent to issuance of the Draft EIS, CEQ published Draft
Guidance on climate change analysis (CEQ 2014), in which CEQ
indicates that emissions monetization is not required in every project-
level NEPA analysis. Nonetheless, OSMRE determined that a
guantitative analysis would be included in the Final EIS, following the
Interagency Working Group Methods. The results of the SCC analysis
do not change the conclusions or the findings of level of significance for
the Climate Change issue; however, the analysis has been added to
provide additional context to OSMRE’s decision.
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n COMMENT #73
o /)

BESON
CONNECT

Comment on Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine DEIS

lisa allee_

Good day!
| live above Cortez, Colorado with a beautiful view of the Ute Mountain, Mesa Verde and in the distance the 73.001
Chuska Mountains. But many days there is a steady creep of smog obscuring the iew--smog created by the
filthy, very old coal-fired power plants and the incredible dust cloud created by the mining operations. It is time for]
the air quality in the Four Comers area to improvel! The era of coal needs to end and instead we need to use the
abundant solar and wind energy available!!

Please consider the following

Sat, May 10, 2014 at 9:07 AM

73.002

The Four Corners does not want to prolong for 25 years the operations of a dirty, antiquated coal plant that
will add 258 million metric tons of carbon pollution to our atmosphere (the equivalent of 54 MILLION cars).

The Four Comners is tired of being a dumping ground for air, land and water pollutants associated with power
that is shipped out of our region.

The DEIS is deficient in its analysis of the full economic, environmental, and human health costs of this | 73.003
project.

Asthma rates in the Four Comers are ridiculously high and the mercury lewels in the fish make it unwise to eat
more than one a year--all this from the dirty coal plants--the smokestacks and the ash piles. Then there is the
concem of uranium in the smoke and ash also....

Please help end the tragedy the Four Comers area has lived with for so long—-let's move out of the dirty coal era | 73.005
and into a clean renewable energy erall

Thank you.

73.004

Sincerely,

Lisa Allee

COomMMENT LEILEN 73 e Allee, L.

Response 73.001

Thank you for your comment. The potential impacts to air quality and
visibility is addressed in Section 4.1, Air Quality of the Draft EIS.

Response 73.002

Thank you for your comment. With regard to renewable energy, please
see Master Response #2, Renewable Energy Alternatives. OSMRE is

considering all alternatives analyzed in the Draft EIS and will notify the
public of its decision via the Record of Decision, anticipated in

spring 2015.

Response 73.003

Please see Master Response #1, Deficient Analysis.

Response 73.004

Pages 4.17-22 through 4.17-24 summarizes the results of the Human
Health Risk Assessment performed for the Project. In addition, a
discussion of the results of human health risk assessment evaluating
potential impacts of the emissions from the Navajo Mine is located on
pages 4.17-19 through 4.17-22 of the Draft EIS. With regard to
mercury, this is addressed in the Human Health Risk Assessment, and
the Ecological Risk Assessment. Please see Master Response #4,
Mercury Level in Fish in Nearby Lakes.

Response 73.005

Thank you for your comment. With regard to renewable energy, please
see Master Response #2, Renewable Energy Alternatives. OSMRE is
considering all alternatives analyzed in the Draft EIS and will notify the
public of its decision via the Record of Decision, anticipated spring
2015.
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COMMENT #74 May 10, 2014

Mr. Marcelo Calle

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement Western Region
Office

1999 Broadway, Suite 3320
Denver, CO 80202-3050

Re: Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine Energy Project Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)

Dear Mr. Calle,

Living in the Four Corners region is a blessing and | feel privileged to call the
region my home. | was unable to attend the public meetings that were held
this past week, hence this letter for your consideration.

The coal fired power plants and their related coal mines, it’s true, are the
source of many jobs. However the plants are also the source of our air 74001
pollution; spewing tons of elements into the air we breathe. (Think asthma) |
applaud recent EPA rulings to reduce these pollutants.

Looking at the future | believe this EIS needs to address clean energy
alternatives to the status quo coal energy production. The federal
government once played a huge role in building the coal infrastructure on the
Navajo Reservation. Now it is time for our government to do the same for
alternative clean energy sources.

74.002

The EIS needs to consider all of the environmental impacts of a prolonged
coal plant operations: mercury and selenium levels in our lakes and rivers,
climate change and drought, ozone, and the public health. There is solid

science quantifying these issues and these should be sited in your report.

74.003

The costs of another 25 years of carbon pollution should not be glossed over.
Thank you for reading my letter and considering these issues.

Sincerely,

Steve Krest

COMMENT LEILEN T4 .o Krest, S.

Response 74.001

Please see Master Response #2, Renewable Energy Alternatives.

Response 74.002

Thank you for your comment. OSMRE is considering all of the
alternatives that were analyzed in the Draft EIS and will inform the
public of its decision via the Record of Decision, anticipated in the
spring of 2015. With regard to consideration of environmental impacts,
please see Master Response #1, Deficient Analysis and Master
Response #4, Mercury Deposition and Fish in Nearby Lakes. The
societal cost is addressed in Chapter 4.2, Climate Change.

Response 74.003

Thank you for your comment. Discussion of socioeconomic impacts of
the project is included in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS. Air quality and
public health are addressed in Section 4.1 and 4.17, respectively.
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COMMENT 75 Comment Letter 75........coooiiiiiiii e, Levine, K.
CONNECT Response 75.001
Four Corners Power Plant Please see Master Response #2, Renewable Energy Alternatives.

m Sat, May 10, 2014 at 11:41 AM Response 75.002

Please see Master Response #2, Renewable Energy Alternatives.

To Marcello Calle:

Four Comers Power Plant and Navajo Mine Energy Project Draft Environmental Impact study is wrapping up and |
just wanted to weigh in on my opinion. Global warming and pollution from these type of plants are a real concern
for the future of this country and planet. There are better alternatives out there to produce electricity. If they cost
slightly more it is worth it in the long run and any cost differences are getting less. Let’s do the right thing
environmentally and go more towards natural sustainable technologies such as solar, wind, geothermal, and
hydro. Prolonging the coal age is just going to cost the planet dearly in the future and a big mistake. New
environmental facilities make sense for our and the planet’s future.

75.001

| live in Pagosa Springs but still get our power from this plant and some pollution too. There are 2 alternatives in
the works here that could soon take some of the burden off that plant. A biomass and a geothermal power plants | ;5 0,
are trying to be built but in the red tape planning stages at this point. They could be online within a couple years
and be much better alternatives.

Ken Levine
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& COMMENT 76 Comment Letter 76...........coceoiiiiiiiii, Sims, B.
e % 7

CONNECT Response 76.001

FCPP & Navajo Mine Draft EIS comments Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of Socioeconomic

impacts of the project is included in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.

To whom it may concern:

Response 76.002

My name is Beatrice Sims. | am a coal miner at the Navajo Mine. | am originally from Shonto, AZ. Thankfully, | Thank you for your comment. A Complete discussion of Socioeconomic
came to the Farmington area for work at the Navajo mine. | support the approval of the Pinabete Pemmit area. It 3 . . .. . .
would be very exciting to be able to have employment for another 25 years past 2016. | have attended the Navajo o ImpaCtS Of the pI‘OjeCt IS |nc|uded N SeCt|0n 4 10 Of the Draft EIS

Nation legislation concemning the Navajo Nation acquiring Navajo Mine. | thought the battle was over and us
miners just had to go to work. Now, I'm hearing that the Pinabete permit area needs public support. | am the
public and | support the 5000+ acres expansion for coal mining. | support the permit approval because the energy
industry needs competition. Energy expenses are becoming too expensive. The najo nation talks about
renewable energy sources or turning the FCPP into a gas powered power plant, but that may take years. Navajo
mine exists right now, so does the coal burning technology of the powerplant. The way | see the energy industry,
it seems the gas industry is trying to bully its way through the energy market by sending lobbyists and
environmentalists to argue against coal. what about theyre flaring and fracking? A lot of people are convinced that
the fracking is a leading cause of cancer. The flaring? is that not wasting gas? when a supply is being depleted
does that not mean that the price of that supply will increase? It's so difficult to compare the gas industry to the
coal mining industry. They have 2 completely different standards and regulations. if the gas industry had the
same regulations as the coal mining industry, the gas industry would not float. My point was to keep all the
energy industries competing on the energy market so that it will be affordable for customers.

Another reason | would like to see Navajo Mine continue for the next 25 years is because of the Navajo Nation
economy. Coal royalties support 33% or 50% of the Navajo Nation economy. If this mine shuts down, Navajo
people will have to move away from the reservation or their homeland to find jobs. The royalties received from coal
mines is infused into the Navajo Nation economy through payroll, welfare, outreach programs, or through
chapters. The home that | grew up in was built by the Shonto Chapter, my first job was through the shonto
chapter youth employment program, and now | am an employee of the Navajo Mine.

| finally made time to write a response in support of Pinabete Pemmit area. I'm thankful that | eam wages from
Navajo Mine so that | am able to celebrate Mother's Day by taking my mother, aunt, niece and my daughter out
for dinner at the Northern Edge Casino.

76.002

Sincerely,
Beatrice Sims
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n COMMENT #77
o /)

BESON
CONNECT

Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine Energy Project Draft
Environmental Impact Statement

Gary Skiba_

To OSMRE:

Sat, May 10, 2014 at 8:54 AM

| am requesting that OSMRE revise its analysis in the FCPP and Navajo Mine project to fully disclose the 77.001
impacts and consider viable alternatives to the project.

Our dependence on coal for power production is appropriately declining. The authorization of
continued coal based power production flies in the face of our need to reduce greenhouse gas

emissions, especially when alternatives exist. 1002

Citizens of the four corners have suffered from the impacts of continued coal production,
including increased respiratory illness, view robbing haze, and fish consumption advisories dus
to mercury contamination. Approval of the Navajo Mine and Four Corners Power Plan project
as envisioned will continue these impacts for two to three decades. Rather than continuing

those impacts, we should move to cleaner power production at every opportunity.
77.003

The analysis of impacts on human health, environmental costs, and economics needs to be
revised and improved.

Thank you.

Gary Skiba

3333333333333 3333333333>
Let no man pull you low
enough to hate him.

-- Martin Luther King Jr.
3333333333333 333333355>>

Gary T. Skiba

1

COMMENT LEIEEN 77 e Skiba, G.

Response 77.001

Thank you for your comment. The Draft EIS was prepared in
accordance with CEQ NEPA regulations and the OSMRE NEPA
Handbook. With regard to alternatives, please see Master Response
#2, Renewable Energy Alternatives.

Response 77.002

Thank you for your comment. Please see Master Response #2,
Renewable Energy Alternatives. Greenhouse gases are discussed in
Section 4.2, Climate Change, of the Draft EIS. Public health is
evaluated in Section 4.17, Health and Safety. Visibility is addressed in
Section 4.1, Air Quality.

Response 77.003

Please see Master Response #2, Renewable Energy Alternatives and
Master Response #1, Deficient Analysis.
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5132014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Draft Environmental Impact Statement, Navajo Power Plant
n COMMENT #78
a Ph
BESON
CONNECT

Draft Environmental Impact Statement, Navajo Power Plant

mark Walker

1. Analysis of health impacts and the true cost of coal operation in the EIS is too rushed

Sat, May 10, 2014 at 9:04 AM

| 78.001

We are tired of suffering the impacts of providing energy for other areas of the country. As an example of
the impacts in this region, | need only look out my back door to the resenvirs where we have a fish 78.002
advisory due to Mercury deposition which has been solidly linked to the buming of coal in the Four
Comers Region.

2. While complete and immediate closure of the power plant is too much to expect and would harm the local
economy, an additional 25 years of operation is unbearable!

78.003
There is room for compromise here...a move toward clean energy could be accomplished by requiring
that a portion of the profits from continued operation of the power plant go into building out a solar
replacement. The infrastructure is there and the solar potential must be great. The compromise would
be a gradual shutdown of the plant over a shorter time period and required upgrades to the solar farm as
the industry dewelops.

3. The Navajo have bought an unknown environmental liability.
78.004
Reclamation of coal mines and ash disposal pits is expensive. Is the true cost for reclamation of

existing conditions known? Will bonds cover the true cost of reclamation of another 25 years of
operation?

mark Walker

Sat, May 10, 2014 at 9:07 AM

From: mark Walke
Sent: Saturday, May 10, 2014 10:05 AM

Subject: Draft Environmental Impact Statement, Navajo Power Plant

1

Comment LETEN 78..... v, Walker, M.

Response 78.001

Pages 4.17-22 through 4.17-24 summarize the results of the Human
Health Risk Assessment performed for the Project. In addition, a
discussion of the results of human health risk assessment evaluating
potential impacts of the emissions from the Navajo Mine is located on
pages 4.17-19 through 4.17-22 of the Draft EIS.

A quantitative analysis of the social cost of carbon (SCC) has been
added to the Final EIS in Section 4.2. The Draft EIS considered the
SCC in a qualitative manner, but did not quantify the effects.
Subsequent to issuance of the Draft EIS, CEQ published Draft
Guidance on climate change analysis (CEQ 2014), in which CEQ
indicates that emissions monetization is not required in every project-
level NEPA analysis. Nonetheless, OSMRE determined that a
guantitative analysis would be included in the Final EIS, following the
Interagency Working Group Methods. The results of the SCC analysis
do not change the conclusions or the findings of level of significance for
the Climate Change issue; however, the analysis has been added to
provide additional context to OSMRE’s decision.

Response 78.002

Please see Master Response #4, Mercury Deposition and Mercury in
Fish in Nearby Lakes.

Response 78.003

Please see Master Response #2, Renewable Energy Alternatives.

Response 78.004

NTEC made a business decision to acquire the Navajo Mine, including
all the benefits and liabilities associated with its operation. Reclamation
activities are planned years in advance of implementation, so the costs
of these activities are accounted for in operational budgets.
Furthermore, reclamation activities are planned and performed to
comply with the regulatory requirements under SMCRA. The bonds

May 2015
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mandated by SMCRA are to serve as an insurance policy in the event
that initial reclamation treatments fall short of full compliance and
additional work is required.
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SM%2014 DEPARTMENT OF THEINTERIOR Mail - Everymorning on the vy towon: | seethe pall of pollution from the morstr ous coal fired povser plants west of ..

n COMMENT #79
a Wh

CONNECT Response 79.001

Every morning on the way to work | see the pall of pollution from the Please see Master Response #2, Renewable Energy Alternatives.
monstrous coal fired power plants west of Farmington stretching to the

horizon, like an ugly bruise upon the sky. People are breathing this filth and
hecoming ill from it. It's high time to close down those abominations and opt |, .
for clean energy in place of filthy coal.

Joe Ward- Sat, May 10, 2014 at 12:57 PM

"Little garden planet,
Qasis in space.
Some hearts hurt,
They can hardly stand
The waste "
- from "Ethiopia” by Joni Mitchell -

CommMmENt LEIEEN 79 .. i Ward, J.
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5132014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Comment on Four Corners and Navajo Energy Project
n COMMENT #80
L)
BISON
CONNECT

Comment on Four Corners and Navajo Energy Project

To Whom It May Concern:

| am a resident of Durango, Colorado deeply concerned about the energy future of our region. | am disappointed
that the draft EIS for the Navajo Mine and Four Comers Power Plant did not adequately assess altematives to
coal nor did the analysis encompass the true cost of coal to the surrounding communities, including air and

water pollution, health impacts, fisheries impacts, and wider impacts of climate change. 80.001

| strongly urge you to revise this draft EIS to reflect the TRUE impacts of this project and to fully assess the
altematives to coal for many decades to come. This community should be benefitting from a cleaner energy
future, not be stuck in the past due to faulty and short-sited assessments.

| appreciate your consideration.

Sincerely,

Erika Brown
Durango, CO

Comment Letter 80.....couuuiiiiiiiiiieee e, Brown, E.

Response 80.001

With regard to alternatives to coal, please see Master Response #2,
Alternatives. The Draft EIS evaluates potential impacts to groundwater
and surface water quality in Section 4.5, air quality in Section 4.1,
human health and safety in Section 4.17, wildlife and special status
species in Sections 4.7 and 4.8 respectively, and climate change in
Section 4.2.

A quantitative analysis of the social cost of carbon (SCC) has been
added to the Final EIS in Section 4.2. The Draft EIS considered the
SCC in a qualitative manner, but did not quantify the effects.
Subsequent to issuance of the Draft EIS, CEQ published Draft
Guidance on climate change analysis (CEQ 2014), in which CEQ
indicates that emissions monetization is not required in every project-
level NEPA analysis. Nonetheless, OSMRE determined that a
guantitative analysis would be included in the Final EIS, following the
Interagency Working Group Methods. The results of the SCC analysis
do not change the conclusions or the findings of level of significance for
the Climate Change issue; however, the analysis has been added to
provide additional context to OSMRE’s decision.
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5132014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Four Corners Power Plant . .
COMMENT #81 Comment Letter 81.........ccccevvieeennns McClintock, A., and Pinneke, C.
CONNECT Response 81.001
Four Corners Power Plant Thank you for your comment. OSMRE is considering all of the
alternatives that were analyzed in the Draft EIS and will inform the
W“e_ Mon. May 12, 2014 8t 10:53 AM public of its decision via the Record of Decision, anticipated in the

Hello, spring of 2015.
| am responding to the Four Corners Power Plant DEIS. |am asking for the "No Action Alternative,” which would
require the existing permit to end in 2016. The clean up should begin immediately thereafter.

The reason | support this action is because we need to change to renewable sources of energy NOW. Our 81.001
air quality is poor, public health is at risk, and climate change is wreaking havoc on ecosystems, water quality
and wildlife sunvival, not to mention our own.

A switch to renewable energies must begin immediately before it's too late. The mine workers could be retrained
to manufacture, install and maintain the renewable energies, so they wouldn't be out of work.

Thank you,
Amy McClintock
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51412014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: FCPP Comments.

n COMMENT #82
o /)

BESON
CONNECT

Fwd: FCPP Comments

Comment FCPP and Navajo Mine Energy Project - Vincent Yazzie to Marcelo Calle

Mon, May 12, 2014 at 2:52 PM

Forwarded message ————

From: Vincent Yazzie

Date: Fri, May 9, 2014 at 2:28 PM

Subject: FCPP Comments

To: "mcalle@osmre.gov' <mcalle@osmre.gov>

May 9, 2014

Vincent Yazzie
10080 Palomino Road
Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Dear Mr. Calle,

The original graph for Figure 6-3 is from the Environmental Assessment(EA)
or Ch6GroundwaterHydrology.pdf

The Picture Cliff Sandstone transmissivity is found in FCPP EIS volume 1 on|
page 4.5-10 or 416/960. Table 4.5-4 Groundwater Aquifer Properties in the
San Juan Basin. The Picture Cliff Sandstone transmissivity is 0.12 square
foot per day or 0.9 gal/day/ft as found in the Environmental assessment. EA
Figure 6-3 was then extended. Red line shows correct drawing of line, but
bad selection of the coordinates. Bad coordinates were then used to
calculate water transmissivity.

82.001

| am afraid the aquifer properties would have to be recalculated.

Add 60 more days to the comment period to look for more errors. 82.002

1

CommeNnt LETEr 82....u e, Yazzie, V.

Response 82.001

Thank you for your comment and the information provided. The permit
application provides a characterization of the groundwater environment,
and specifically groundwater quantity at Chapter 6, Section 6.2 (now
Section 18.2.5.1 in the e-permit). To characterize the transmissivity of
the Picture Cliffs Sandstone, an aquifer recovery test was performed,
and graphical analysis was completed using the McWhorter method
(1980). Graphical analysis is at Chapter 6, Section 6.2, Figure 6-3 (now
Section 18.2.5.1, Figure 18-4 in the e-permit). Application of graphical
analysis requires some interpretation to identify where the slope line
intercepts the x-axis. For this analysis, the x-axis intercept point could
be interpreted as a value of 1.0 or 1.1. A value of 1.0 was used in the
permit, resulting in a transmissivity of 0.12 square foot per day. Using a
value of 1.1 would result in a transmissivity of 0.13 square foot per day.
The Draft EIS at Table 4.5-4, characterizes the transmissivity to have a
variable range between 0.12 to 0.79 square foot per day. Interpretation
of an x-axis intercept of 1.1 would still result in a transmissivity within
the range provided at Table 4.5-4, and not affect the impact analysis or
the conclusion presented in the Draft EIS.

Response 82.002

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period
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51472014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine Energy Project Comments
COMMENT #83
‘ 1)
BISON
CONNECT

Fwd: Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine Energy Project Comments

Comment FCPP and Navajo Mine Energy Project - Vincent Yazzie to Marcelo Calle

Mon, May 12, 2014 at 2:54 PM

Forwarded message ———

From: Vincent Yazzie

Date: Sat, May 10, 2014 at 4:08 AM

Subject: Four Comers Power Plant and Navajo Mine Energy Project Comments
To: "mcalle@osmre.goV' <mcalle@osmre.gov>

Vincent Yazzie

Dear Mr. Calle,

Draft EIS volume 1, page 4.10-13 (653 of 960), Table 4.10-13 Summary of
Navajo Nation Taxes and Royalties by BNCC
Annual Average of Total Navajo Nation Payments is $40,184,255

The number $40,184,255 is for coal sold at sub-bituminous prices.

The coal if sold at the correct coal revenue would bring in an average of
$120,946,527 per year. See attache Navajo_Coal_Royalty_
Calculations_05102014.pdf

83.001
Corrections to the numbers were made from the numbers were submitted as
part of the appeal of the Environmental Assessment.

NTEC is just continuing the practices of BHP by taking advantage of the
Navajo people. This is robbery.

If this robbery continues the Navajo people will lose $2.3 billion in Navajo

1 ©

Comment LEetter 83 ... i Yazzie, V.

Response 83.001

NTEC and the FCPP co-owners entered into a Coal Supply Agreement
(see Section 2.4.2.1) that stipulates that coal mined at Navajo Mine is
to be used solely at FCPP. This agreement serves as a negotiated
financial contract and it is not within the purview of the EIS to intervene
or comment on the agreed-upon price of coal. The role of an EIS is to
analyze potential effects, including socioeconomic, of a proposed
action and alternatives to that action, but not to determine if the
proposed action itself is a good business deal for the parties involved.
Furthermore, under federal trust policy, the Secretary of the Interior
and/or BIA reviews transactions that involve the sale of a tribal trust
asset (i.e. coal) to ensure the appropriate management, development,
and protection of that asset (see Section 4.12.1).
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S1472014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine Energy Project Comments
Nation Payments. COMMENT #83

BHP and APS have conspired to tell the Navajo people that Navajo Mine coal
is sub-bituminous which has a lower price instead of selling the coal at
bituminous prices. See EPA-R09-0AR-2010-0683-0056.pdf

This is robbery of the Navajo people.

Sincerely,

Vincent Yazzie

1l |

3 attachments

-3 doc_22_exhibit_a.pdf

679K
'ﬂ Navajo_Coal_Royalty_Calculations_05102014.pdf
118K
| EPA-R09-0OAR-2010-0683-0056.pdf
1659K
Calle, Marcelo <mcalle@osmre.gov> Mon, May 12, 2014 at 2:56 PM

To: OSM FCPP-Navajo-Energy-EIS <FCPPNavajoEnergyEIS@osmre.gov>

[Quoted text hidden]

3 attachments

-3 doc_22_exhibit_a.pdf
879K

-3 Navajo_Coal_Royalty_Calculations_05102014.pdf
118K

&
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51412014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Fw: Four Corners Power Plant pink steam clouds. FCCP/Navajo Mine Energy Project comments

n COMMENT #84
o /)

BESON
CONNECT

Fwd: Fw: Four Corners Power Plant pink steam clouds. FCCP/Navajo Mine
Energy Project comments

e on ey zot s

Comment FCPP and Navajo Mine Energy Project - Vincent Yazzie to Marcelo Calle

Forwarded message ———

From: Vincent Yazzie

Date: Sat, May 10, 2014 at 7:12 PM

Subject: Fw: Four Comers Power Plant pink steam clouds. FCCP/Navajo Mine Energy Project comments

Vincent H. Yazzie

Dear Mr. Calle,

A conversation with Vinny Spotleson about pink steam clouds from Four
Corners Power Plant attrituble to high nitrogen or nitrates in the exhaust.
Goes back to to much NOx from incorrectly measure NOx emissions as the
coal rank calculations were off. Navajo Mine coal has been incorrectly
classified as sub-bituminous when it should be bituminous coal. Any
ammonia SCR system would be overpower with to much NOx. SCR would
not be engineered to handle the extra NOx.

84.001

Sincerely,

Vincent Yazzie

On Tuesday, April 30, 2013 10:19 AM, Vinny Spotleson ||| EEGTGNGNGGEEEEEE ot

Vincent -

1

Comment LEEEr 84......couniiieiiiiieee e, Yazzie, V.

Response 84.001

Future emissions estimates are based on the historic worst-year
emissions data, not on EPA sub-bituminous or bituminous coal
estimates. The selective catalytic reduction (SCR) technology will be
implemented in conformance with the USEPA Final Implementation
Plan and BART requirements, ensuring best available technology for
NOx emissions management.
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51472014

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Four Corners Power Plant comments
COMMENT #85

BISON
CONNECT

Fwd: Four Corners Power Plant comments

Comment FCPP and Navajo Mine Energy Project - Vincent Yazzie to Marcelo Calle

Forwarded message ———

Vincent Yazzie
10080 Palomino Road
Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Four Corners Power Plant is running out of water.

Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine Energy Project, Draft
Environmental Impact Statement Section 4.12.2.3 Water, page 4.12-2, (716
of 960), Section 4.12.4.1 Alternative A - Proposed Action, page 4.12-6 (720
of 960) assures that there is water for the Four Corners Power Plant.

This came out yesterday, that there is not enough water for the Four Corners
Power Plant.

Further, assured supplies of water are important for the Company's
operations and assets, including Four Corners. Four Corners is located in a
region that has been experiencing drought conditions which could affect the
plant's water supply. Four Corners has accordingly been involved in
negotiations and proceedings with third parties relating to water supply issues.
The drought conditions and related negotiations and proceedings could
adversely affect the amount of power available, or the price thereof, from Four
Corners.

2014 March 10Q

Mon, May 12, 2014 at 2:48 PM

85.001

1 -

Comment Letter 85. ..., Yazzie, V.

Response 85.001

As described in Section 2.2.4, Plant Water Supply, on page 2-23 of the
Draft EIS, water supply for the FCPP is pumped from the San Juan
River. Water rights for the FCPP is through a water rights permit held
by BHP Billiton. As discussed in Section 4.5 of the Draft EIS, review of
annual reports from BNCC indicate that the full amount of consumptive
water rights was not used between 2010 and 2012, in accordance with
a voluntary agreement to reduce water use. However, water supply for
the FCPP and Navajo Mine is permitted for the proposed duration of
the Proposed Action and would not adversely affect the amount of
power available, or price thereof, from FCPP.
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51472014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Four Comers Power Plant comments

OMMENT #85
2014 March 10Q COMMENT #85

Table of Contents UNITED STATES SECURITIES AND
EXCHANGE COMMISSION Washington, D.C. 20549

Climate change and drought could shut down Four Corners Power Plant.
Four Corners Power Plant needs more water due to the drought.

Vincent H. Yazzie

1l |

L [;
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511312014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - EIS Four Corners Power Plant

- . Comment Letter 86.......cooooeiiiiiiie Willis, R.
COMMENT #86 ’
CONNECT Response 86.001
EIS Four Corners Power Plant Thank you for your comment. OSMRE is considering all of the

alternatives that were analyzed in the Draft EIS and will inform the public

_ Mon. May 12, 2014 2t 4:30 M of its decision via the Record of Decision, anticipated in the spring of

2015. With regard to including requirements to reduce air pollution in the
region, please see Master Response #12, Conditions as Part of the

Please do not extend the lease without major requirements to reduce the air borne pollution in the 4 comers
region. The fish in the alpine lakes of the San Juan Mountains are polluted w/ high levels of mercury. Do not add
any more carbon to the atmosphere. Do not destroy the area by digging up more carbon. Please pursue

86.001

renewable energy sources instead. | | Lease or Mine Permit. With regard to mercury levels of fish, please see
manske Snosrely Master Response 4, Mercury Levels in Fish in Nearby Lakes.
andy Willis

Response 86.002
Please see Master Response #2, Renewable Energy Alternatives.

1
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511312014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - (no subject)

n COMMENT #87
o /)

BESON
CONNECT

(no subject)

Please reconsider expanding coal mine operations. In an age of growing global warming and increasing climate
change, it doesn't make sense.
+ The era of coal is coming to a close. By the end of this decade, close to 1/4 of the nation's coal plants will
likely be retired.
« The Four Comers does not want to prolong for 25 years the operations of a dirty, antiquated ceal plant that | g7.001
will add 258 million metric tons of carbon pollution to our atmosphere (the equivalent of 54 MILLION cars).
« The Four Comers is tired of being a dumping ground for air, land and water pollutants associated with power
that is shipped out of our region.
+ The DEIS is deficient in its analysis of the full economic, environmental, and human health costs of this
project.
+ For more talking points

Mon, May 12, 2014 at 12:35 PM

87.002

Thanks,
Jo

Comment Letter 87.......cviiiiiiiiiee e Young, J.

Response 87.001

Thank you for your comment. OSMRE is considering all of the
alternatives that were analyzed in the Draft EIS and will inform the
public of its decision via the Record of Decision, anticipated in the
spring of 2015.

Response 87.002

Thank you for your comment. Please see Master Response #1,
Deficient Analysis.
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5

1472014

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Request for 60-day extansion on EIS comment period

COMMENT #88

Comment Letter 88

Response 88.001

Request for 60-day extension on EIS comment period

messaoe

Dine CARE

Hello Mr. Calle,

Attached are three Chapter Resolutions and one letter by the Navajo communities requesting for a 60-day

extension on the draft EIS comment period.

Thank you,
Colleen
Diné CARE

6 attachments

P

Shiprock Resolution on EIS extension.jpg
2861K

© DMMA request letter on EIS extension_page1.jpg
2329K

DMMA request letter on EIS extension_page2.jpg
= 2325K

WRC-014-073 Request for 80 Day Extension to EIS.pdf

Tue, May 13, 2014 at 12:42 PM

88.001

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

Diné CARE
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5132014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Please stop, step back, and lead!
n COMMENT #89
o /)
BISON
CONNECT

Please stop, step back, and lead!

Garlid, Scott C Tue, May 13, 2014 at 4:24 PM

Marcelo Calle and others,

Let's be leaders with a vision for the future. Let's stop damaging our precious air and water quality in exchange

for a simple and cheap way to generate power. The Four Comers Power Plant and Navajo Energy plan is a bad

deal for anyone interested in the long term best interests of that region. Coal is dirty and that plant is particularly

old and even dirtier. |don't believe the environmental impact statement thoroughly explored the total impact to | 89.001
the environment and region nor has thoroughly explored alternatives.

| own property near Dolores, CO. | bought that property because of how pristine it is—clean air and water. You
can see the air pollution from the Navajo Plant and the wind carries it for many, many miles impacting a broad
surrounding area. The impact is there. If your studies tell you there is no or minimal impact, | think you're either
looking at the wrong data or you've got a confirmation bias and you're only seeing what you choose to see. Step
back, think long term, and look deeper.

89.002

My wife is Navajo and we have family on the Rez. My children are part Navajo. | care about what happens there
and | recognize the impact and scarcity of good jobs there. Let’s find a way to create those jobs from something
else. Stop exploiting the land and the air. What about wind power or solar? Both are clean; both are in
abundance on Rez and we should be able to figure out a way to use the transmission infrastructure that’s already
there.

89.003

I've got 4 kids. Do you think when they hawe kids they will care that you saved a fraction of a cent per KW by
keeping that plant running for another 25 years? I'm pretty sure it won't even register with them. But | know they
would be devastated to know that the environmental damage that was done was awidable if we had been more
forward thinking leaders today.

I live in Phoenix, AZ and | travel for work to China. | know how much worse the smog has gotten in Phoenix over
the past 25 years and | have seen how bad the air quality is due to coal plants in China. Even Chinais taking
action to cut back on their dependence on coal because they know how bad it is, and they are a far cry from
leading edge thinkers on the topic.

Believe me, the precious resource in the 4 Comners area is NOT the coal—it’s the good air and water quality and
pristine emvironment—and that is what we need to protect.

1 "

Comment LEEEr 89. ... Scott, G.

Response 89.001

Please see Master Response #1, Deficient Analysis and Master
Response #2, Renewable Energy Alternatives.

Response 89.002

Please see Master Response #1, Deficient Analysis.

Response 89.003
Please see Master Response #2, Renewable Energy Alternatives.
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5132014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Pinabete Mine Permit .
COMMENT #90 Comment Letter 90........cviiiiiiiiiiiiee e Morris, J.
CONNECT Response 90.001
Pinabete Mine Permit Thank you for your comment. Section 4.10, Socioeconomics includes a
discussion of the revenue received by the Navajo Nation, associated
jerold morris| Tue, May 13, 2014 at 3:02 PM . H H HPY
= ’ with operation of the subject facilities.
To whom it may concern; My name is Jerold Morris | am writing in support of the Pinabete Mine Permit. | am
employed by NTEC , Me and my family depend on the income | get, If the permit fails we will have to relocate.
Because , there will be no good paying jobs and the whole area will be in decile . There are alot vendors that work
out at the mine. With the units 1,2 and3 shutting down the power plant will be under the EPA standards. Navajo
mine has always done a great job reclaiming the mined area, they have won awards for the work they do. The 90.001
Navajo Nation gets alot of revenue from the royalties for its operating cost,it will be devastating for the tribe if this
permit fails. Please wote yes for the Pinabete Mine Permit. Thank you for your time  Jerold Morris
1 "
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Four Corners Power Plant Navajo Mine Energy Project Draft EIS Comments
COMMENT #91

s swoeniag at Fosr Ooenees, the Utah Power
cont $900 15 level

e TR
oo pppresisately 900 s

{m sarms'of
sy that i

fcpp_major_minor_elements_soil_vegetation. pdf
2370K

Comment from Vincent Yazzie forwarded from MCALLE

———— Forwarded message ———

From: Vincent Yazzie

Date: Wed, May 14, 2014 at 12:41 PM

Subject: Re: Four Corers Power Plant Navajo Mine Energy Project Draft EIS Comments

There is more historical material on Four Corners Power Plant international
notorious image. This link and the link in the previous link have little write ups
and testimony on Four Corners Power Plant from 1971. Many of the
documents were obtained from the ASU lawlibrary online research collection
June 1,2, 2013 on the Eric Swenson paper.

The image is from Problems of Electrical Power Production in the Southwest
Hearings before the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs United States
Senate, 92nd Congress, First Session on Environmental Problems
Associated with the Production of Electrical Power by Coal-Fired Plants in the
Four Corners Region of the Southwest U.S., Albuquerque, N. Mex.-May 24,
1971, Part 1. (36 MB).

The quoted image is by Manuel Lujan, Jr. on FCPP smoke being visible by

Wed, May 14, 2014 at 12:53 PM

91.001

3%

Comment Letter 9L, Yazzie, V.

Response 91.001
Visibility is addressed in Section 4.1 on page 4.1-96.

The USEPA Final Implementation Plan (FIP) requiring FCPP
implementation of Best Available Retrofit Technology (BART)
addresses the historic emission issues with FCPP in the Four Corners
area. The proposed action's conformance with the FIP, including
shutdown of Units 1, 2, and 3 and installation of selective catalytic
reduction technology on Units 4 and 5 addresses the issues raised in
the comment.

No change has been made in the Draft EIS.
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the Mercury astronauts. COMMENT #91

http:/mww.navajohopilittlecoloradoriverwatersettiement2012.info/
southwest_electrical_power_problems_albq_05241971_part_1.pdf

Still many things to historically read from the June 1,2, 2013 download
session.

Vincent H. Yazzie

MVin

On Wednesday, May 14,2014 8:42 AM, Adella Begaye ||| NN v -t<:
Thanks Vincent.

For all your reseach and discovering all these unresolved issues that continue to be swept
under the rug. By notifying these to the proper authorities is a paper trail that is necessary from
our end. Thank you.

[Quoted text hidden]

[Quoted text hidden]

* mercury_astronauts_fcpp.JPG
" 158K

414
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5132014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Coal mining
n COMMENT #92
X /)
BISON
CONNECT
Coal mining

To whom it may concern,
Please stop coal development in the 4 Comeres and abroad. We can no longer allow coal exploration to destroy
our health and planet.

e The era of coal is coming to a close. By the end of this decade, close to 1/4 of the nation's coal plants will
likely be retired.

+ The Four Corners does not want to prolong for 25 years the operations of a dirty, antiquated coal plant that
will add 258 million metric tons of carbon pollution to our atmosphere (the equivalent of 54 MILLION cars).

e The Four Corners is tired of being a dumping ground for air, land and water pollutants associated with
power that is shipped out of our region.

« The DEIS is deficient in its analysis of the full economic, environmental, and human health costs of this | 02.003

02.001

92.002

project.
Please stop this madness and head in the direction of renewable energy. | 92.004
Thank You!
Heather Snow|
1 "

ComMmMENT LEIEEN Q2. v Snow, H.

Response 92.001

Thank you for your comment. OSMRE is considering all of the
alternatives that were analyzed in the Draft EIS and will inform the
public of its decision via the Record of Decision, anticipated in the
spring of 2015.

Response 92.002

Thank you for your comment. OSMRE is considering all of the
alternatives that were analyzed in the Draft EIS and will inform the
public of its decision via the Record of Decision, anticipated in the
spring of 2015. With regard to power being shipped out of the region,
as described on page 1-3 of the Draft EIS, six transmission lines extend
from the FCPP and provide power to the southwest - in Arizona, New
Mexico and Texas.

Response 92.003

Please see Master Response #1, Deficient Analysis.

Response 92.004

Please see Master Response #2, Renewable Energy Alternatives.
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COMMENT #03 Comment Letter 93... ... Yazzie, V.
CONNECT Response 93.001
Fwd: Four Corners Power Plant Navajo Mine Energy Project Draft EIS Thank you for your comment and the information provided. As
Comments described on page 2-16 of the Draft EIS, the Navajo Mine accepted

CCR for use in reclamation at the mine between 1971 and 2008.

.

Comment from Vincent Yazzie forwarded from MCALLE

Forwarded message ———

From: Vincent Yazzie

Date: Wed, May 14, 2014 at 4:01 AM

Subject: Four Comers Power Plant Navajo Mine Energy Project Draft EIS Comments

May 14,2014

Vincent Yazzie

Dear Mr. Calle,

Four Corners Power Plant and Utah International were mixing ash with the soil
at the Navajo Mine for fertilization in 1972.

Transcript from Federal Protection of Indian Resources, Hearings before the
Subcommittee on Administrative Practice and Procedure of the Committee on
the Judiciary United States Senate 92nd Congress, First Session on Federal | %
Administrative Protection of Indian Rights and Natural Resources, Part 3,
January 3, 1972, page 46 of 137 (pdf) or 754. See link below. Big file.

"Senator Kennedy. This morning at Four Corners, the Utah Power Co. told us
that it only cost $200 to level the high and low points. They say that they are

— 14
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going to try to make the peaks arfidVEH&EYd édhsistent in terms of the Response 93.002
'::;’;‘;?&;2?;’&“3;22 ::‘_j: 'r{,&%;{ed’g":gﬂi’;yg‘fg;f}’ that this cost Section 4.5.2.1 of the Draft EIS discusses OSMRE's analysis of the

' ’ placement of CCR at the Navajo Mine. This study did not identify any
Looks like Utah International was mixing fly ash into the soil for fertilization adverse impacts associated with this placement. Section 4.15 of the
before they started to bury the ash. A different story that Utah International Draft EIS addresses the disposal of CCR at the FCPP. Table 4.15-5
had authorization to dump the ash into the ground. provides FCPP Toxic Release Inventory data related to heavy metals.

Section 4.15.5 includes OSMRE's recommendations for closure of the
ash disposal areas in order to address the potential for off-site
contamination. In addition, soil sampling, both shallow and deep, was

Contribution of major and minor elements to soils and vegetation by the coal- conducted in support of the EIS. The data showed comparable levels of
fired Four Corners Power Plant, San Juan Co., New Mexico. H.L. Cannon, metals in both shallow and deep samples.

V.E. Swanson, USGS, Denver, Colorado, Open-File Report No. 75-170,
1975. page 1(abstract), "In the vicinity of the power plant, the fly ash is
currently contributing major and minor elements that are essential to
vegetative growth to otherwise deficient soils. The concentrations of
potentially harmful minor elements, such as Hg, As, Se, Te, Cd, Be, and Pb,
that originate from the power plant drop off rapidly with distance from the
stacks and are lower than the average contents in U.S. soils at distances
greater than 3 kilometres."

http:/mww.navajohopilittlecoloradoriverwatersettliement2012.info/
window_rock_hearings_part_3_01031972.pdf

93.002

Itis quite obvious that Utah International mixed the fly ash with the soil for
fertilization. Many heavy metals were then added to the soil.

Since NTEC assumed responsibilities for BHP and Utah International. NTEC
and APS are responsible for restoring the hydrological balance to the power
plant area and the mine area. The soil near the power plant needs to be
scrapped and stored in a lined pit and covered with rip rap to prevent the
heavy metals from entering the San Juan River.

Sincerely,

Vincent H. Yazzie

Marcelo Calle

EIS Coordinator, The Four Comers & Navajo Mine Energy Project

N
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—

M o M‘W%{° L"’/(’ alternatives that were analyzed in the Draft EIS and will inform the

public of its decision via the Record of Decision, anticipated in the
spring of 2015. With regard to mercury pollution, please see Master
Response #4, Mercury in Fish in Nearby Lakes. Acid rain and visibility
are addressed in Section 4.1, Air Quality, of the Draft EIS.
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GOMMENT #94 Comment Letter 94..........ccooiiiiii Estelle, B.

“‘. e Sl 17 2t Response 94.001

Thank you for your comment. OSMRE is considering all of the

Response 94.002
jp SZﬂOVM ) Please see Master Response #2, Renewable Energy Alternatives.

94.001

T
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COMMENT #95

This is a request for a 60-day extension for the comment

period on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for

the Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine project. 95.001
60 days is not sufficient time to read and comprehend a

1500 + pages document and make informed comments.

8 The polfubim fom APS, the haze from the
w5 o healthr issve on the people, the land,
water, The codl ash _at Mavajo Mmme was
covered with top sorl and it Is a contamined-on

issve and iF (s Not goo reclamefon,

gmfeﬁg fssue.

Comment Letter 95... ... Cly, H.

Response 95.001
Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

Response 95.002

Thank you for your comment. An evaluation of the potential air quality
impacts of the proposed action and alternatives is included in Section
4.1, Air Quality, of the Draft EIS. Health and Safety is addressed in
Section 4.17. With regard to placement of CCR at the Navajo Mine, a
summary of OSMRE's evaluation of potential impacts is provided in
Section 4.5.2.1 of the Draft EIS.
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CommeENt LEEEN 96......cieeiiiiieee e Allen, J.

COMMENT #96
Response 96.001
Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

Response 96.002

Thank you for your comment. Pages 4.17-22 through 4.17-24
summarizes the results of the Human Health Risk Assessment

¢ «‘:;?'-" f—‘“““' T performed for the Project. In addition, a discussion of the results of
i%ﬁ&;r&a’gq@;xmﬁg : g human health risk assessment evaluating potential impacts of the
;géedf.‘;';'ifg“zefr:‘i’t'{pv'v"vvr";::ﬁ::s'va;{)éfﬁfﬁﬁ";'ﬁﬁ"e‘c‘?” i & o 0T 3 emissions from the Navajo Mine is located on pages 4.17-19 through
e e ol 4722 ofthe DraftElS.
— " e — Basd S 3 Pro——mel 2oL .
ﬁsﬁfw\g%y %iﬂgjw%wwﬁ:;&’m Whopssn bastlh. Response 96.003
;“\2' P'Qo'{‘)(e 'wl'to l(\f\e y\é(f/btj a /,&;W\‘Vce@.m}”'i i B - .
Twerehas been evivience t,(ud?g:;{);t: ~(.wx-ﬂ probleas, Two programmatic _agreements have been developgd for the _pro;ec_t to
i X‘;ﬁi Vol S\L:e{'at»;ﬂ‘ﬂ:é' e EES - doas ol f{geé iﬁfﬁ; address the protection of cultural resources and artifacts. A discussion
! Please “congtfer Uics ”;*(S *l:-z-hﬂ:_lw%{{l_ righfs issve., of the tribal and Section 106 consultation processes through which
=Tk Yoo. fw ™ the _Final Crg. these programmatic agreements were developed is provided in Section
I e %cm g '| 4.4, Cultural Resources. In addition, a complete summary of all

consultation activities to date is provided in Section 5, Consultation and
Coordination. OSMRE has been in close coordination with the Navajo
Nation Tribal Historic Preservation Officer throughout the EIS and
Section 106 process to identify and evaluate impacts to all historic
properties, cultural resources, and traditional cultural properties within
the project area of potential effect. This work has been conducted with
a large Section 106 consulting parties group, as well as direct
involvement by the Navajo Nation Tribal Historic Preservation Office.
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COMMENT #97

Jso

i

f A /r//e & TG
B
&

i {)hen;d on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for
t the Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine project.

1500 *+ pages document and makn mi'ormed cumments

o A S 2
is is a request for a 60-day extension for tha comment b

days is not sufficient time to read and comprehend a =

o | Yoo L T

A AL PoSSTHLE T ipcE T MARE
. FHES L, 43 /é/yx/ca 1GE TN ik

T g SLOERLY AN
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TR SildTEN T e Pty s siisn. ﬂw@ﬂ"

.//5/21«77 ZEHES popTER, AT

EUERY LAY,

Gl A, f L Z Wt DEreRTAT I £ OHCE Rosfos

| 97.001

g 97.002

97.003

COMMENT LEILEE O7 ..oeniieiiee s Lee, J.

Response 97.001
Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

Response 97.002
Please see Master Response #10, Translation of the EIS.

Response 97.003

Thank you for your comment. The Draft EIS addresses public health in
Section 4.17, water in Section 4.5, plant growth in Section 4.6, and land
deterioration in Section 4.9.
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COMMENT #98

' :- T&ﬁs‘request for 2 60- dﬁexﬁmn for the commment
on the Draft Enviro menﬁ'ﬂﬁgact Statement for

Corners Power Pl jo Mine project.

98.001
” 60 daysis not sufficient ime d and comprehend a

1500 + pages document and make informed comments,

COMME\T #99

i ft Pronmrental Impact Statenient for ot
H ' 2 | Mg]@'ﬁorne l’ower Llantand Navajo Mine project. T

: L aysis not s ttlme to read and comprehend a

/ 1500 + pages document and make lnformed comments.

g . v o
FW%[E({HE&EM 60- dgy exteusmu fm the comment !

i

99.001

Comment Letter 98

Response 98.001

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

Comment Letter 99

Response 99.001

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

..... Peters, F.

Maxwell, B
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C O\I\IT\ T 100

F'ms&wquestm 60- dgy extensnon for the comment
12
i , Jakigdson the Dyaft E@irongrental Impact Sfatement for S

' F'o ornefss Power Plant and Navajo Mine prolect.
{ ays: ls nots @it time to read and comprehend a i
~ 1500 + pages document and make informed comments.

100.001

L | 60 days is not sufficient time to read and comprehend a
I | 1500 + pages documcnt and make informed comments.

_ COMMENT #101 §
o a7y v T
quuestd. A 60- dg‘y extension for the comment '
i | Jiskipeson the Dfaft Eironyental Impact Sfatement for grond ®
i I % ‘GiliCorne Power“PIantand Navajo Mine project. : 101.001
: ys:18 not s @Sttlme to read and comprehend a L
" 1500 + pages d(uument ‘and make informed comments,
COMMENT #102° -~
e Z
£ ‘i"hls‘is arequest fora 60-day exten{énﬂrthe cﬂmment ‘
{ penod on the Draft Environmental lntﬁt Statement for i 2 \:1
~ the Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine project. i —
|
|

__149&5&_415&«4— Lo - da«./S s nat
_:A.{{_\ﬂ Cenie w Msu c“m_j\)“‘f
¢ _aomt i uaps sy

o

;_—.“ng_..it_. L;lus/a;r_Qk,

Comment Letter 100......ooiiiiiiiiieceicee e James, H.

Response 100.001

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

Comment Letter L0L.......iiiiiieiiiieeeeeeee e Tohe, R.

Response 101.001

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

Comment Letter 102.......oeiiiiiieeeeieeeeeee e Whisper, C.

Response 102.001

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.
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COMMENT #103

; "“"W.'r&;ue;; for e
Ry St for a 60-day exteytsion For |
i P@«mmf‘he Draft EnViron:]en gstad fQ;TD.“? comment

3 tal Imptict Stat : i
- Ilorners Power pj atpment for ;
B0 tays isn it

o NavajesMine pr
ot sufficient time to rigy i %o Project.
1500 + pages document and makd i Coprehend

orited comments,

103.001

Appendix F

Comment Letter 103

Response 103.001

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

McKinney, R.
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, e - !
5 _-64.'.' 388 o e
,:—Y:,.i. m SR

* —* petiod-en the Draft Environmentaj

L T e
R il JO
2 L]

.k

COMMENT #104

i

5

3 l‘hasagﬁcscfora60:dayex!%ﬁ"me“comment b
3 .

TRYITEY

Comment Letter 104........ooooiiiiiiiiiiie e Begay, A.

Response 104.001

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

- ) 't Statement f - s
.. the l-our' Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine projec tor o I »
il 60 days is not sufficient time to read and comprehend :; ! s
1500 + pages document and make informed comments, | ) o
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Fa roquest for a 60-day extansioh for the comment Comment Letter 105.......coooiiiiiii Claushee, L.
I";'gm(,l on the Draft Envirumﬁentzﬂ”lmpi}qsmtementfnz'
e Eour Corners Power Plagt and Navajo i ct. 5.
O Ways is not sufficient time' ‘:rl@ﬂq;?élczorg:rg}l:{fgz 1000t ‘ Response 105001
1500 + pages document and m#lte informed comments.
Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.
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COMMENT #106

4 uest for a 60-day extensy

T Ertaveon the nraftﬁnvlroﬂme“ "Navaje Mine project: -
ety
-

e ot sufficient time

15 vpdﬁesdo:umentan e S—

‘May 2015

e CHrnerS power P o Iead ‘md' wmprehenda _

106.001

Appe

Comment Letter 106........cccooiviiiiiiiiieiiniiice e Begay, J.

Response 106.001

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.
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COMMENT #107

107.001

107.002

Comment Letter 107

Response 107.001

Response 107.002

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.
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Comment LEtter L08........civuiiiiiiiieii et Smith, T.
COMMENT #108

Response 108.001

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

¥ Mn Cale,

i

g
This is a request for a 60-day ext&nsion for the comment

perfod on the Draft Environmental fmpact Statement for

the Four Corners Power Plantand Navajo Mine project. 108.001
60 days is not sufficient time to read and comprehend a

1500 + pages document and make informed comments.
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Comment Letter 109...... i Frazier, J.
COMMENT #109

Response 109.001

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

= T}tiﬁ!‘-acaequest for a 60-day extensng;ﬂurthe comment
pe.rlg ST Draft Environmental [mpack:$i &tatement for
the'Fa ‘ners Power Plant and aa?vajo Mine pm)ecL

60 mmmt‘sﬁmaent time to rea ndﬁwmprehend a 109.001
1500+ pages. document and make infdgmed comments.
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» ;. o 2 A S
r ?his isa mmisg;{m a 60-day extension for the comment COMMENT #110 ] Comment Letter 110 .............................................................. Beg ay, H
h anthe DiafEnvi tal Impact St: for !
: Poursiigrs Poweér Plant and Navajo Mine project. —
days‘gant sufficient time to read and comprehend a ’ Response 110001

500"+ pages document and make informed comments.

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.
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Comment Letter 111 . ..o Perry, J.
COMMENT #111

Response 111.001

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

—”f'm# Peguest for a 60-day r'xturfvrm ?‘br the comment

L pﬂr».m .the Draft Envir numerﬂldl Latgact Statement for

' ":ﬁ'?"lmum(‘drnem Power Plant atid Navajo Mine project.

o BVt & hend a
M&aalq# nat sufficient time to r 1‘and compre

" 150[) + pages document and makmmrmcd comments,

111.001

-)GV\A“"{{luh ]?P e \/\,,
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AR i Comment Letter 112 Hotchkins, J.

Response 112.001
Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.
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. periggromthe’Draft Environmental Mpact Statement for oo oo
V] 112001

. the FourCofners Power Plant and N ‘ajo Mine project.
| 60 days Is not sufficlent time to read and comprehend a ) T T
1500 + pages document and male informed comments, e
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IMENT #113
This is a request for a 60-day extension i Cﬂmmelﬁ | COMMENt LELET 113 ..o Long, D
i idhauistire Draft Environmentaldapact Siaement for
' % ers Power Plant an avWi,ﬁe m]e:]:t 13,001 Response 113.001
Gﬂ'daguamt sufficient time tor ,d and comiffBehend a _ - .
j‘ﬁmpagés dﬁmment and makew: f@q%u mmments Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.
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comment Letter 114 ... Clahchischilli
COMMENT #114

Response 114.001

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

2 a m'wﬁﬂr'%:g( o 0O-day -
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Comment Letter 115.. ... Peters, A.

COMMENT #115
Response 115.001

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

Mg i”_; ';:quest for a 60-day extension for the comment
by Sii the Draft Environmental Impact Stateme{lt for
‘the Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine project, .
60 days is not sufficient time to read and comprehend a 115.001
1500 + pages document and make informed comments.

May 2015

4-172 Appendix F



Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine Energy Project
Final Environmental Impact Statement

~ COMMENT #116

B il

s B e

1 Anl it
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L _i »period OF
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est for a 60-day exﬁn_sim fr the comment
e Draft Eﬁvironmentzﬁhﬁpaét Statement for
. the Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine project.
“7 60 days is not sufficient time to read and comprehend a
—= 1500 + pages document and make informed comments.

116.001

Comment Letter 116......coiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiie e

Response 116.001

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

Benally, D.
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B} |
| cio | |
Lo Comment Letter 117........ccoooviiiiiiiiicce e Becenti, E.
Response 117.001
Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.
3 g;g is a reguest for 5 60-day exte ‘ﬁf}m the comment o
; mehr-u énchraft Environmen ,Pmp‘;ﬂq&ta ment for
#Soriars Power Plant an Na jo MmL ‘project. : o
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] ) ;
. Comment Letter 118......ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiie e Jones, J
COMMENT #118

Response 118.001
Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

i e Fow e Uraft Environmenq ; ,Fﬁstﬁt?ment i s i

i - ers Pn.wei‘ Piant and ]\']“g'A Yo Mii'lé‘vprojecr_ L 118.001

, v sufﬁclenhn'me to redggd a tsmpréhenda I

U8-+pagesdocument and make & ‘é’dﬁﬂmmenm i e S s o)
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COMMENT #119

- Fhisigargauest for a 60-day extenginggpyithe comment Comment Letter 119. ... Becenti, S.
K ';Rem.anﬁhe Draft [‘nvu-onmenigk!‘m&act Statement for .
ners Power Plant amd Na#ajo Mifie project. |
mwnot sufficient time to Read gndcomprehenda 119.001 Response 119.001
Tt +prifs document and makhyiupsmed comments. Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.
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Comment Letter 120.....cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e Claushee, C.
COMMENT #120
Response 120.001
Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.
PR —— - tor mé‘commeﬂt
. 60-day extension
Thisls 2 requesi:?:gnvironmental tm!?.,,“‘?ﬁ*.’;‘f: ‘;:.‘:,I;;:gr 120.001

=P Ers Power Plant andggvajo Mine PrOVCE L
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COMMENT #121 Comment Letter 121.......coooviiiieeieeeneiiiieeen, Bedah. L

Response 121.001

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

n for the commen !

eriod on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for !
" the Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine project. T
-, 60 days is not sufficient time to read and comprehenda
1500 + pages document and make infoymed comments. | .

This is a request for a 60-day extensi
p

- 91,001
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COMMENT #122 .
T t for a 60-d Comment Letter 122........coooiiiiiiiiiieieeeee e Atcitty, L.
o A ik }
g@-daywtifﬂmff rentand| "::&21‘:;’,‘:%2%2 e | Response 122.001
meagegdocumentand make infurMed comments, Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.
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Comment Letter 123, .. Bencenti, S

COMMENT #123

Response 123.001

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

D ;

123.001
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Comment Letter 124...........ccoeeiiiiiiii e, Benally, G.
COMMENT #124
Response 124.001
Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.
5 =
. Thi; is a request for a 60-day extension for the comment
period on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for
~ the Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine project. 12400
60 days is not sufficient time to read and comprehend a
1500 + pages document and make infermed comments,
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COMMENT #125
— Thigisarequese f . Comment Letter 125. ..o Sells, A

| Periveanstin ra;r;gg day exte 'O.H\?:ﬁ”ﬁ}w comment v

| the ronmen mﬁ B S tement for : g

6D Sl:ls Hli’:'::e: tf;a:gnﬁ mﬁ@;ﬁe ey I Response 125.001

i 20 Hapistemet I dy . . .
Ismpagﬁ"“documentand ke Fotprslieind 4 Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.
med comments
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ComMMENT LELEN 126....ccuniiiiiiii i Deale, R.
COMMENT #126

Response 126.001

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

This’is a request for &60-day extension for the comment
period on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for

. the Four Corners Power Plant anid Navajo Mine project. I 126.001
60 days i not sufficient time to fead and comprehend a

1500 + pages document and m;:}ke informed comments,
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COMMENT £127 CommMmENt LN 127 ... Benallie, V.

Response 127.001

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

N This is a reTﬁesf foraﬁ()—déyexten -“ﬂ)r ¥ I
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- p%ﬁmﬂl‘a& Environmenta# Statement for

1 ghgm%mrs Power Plant an -N%idﬂ project. T o
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) 1m%gocument and make iq’&wmeé comments,

127.001
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Comment Letter 128.......ccooiiiiiiiii Deale, P.
COMMENT #128

Response 128.001

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

Response 128.002

Thank you for your comment. Pages 4.17-22 through 4.17-24

summarizes the results of the Human Health Risk Assessment

performed for the Project. In addition, a discussion of the results of

human health risk assessment evaluating potential impacts of the
o e e comn emissions from the Navajo Mine is located on pages 4.17-19 through
EE:;M‘ S etk i g g e SHATARE R e e o 4.17-22 of the Draft EIS. Water resources are addressed in Section 4.5

thgFoumoriiirs Power Plant an ‘Navajo Ming project. AT - L. of the Draft EIS.

. 6DalaySTERDL sufficient time to re}dahi cémprebend a
= 1500 +pages document and make ir Fined comments.
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Comment Letter 129. ... Youngbear, B.
COMMENT #129

Response 129.001

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

a request fora 60 dﬂy extgnslen f01 the comment
: h*qa&rmﬁl on the Draft Envirohimental lmpac‘l‘ Statement for
Hj ’fﬂ‘e i*‘c:ur Corners Power !’]!nt apd Navajo Mine project. ;
0 days is not sufficient tune'tgi:wd and comprehenda '
1500 + pages document and maké informed comments.
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Mayor
Sweetic Marbury

iayor Pra Tem
Dean Brookie

Conncilors
Christina Rinderle
Keith Brant
-Dick White

City Manager
Ron LeBlanc |

COMMENT #130

14-05-06-20

April 28,2014

Mr. Marcelo Calle

Navajo Mine Team Coordinator

U.S. Department of the Interior

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement
Western Region

1999 Broadway, Suite 3320

Denver, CO 80202-3050

RE: Four Corners-Navajo Mine EIS Extension of the Public Comment Period
Dear Mr. Calle:

T'his letter is in response to the notice of availability (NOA) for the Four Corners Power
Plant and Navajo Mine Energy Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
that was published in the Federal Register on March 28, 2014. Due to the scope and
breadth of this DEIS, the Durango Cify Council requests that OSMRE consider
extending the 60-day public comment period.

The scale and compléxity of this DEIS, which combines four independent proposed.

actions into one NEPA process, warrants a 60-day extension beyond the May 27, 2014
deadline. Extending the public comment period will allow for adequate and
substantive review and analysis of the direct, indirect and cumulative environmental
and economic impacts associated with the continued operation of the Four Cotners
Power Plant, the Encrgy Transmission Line Renewal, the Navajo Mine Permit
Renewal and proposed new Pinabete Permit Arca.

Continued operations at the Four Corners Power Plant impact the quality of life in
Durango and the Four Corners Region. Thank you in advance for considering
extending the public comment perigd to allow residents of our region to review the
proposed alternatives. If you have questions regarding this request, please contact
Mary Beth Miles, Assistant to the City Manager, at“

Respectfuliy, o

Mayor

130.001

Comment Letter 130

Response 130.001

........................................................... Marbury, S.

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.
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COMMENT #131
GOVERNOR STATE OF NEW MEXICO STATE GAME COMMISSION

Susana Martinez PAUL M. KIENZLE Il

DEPARTMENT OF GAME & FISH Craimen
BuqueraLe
BILL MONTOYA
One Wildlife Way, Santa Fs, NM- 87507 VEBChamIn
Ako
Post Office Box 26112, Santa Fe, NM 87504 DR. TOM ARVAS
Albuguergus
Tel: (505) 476-8000 | Fax: (505) 476-8123 ROBERT BsrpO2ZN, 96/
NTERIM DIRECTOR AND SECRETARY amingier
TO THE COMMISSION For information call: (888) 248-6866 il s
R.J. Kirkpatrick THOMAS “DICK” SALOPEK
DEPUTY DREQTOR www.wildiife state.nm.us S

Daniel E. Brooks

Comment Letter 131. ... Jankowitz, R.

Response 131.001

Thank you for your comment. While the majority of the project is
located on the Navajo tribal trust lands, segments of the subject
transmission lines extend outside of tribal trust lands into New Mexico.

April 28, 2014

Marcelo Calle

OSMRE, Western Region - 0 6 10
1999 Broadway, Suite 3320 1 4 o 0 9=

Denver CO 80202-3050

RE: Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine Energy Project Draft Environmental Impact
Statement; NMDGF No. 16260

Dear Mr. Calle:

The New Mexico Department of Game and Fish (Department) has reviewed this project. It appears that
the entire project area is on the property of the Navajo Reservation. The Department has no jurisdiction
or authority for the wildlife resources on Indian reservations or property. Continued operation of the
Four Corners Power Plant could potentially impact New Mexico wildlife through air quality and aguatic
deposition of airborne contaminants. However since the plant has, or will have, recently implemented
an EPA-approved Federal Implementation Plan for Best Available Retrofit Technology, we have no
comment on that issue.

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on your project. If you have any questions,
Sincerely,
j ¢
4 // L
Gl AT
/
Rachel Jankowitz, Habitdt Specialist
Ecological and Environmental Planning Division

cc: USFWS NMES Field Office

Potential effects to vegetation and wildlife in this area was addressed in
Section 4.6 and 4.7 of the Draft EIS.

131.001
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O Comment Letter 132, Barber, H.

Diné Medicine Men’s Association, Incorporated Response 132.001
DINE BI NAHAGHA " YEE DA'AHOTA”

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.

May 06, 2014

Mr. Marcelo Calle

Office of Surface mining Reclamation and Enforcement
1999 Broadway, Suite 3320

Denver, CO 80202

Henry Barber President
Diné Medicine Men's Association, Inc.

Re: Request on Environmental Impact Statement
Dear Mr. M. Calle;

An extreme concerned issue of a 1,500 page Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
released by the Office of Surface Mining (OSM) presented before the DMMAI meeting at Tees | 132.001
Nos Pos, Arizona on May 04, 2014 which has been considered and concluded to request 60 days
extension beyond May 27, 2014.

The Diné Medicine Men Association, [nc. (DMMAT), Diné Bi Nahaga Yeé Da'ahootd, is
a non-profit organization incorporated with the Navajo Nation of Commerce and has been
existence since the carly 1970's.

Emphasizing that Diné traditional medicine-people always have the commitment to
teach, preserve and protect the welfare of the Diné people as well as the welfare of the Diné
Nation through providing exceptional protocol of the traditional knowledge of the distinctive oral
philosophy of indigenous people, including Dine” people, way of life on the basis of the Diné
Ancient Oral Sacred Philosophy of the Spiritual Belief Foundation. Hence, it always has been the
moral principle that guided the ceremonial sacred songs and prayers interwoven with intellectual
and oral proceeding of planning and teaching with dignity and integrity which is still the
effectual foundation of Diné life way since time immemorial.

The local and national elected leaders are bestowed to protect their peoples equally as
Diné people, and as their children. Equally, their children, Diné people have the right to self-
determination and culture. By virtue of this right the Diné people freely determine their political
status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development. The right of self-
determination is the fundamental human right and cannot be desecrated, denied, and taken away
by any business entity or any governing institute.
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By virtue of Diné Fundamental right and freedom bestowed within Asdzaa Naat aah (the
First Man) and Hastiin Naat'aah (the First Woman) having the greatest gift of intelligence as
repeatedly told in our past footprints of life since the proceeding of the growth and the journey of
life as our Diné traditional guiding immutable laws; whereby the establishment of leaderships
have respectability [prior/ 1o legislating of ultimate measure of importance to [liberaily] be
understood, with forward and factual [informative] to have the [consent] of the Diné people
cannot be violated. Clear and forward consultation must occur through procedures of dialogue
meant al arriving at a consensus. Further reminding that PRIOR, FREE, INFORM and
CONSENT has also appeared in the Inter-National Laws; The United Nations’ Declaration on
the Rights of the Indigenous People.

With [respect] that from DMMALI perspective, many concerned are nol so western
educated people do not fuily understand the American English form of written laws or legal
documents, where some do not know actually how to ask what questions or to make such
statements; when they come out of sessions they still do not fully understand as to when they
went in, where this drafled policy needed be translated word by word and line by line; so to have
full understanding and to have full inputs; majority of people as individuals cannot learn the
complete package of highly sophisticated policy or documents in a few hours; some educated
people has followed the several presentations yet still asking questions.

In hope, you would consider and approve the request to extend 60 more days for more
effectual and forward consultation for the concerned people and educate the Navajo public to
learn clearly on the Environmental Impact Statement related to the Navajo Nation Natural
Resources and further Developments.

Respectfl urs,

Henry Barber, President of the Diné Medicine Men Association, Inc.
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May 10, 2014

Nancy Holland

Marcelo Calle

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement, Western Region Office
1999 Broadway, Suite 3320

Denver, CO 80202-3050

Re: Environmental Impact Statement - Four Corners Power Plant
To Whom It May Concern:

Thank you for making the effort to improve the Four Corners overall environment. | feel your efforts
and the outcome of your efforts are of the utmost importance to the Four Corners quality of life both
present and future. My father was born in Colorado as well as our three children and so my
commitment to having clear skies, clean water, and a vibrant economy is quite important to me.
However, a clean conscience is also of the utmost importance. Preserving National Parks, artifacts, as
well as my personal environment is paramount.

| cannot write from experience about mining or power lines in the area concerned, but | do have an
opinion regarding the quality of air as | observe it 8 miles south of Durango where we now live. It's
extremely rare for us to have the startling clear Colorado views of the La Plata Mountains or even of
the Weminuche Wilderness while driving to Silverton. | have lived in many parts of Colorado, but
have never experienced the hazy views that we have here. Getting a decent Colorado photograph is
usually impossible. | realize we have more dust in this part of the world, however, the humongous
brown cloud that usually hangs over Shiprock and Farmington is quite visible and especially from
above Bloomfield.

133.001

| live on a sailboat half of the year now that we are retired. It's a tiny boat, 31 feet. 100% of our
electricity for navigation, computer, TV, cell phone, lights, and refrigeration is generated by three
solar panels so | know well the fimitations as well as the great abilities of solar. | have great hope that
technology can be improved and only practice will make it better. Please practice!

Please do everything in your power to do the right thing for the environment. It would be so

wonderful to see the Navajo Nation become the national leader in solar and wind. | believe in the

long run incorporating those renewable features into the power plants capabilities will have huge | 3%
dividends in money and the quality of life for everyone.

Sincerel:_/ _l x-vé

\B.,;j‘ 4

Comment Letter 133 . Holland, N.

Response 133.001

Thank you for your comment. Visibility is addressed in Section 4.1, Air
Quality, of the Draft EIS.

Response 133.002

Thank you for your comment. With regard to renewable energy, please
see Master Response #2.
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COMMENT #134

Jan Holt

From: Jan Holt

Sent: Sunday, May 11, 2014 9:10 AM

To: To' Ma Lo—Calle.
Subject: Comments: Coal fired power plants

Dear Marcello Calle:

Itis time to retire coal mining and use in the Four Corners and look towards renewables.
Having fled the Front Range to escape the horrible air poliution there, | find that it is bad here%
134.002

| 134.001

too. Continuing with coal means more decades of air pollution, related problems of health an
thus detrimental effects on our economy.

I don’t believe that the DEIS document sufficiently covers the negative problems that
continued coal mining and use would bring.

This is very worrisome to me. It would be a positive move to turn away from coal so we can
have better health and spend our time and money on going forward with renewable energy.

134.003

Sincerely, Jan Holt

C_f:" ik

U

Comment LEtTer 134 .. ... Holt, J.

Response 134.001

Thank you for your comment. With regard to renewable energy, please
see Master Response #2.

Response 134.002

Thank you for your comment. Pages 4.17-22 through 4.17-24
summarizes the results of the Human Health Risk Assessment
performed for the Project. In addition, a discussion of the results of
human health risk assessment evaluating potential impacts of the
emissions from the Navajo Mine is located on pages 4.17-19 through
4.17-22 of the Draft EIS.

Response 134.003

Please see Master Response #1, Deficient Analysis.
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: SOMMENE " Comment Letter 135 ......cccoviveeieieee et Waggoner, L.,
. Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement - St. Barnabas Church
- Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine Energy Project
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Response 135.001
Draft EIS Public Meeting Comment Form Thank you for your comment. Air quality is addressed in Section 4.1 of
~Comments mus1bepoqtm4rked by May. 27 2014, for consideration in the Final EIS. Comments may be the Draft EIS. In addition, pages 4.17-22 through 4.17-24 summarize

submitted at the open house public meetings (being held April 30 through May 9, 2014), via email to : .
FCPPNavajoknerayEIS@osmre.gov or by postal mal, hand delivery or courier to the address below. the results of the human health risk assessment performed for the

project.

MEETING LOCATION: i S DATE:
7 i 2% “**P]éaSC'PIi.]lt***‘ e

: )eraggg,xw‘“r\
¢ Frtn e 4
i .a-sues {had

&m‘ baé A Gl : m'uql
; Hrer- 'lb (ﬁo '*Va+ \V& vs(—’r’.’j ‘LD

2
3. EMAIL ADDRESS/PHONE NUMBER:
4. MAILING ADDRESS:

Do you wish to Withhold'youf name or address from pubhé revle" or from dlsclosme unde e
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)? MNO b

Please give this completed form {6 on¢ of thc project team rcprcscnla(wcs
! or mail by May 27, 201 , 107
“Mr. Marcelo Calle %
Office of Surface’ Mmmg Reclamation & Enfor nt, Western Region Office -
e = 1999 Broadway, Suite 3320 - :
Denver; CO 802023050

Comments amay be emafled fo FCPPVavaJoEner‘gyEN@osmre oV
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COMMENT #136
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CommMENT LEEEN 136....ieniiiiiiiiiiiece e Zuber, T.

Response 136.001

Thank you for your comment. Climate Change is addressed in Section
4.2 of the Draft EIS, as well as in Section 4.18, Cumulative Impacts.
With regard to renewable energy alternatives, please see Master
Response #2, Renewable Energy Alternatives.

Response 136.002

Please see Master Response #1, Deficient Analysis.
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SM82014 DEPARTMENT OF THEINTERIOR Mail - Four corners plant
’ COMMENt LELEr 137...uvviveececeeieieeeeeeee e Benally, C.

n COMMENT #137
. b

CONNECT

Response

Four corners plant Thank you for your comment.

Sent By Mobile Device HMF Fri, May 16, 2014 at 7:24 P

It is filthy. Shut it down
Christine Benally
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COMMENT #138

Lilah Slaughter
Science Essay
51/14

The Shutdown of an Environmental Savage

The original lease for the Four Corners Coal-Powered Plant was granted in 1960, a
decade after the lease signed for the original 33,600 acre mine to provide coal for it. Fifty-four
years later, it is due to expire in two years, in 2016. The Navajo Transitional Energy Company, as
well as the Arizona Public Service Company and to a lesser extent, the New Mexico Public
Service Company proposed a permit renewal for the Four Corners Power Plant, a permit
renewal for the Navajo Coal Mine, full permission to operate connected transition lines, and
permission to develop a new mine of about 5,600 acres. Federal workers, the Office of Surface
Mining and Reclamation and Enforcement, private sector individuals with Cardno, and Australian
environmental service companies created five propositions in the draft Environmental Impact
Statement including one called the No Action Alternative. This action, or rather lack thereof,
allows the mine and power plant to operate until 2016, the predetermined date, then shut down
and yield to renewable energy alternatives. The cleanup from fifty-six years worth of filthy coal
mining can commence. This will clean the air, water, and soil as well as creating a renewable
energy source that may be used for as long as there is wind or water to power it.

The conclusion of the mine’s fifty six year life span will bring the beginning of
environmental cleanup. Currently, from this plant alone, ten million tons of carbon emissions are
expected per year. In the next two years, this would yield twenty million tons, whereas if the Four
Corners Power Plant were left in operation until 2041, with the proposed twenty five year permit,
250 million tons of carbon waste would be released. Carbon emissions poison the air and water,
killing plants and animals. The air humans inhale can be toxic with coal dust pollution, causing
coal worker's pneumoconiosis or chronic pulmonary obstructive disorder. Both of these
diseases cause respiratory issues and potential premature death. The environmental and health | 138.001
blows dealt out by the Four Corners Coal-Powered Plant greatly outweigh the few benefits
provided by keeping the plant open for another twenty seven years.

The aforementioned benefits may include jobs provided by the plant. There are certainly
jobs that are provided, especially during routine cleanup shut downs, but the people working at
the plant legally have to be classified to do those jobs. These classifications do not only apply to
mining jobs, and often, after cleanups are finished, the people that were hired are then fired. In
turn, the new energy sources will require upkeep. The point of the Four Corners Coal-Powered
Plant is obviously to generate electricity. In the next two years left on the permit, the Four
Corners areas powered by the plant will have time to find new and renewable energy sources
such as wind and water. Ideally, wind turbines, and to a lesser extent because of water
ecosystem damage, hydroelectric plants can be constructed. The next two years will provide
adequate time for the Four Corners to make a switch to renewable energy sources and for
workers to find new jobs, even potentially in the fields of renewable energy.

In the interest of the environment, our health, and even the economy, the No Action plan
should be followed. The No Action proposition will allow the Navajo Coal Mine and Four Corners

138.002

138.003

Comment Letter 138........ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiie e Slaughter, L.

Response 138.001

Thank you for your comment. Section 4.17 of the Draft EIS addresses
potential impacts with regard to Health and Safety, including worker
safety. Pages 4.17-22 through 4.17-24 summarize the human health
risk assessment conducted for the project.

Response 138.002
Please see Master Response #2, Renewable Energy Alternatives, and
Master Response #3, Analyze Alternatives with Shorter Lease Terms.

Response 138.003

Thank you for your comment. OSMRE is considering all of the
alternatives that were analyzed in the Draft EIS and will inform the
public of its decision via the Record of Decision, anticipated in the
spring of 2015.
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COMMENT #138

Coal-Powered Plant to operate until the end of their permit. After that, cleanup efforts will begin
and hopefully, renewable energy plants will have been created to provide electricity for areas
powered by the plant. Often coal-powered plants stay in operation for around forty to fifty years,
and the Four Corners Coal-Powered Plant is overdue for retirement at the age of fifty-six. It
should be allowed to run its course for the two years left on its permit, but then it should be
immediately shut down. In the wake of its shutdown cleanup can commence and allow for
cleaner air, water, and consciences.
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DEPARTMENT%%I\E’EXBI#HE% Four Corners Power Plant

5/19/2014

BISON
CONNECT

Four Corners Power Plant

Quinn Luthy

50 years is a long time. In 50 years, humanity has gone from 3.2 billion individuals to 7.1 billion
individuals. We have landed on the moon, invented the internet, and have made incredible leaps of
discovery and innovation. The Four Corners Power Plant has operated for 50 years. In Power Plant
Years, it is an old man, wheezing and coughing up smoke, but still providing electricity to the
surrounding area. In its final breaths, the power plant asks for a 25 year license renewal. Not only is
this dangerous for the environment, it is also dangerous to the places that the plant provides power
to, an area that is home to over 150,000 people and countless plants and animals living within diverse
ecosystems. This power plant deserves no more than a five year license renewal (time for other
energy development), and it should be taken down and replaced with safer, newer forms of energy-
producing technology.

Case 1: This plant harms the environment and the air quality of northern New Mexico and
Arizona, as well as the Southern Parts of Colorado and Utah. This plant expects 200,000,000 tons of| 139.002
carbon emissions over the next 25 years, which would harm both the air quality and climate of the
surrounding region. Carbon Dioxide (emitted when coal is burned) contributes to the greenhouse
effect (which slowly warms the affected region). The plant is at a lower elevation than the surrounding
areas, which will trap Carbon Dioxide in the region like a bowl. Causing lung problems for people as
far as Santa Fe and Flagstaff. Clearly, if environmental sustainability is a priority (like it is in the Four
Corners), the plant cannot get the 25 year license.

Case 2: People need electricity. Old plants such as the Four Corners Power Plant often
experience blackouts and brownouts much more often than new plants of any sort. The St. Vincent
Hospital (in Santa Fe) serves 300,000 people per year, blackouts can harm the lives of any number
of these visitors. Blackouts can also cause an overall population decrease to the Northern New
Mexico and Arizona area, which will hurt the economy.

Case 3: We have much safer forms of electricity. Wind and solar power require a perfect
environment to operate 24/7, hydroelectric power needs specific sites and nuclear power can be
dangerous. The best renewable source of electricity lies beneath our feet, in the Earth’s geothermal
electricity. We can adopt power plants much like those in Iceland. Iceland relies on fossil fuels for
only 15% of its total electric demands. In the Four Corner Region, one needs only to drill 300 feet
down to get enough heat energy to heat their house and one needs only drill 500 feet down to boil
water, which creates steam, which can turn a turbine, much like a coal plant. Such plants are cheap
and can provide electricity for a very long time.

Rebuttal: The Four Corners Power Plant is the only Power Plant in the Four Corners Region,
not renewing this licence will leave 150,000 people without power (opponents argument). A five year
license renewal leaves time for the Northern New Mexico area to adopt a power system like that of
their northern neighbors; La Plata County, CO. La Plata Electric Association (LPEA) has historically
gotten its power from a local coal plant, but lately, business and homes are switching to solar power.
There are over 100 business in La Plata County that are soon to build solar generating stations, with
over 50 pre-existing sites. 100 homes are in the process of switching to solar. Solar is unreliable
(opponents argument). Solar is a very stable alternative as the Southern Colorado and Northern New
Mexico areas report an average of 325 days of sunshine a year. Batteries regulate power for darker
days. Even the local hospital in La Plata county is a proposed solar site, the hospital is the same
capacity as St. Vincents in Santa Fe. Businesses that cannot install solar generating stations on their

1 "

Fri, May 16, 2014 at 11:47 AM

139.001

139.003

139.004

Comment Letter 139.. ... Luthy, Q.

Response 139.001

Please see Master Response #3, Analyze Alternatives with Shorter
Lease Terms.

Response 139.002

Thank you for your comment. Potential impacts with regard to air
quality and climate change are addressed in Section 4.1 and 4.2 of the
Draft EIS, respectively.

Response 139.003

Please see Master Response #2, Renewable Energy Alternatives.

Response 139.004

Thank you for your comment. Solar energy was considered as a
potential alternative in Section 3.3.1 of the Draft EIS.
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5/19/2014 DEPARTMENT%%WE&BI#W— Four Corners Power Plant

property are offered to buy green energy from LPEA community solar gardens. Obviously, this plan is ReSpo nse 139.005
simple, and effective for all solar available locations and regions currently powered by coal. i . i .
If a 25 year license is awarded to the Four Corners the air quality of the surrounding region will Section 4.1 of the Draft EIS addresses potential air quality impacts,

plummet, harming the extensive tourism economy of the area, we will experience smog such as that | 139.005 . . . . . .
in Los Angeles on a daily basis, and the St. Vincent hospital (a major source of jobs, and money) will Section 4.16 addresses impacts to recreation. OSMRE is considering

lose its reputation. All of the above consequences are a result of the license renewal. Do not support a” alternatives analyzed in the Draft EIS and will iSSUGS itS decision via
the continued survival of this plant, if you want the continued survival of the surrounding community.

In conclusion, the Four Corners Power Plant is unsafe and is an unwise power source to the Record of Decision, anticipated in spring 2015.

invest in for the Northern New Mexico region.

| am currently a student at Mountain Middle School and live in the Durango, CO area.

Thank you-
Quinn Luthy
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5192014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Comments FCPP
n COMMENT #140
a9
BESON
CONNECT

Comments FCPP

Tim Thomas_ Sun, May 18, 2014 at 9:26 AM

My concems with the proposed new Pinabete mine permit area, and a 25 year lease extension for operation of
the Four Comers Power Plant (FCPP) are:

1. The the Federal government has not fully and adequately assessed the environmental impacts of a continued
coal-fired plant operation in terms of consulting the Fish and Wildlife senice, getting information on the health
impact of Navaho and Hopi nation workers and residents living nearby, and the impact to the air and water quality
of the region (& it's inhabitants) that the estimated 250+ million metric tons of carbon pollution will effect if
continued to operate for another 25 years.

2. The Federal government needs to help promote cleaner energy alternatives to coal and not continue to support
coal plants that the utilities profiting from these operations are not paying the true costs of the effects on the
health and welfare of the populace and region.

3. Adequate time and public discourse be allowed to further study the issue and altematives. As the draft EIS
stands now, | would NOT favor a continuation of the FCPP lease, nor an expansion of it's operation of the
Pinabete mine. | would favor a phase out of the coal powered plant over the next 10 years.

Tim Thomas

140.001

140.002

140.003

Comment Letter 140......ooiiiiiiiiie e Thomas, T.

Response 140.001

Please see Master Response #1, Deficient Analysis. With regards to
consulting with the US Fish and Wildlife Service, OSMRE began
informal consultation with the Service in November 2013 and formal
consultation in summer 2014, in accordance with ESA Regulations.

Response 140.002

With regard to alternatives to coal, please see Master Response #2,
Alternatives.

Pages 4.17-22 through 4.17-24 summarize the results of the Human
Health Risk Assessment performed for the Project. In addition, a
discussion of the results of human health risk assessment evaluating
potential impacts of the emissions from the Navajo Mine is located on
pages 4.17-19 through 4.17-22 of the Draft EIS.

A quantitative analysis of the social cost of carbon (SCC) has been
added to the Final EIS in Section 4.2. The Draft EIS considered the
SCC in a qualitative manner, but did not quantify the effects.
Subsequent to issuance of the Draft EIS, CEQ published Draft
Guidance on climate change analysis (CEQ 2014), in which CEQ
indicates that emissions monetization is not required in every project-
level NEPA analysis. Nonetheless, OSMRE determined that a
guantitative analysis would be included in the Final EIS, following the
Interagency Working Group Methods. The results of the SCC analysis
do not change the conclusions or the findings of level of significance for
the Climate Change issue; however, the analysis has been added to
provide additional context to OSMRE’s decision.

Response 140.003

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period and Master
Response #3, Analyze Alternatives with Shorter Lease Term.
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51972014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - FCPP and Navajo Mine Energy Project - Comment Received Re: Four corners plant
COMMENT #141 Comment Letter 141 .. ..o Benally, C.
CONNECT Response
FCPP and Navajo Mine Energy Project - Comment Received Re: Four corners Thank you for your comment.
plant
FCPP-Navajo-Energy-Els, osM |GGG Fri, May 16, 2014 at 7:25 PM
|

Thank you very much for your interest in the Four Comers Power Plant and Navajo Mine Energy Project. Your
comment has been received and will be considered accordingly.

Best regards,

Marcelo Calle

EIS Coordinator, The Four Comers & Navajo Mine Energy Project
Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement

Program Support Division, Indian Programs Branch

1999 Broadway, Suite 3320
Denver, CO 80202-3050

Here are air pollution problem taken yesterday and today.

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S™ Il Skyrocket™, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone.
[Quoted text hidden]

2 attachments
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COMMENT #142 Comment Letter 142.. ... Clah. H.

Response 142.001

Please see Master Response #8, Public Review Period.
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COMMENT #143

Diné Citizens Against Ruining Our Environment
Diné C.ARE.

May 20, 2014

Jared Blumenfeld

EPA Region 9 Administrator
U.S. EPA Region 9

75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

RE: Office of Surface Mining EIS Public Meetings
Dear Mr. Blumenfeld,

[ am writing this letter regarding the Office of Surface Mining (OSM) EIS public meetings that
took place from April 30-May 9, 2014. First, on behalf of the Diné people, I want to know why
there was no representative from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) present at these
meetings? [ understand that the EPA is a participating agency in the Environmental Impact
Statement on the Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine project.

Second, our organization, Diné Citizens Against Ruining Our Environment (Diné C.A.R.E.) and
other Diné community members were present at all the OSM public meetings. We witnessed an
inadequate and intimidating public participation process during these meetings. The number of
poster boards and the number of OSM staff and consultants at these meetings was overwhelming
and intimidating to the general public.

Unlike previous and familiar participation processes hosted by the EPA, the poster board format
presented by OSM was academic and deflecting engagement by the general public. Aside from
only English-speaking staff and consultants, one was invited to provide a deposition to a
recorder, setup in the corner of the room. This type of venue isolates participants from hearing
one another’s ‘real-life experiences” — which could educate the general public to consider
possible health impacts and concerns.

Another observation we endured was the fact that OSM staff and consultants were not fully
prepared to answer questions and concerns regarding the EIS document. When asked questions
about certain parts of the EIS document by community members, some of the responses from
OSM staff were, “That was covered in the EA (environmental assessment on the BHP Navajo
Mine permit transfer) “You can ask that person about air quality, I only have knowledge on
water quality” ... “T was asked to only cover this section.”

In addition, there was one incident that occurred at the Farmington OSM public meeting, where
an OSM representative approached a Navajo woman and accused her of being with Diné
C.AR.E. and ranting to her about posting misinformation on Facebook about OSM. This is an

143.001

143.002

143.003

143.004

Comment Letter 143 ... Diné CARE

Response 143.001

OSMRE requested attendance of all cooperating agencies at the public
meetings, including EPA. Whether or not to attend is at the discretion of
each individual agency. Cooperating agencies that did attend meetings
included BIA, USACE, and the Navajo Nation.

Response 143.002

Please see Master Response #9, Public Meeting Format.

Response 143.003

Please see Master Response #9, Public Meeting Format.

Response 143.004

All OSMRE representatives acted in a professional manner at all times
during the public meetings. No accusations were made to anyone at
any time. The OSMRE representatives were particularly
accommodating to the Dine Care representatives who set up a table at
the various public meetings. No change to the Draft EIS.

May 2015
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act of racism toward a Navajo community member who was only trying to obtain more
information on the draft EIS. She was not affiliated with Diné C.AR.E.

On behalf of Diné people, I want the EPA to be aware of the inadequate responses from OSM,
the act of racism placed upon community members at these meetings, and to question why a
representative from EPA was not present at any of the public meetings.

Attached is an article from the Gallup Independent that highlights several community members’

experiences at the OSM public meetings.

Thank you for your time and feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns at

Sincerely,
Colleen Cooley

Four Corners Energy Outreach Organizer
Diné C.ARE.

oL A%,
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COMMENT #144

Public comment process on Four Corners energy project criticized

Gallup Independent -May 14, 2014
By Kathy Helms
Diné Bureau

WINDOW ROCK — The public has been given 60 days to read, comprehend and
comment on a nearly 3 1/2-inch thick report that evaluates potential environmental
impacts from continued operation of the Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine
to 2041.

The Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement conducted nine “open
house” meetings April 30-May 9 to answer questions from the public about the
“Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Four Corners Power Plant and
Navajo Mine Energy Project,” five of which were held on the Navajo Nation, one on
the Hopi Reservation, and one each in Durango, Colo., Farmington and Albuquerque.

Some members of the public raised concerns that the open house-style of meeting
actually limits public comment. Navajo grassroots group Diné Citizens Against
Ruining our Environment criticized the federal government for a process that is
“discouraging community input on a study with glaring gaps on issues such as
health, climate change, environmental justice, and renewable energy alternatives.”

‘Overwhelming’

Sarah Jane White, a member of Tiis Tsoh Sikaad (Burnham) Chapter, said the OSM
setup is a “circus” that does not work for the Navajo people. “It's intimidating to be
all by yourself. It is overwhelming and confusing. I told them, “This is not the Navajo
way. That's why we hardly have any people in here.” They come in and they see a
whole bunch of boards and about 20 white people running around, and they turn
around and walk right out the door. It scares them.

“This one lady from Sanostee, she showed up at Burnham Chapter. She said she
walked in and everybody began to start telling her, ‘Do you want to make a
comment?’ They all piled around her, she said. It scared her so much ... when I found
her she was sitting in the corner hiding from them. It's not cut out for the people’s
benefit.”

Colleen Cooley of Diné CARE said it appeared that OSM staff and consultants were
limited in their familiarity with the study. When asked questions, they would state,
“Ask that person about air quality,” or “I was only responsible for this portion,” she
said. “This shows that even the consultants have not read through the entire EIS
themselves, and they expect the general public to read and understand the entire
EISin 60 days? It just does not make sense,” she said. Diné CARE plans to seek an
extension of the comment period.

144.001

144.002

Comment Letter 144 ... Helms, K.

Response 144.001

Please see Master Response #9, Public Meeting Format.

Response 144.002

NEPA mandates that the Federal Government “utilize a systematic,
interdisciplinary approach which will insure the integrated use of the
natural and social sciences and the environmental design arts in
planning and in decision-making which may have an impact on man’s
environment”. As such, a single OSMRE representative cannot be
expected to know all the technical minutiae of a particular resource
section. Many environmental professionals can speak to each resource
in a general manner; and in cases of greater detail we referred to the
Draft EIS and/or the person who conducted the analysis. As such,
during the public hearings, staff would often walk the public to
appropriate staff to answer particular questions the public posed. No
change to the Draft EIS.

May 2015
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Strategic move?

Sylvia Clahchischilli of Teec Nos Pos said she believes the change in format is a
deliberate move by OSM, although the agency stated that it was to accommodate
individuals who fear public speaking. “I think OSM feared hearing individuals speak
about ‘real life experiences’ of health impacts by the pollution in air and water, and
educating one another, resulting in solidarity and action in their communities,” she
said.

Energy Minerals Law Center attorney Travis Stills, who attended the Durango open
house, said the format eliminates the community’s ability to educate each other and
engage in the process. “There’s no ability for real substantive response. ... I think this|
is a deliberate shift. The Bush administration did this kind of process.”

Although federal agency officials and private consultants fielded questions from the
public in front of colorful boards explaining specific portions of the environmental
report, those questions and comments do not get recorded for use in the

environmental review.

“As the review proceeds, there is no way to review the information provided in such
comments or to gauge whether or not the comments were considered by the agency.
Basically, the meeting allows the company and agency personnel an opportunity to
gather information in a way that avoids inclusion in a transparent and reviewable
decision record. This type of meeting deceives the community and is contrary to
federal laws meant to ensure a transparent decision-making process,” Stills said.

Archaeological impacts

The proposed energy project would include continued operation of the Four
Corners Power Plant, with a capacity to generate up to 1,500 megawatts of power
from Units 4-5, renewal of transmission line rights of way, access roads, coal
preparation facilities, continued surface mining within the Navajo Mine permit area
and extension of mining to the Pinabete Permit area, which includes portions of
Area 4 North and Area 4 South.

According to the preferred alternative, a total of 122 archaeological resources were
identified in the survey for Arizona Public Service’s 500kilovolt transmission line to
the Moenkopi Substation. The survey conducted on Hopi tribal lands identified 29
archaeological sites of which one was previously recorded. Three may be eligible for
the National Register of Historic Places.

Additionally, 84 archaeological resources and six Traditional Cultural Properties
could be affected by the Navajo Mine expansion. A total of 20 archaeological
resources and seven Traditional Cultural Properties could be affected by the power
plant. An evaluation of historic resources is ongoing.

144.003

144.004

144.005

Response 144.003

Please see Master Response #9, Public Meeting Format

Response 144.004

Please see Master Response #9, Public Meeting Format

Response 144.005

Each member of the public who attended the meetings was informed
upon entrance and sign-in that two court reporters were available to
record oral comments and comment sheets were provided on tables for
members of the public to submit their comments. Attendees who spoke
with staff at information boards were listened to and encouraged to
formally record their comments in either written or oral format.
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Paleontological impacts

The proposed action also would physically affect 30 known significant
paleontological resources through excavation of pits in Area 4 North and
construction of haul roads. “The destruction of, or damage to, this number of
significant localities within the Navajo Mine Lease Area would be considered a
major adverse impact to paleontological resources. Furthermore, the potential
exists for previously unknown paleontological resources to occur within the permit
area,” and those, too, would be adversely impacted, OSM said.

During a tour last year around Area 4 North, Arnold Clifford, who has spent 30 years
studying geology and other earth sciences, showed members of Diné CARE and
attorneys the leg bone of a dinosaur, fossilized turtle shells, glaash (clay) used in
ceremonies, and gypsum used by weavers to whiten their wool as well as in Navajo
nine-day ceremonies.

Lori Goodman of Diné CARE filmed the tour. In one segment Clifford pointed to a
section of earth, saying, “This whole thing, about a foot thick, is nothing but dinosaur
bones, There’s probably about 12 to 15 different species in here,” Other layers are
rich in fossils and leaf imprints, he said.

During a presentation at Shiprock Chapter, Clifford said the area is ripe for a world-
class museum where Navajo children can learn and work. In addition to more than
300 plant species, some endangered, “There’s four different species of turtles,
there's shark’s teeth, all kinds of dinosaur bones out there,” he said.

Graves disturbed

Sarah White said that several years ago when the Desert Rock power plant was on
the table, she and others went around taking pictures of sites, including a house in
Area 4 North next to where her father and his first wife lived. She later learned that
inside the house was a tomb.

“There are two ladies that were buried there, one was my father’s first wife, a young
lady; the one besides her was her sister, another young lady that was married to
another man that used to live in that house. My father lived in a hogan a little bit
further from there, probably a few feet.

“This was during the time that there was some kind of fever that attacked people
across the nation. They died the same night. One died at midnight and one died in
the morning. They were twins. So they buried two ladies in that house and they just
shut the door and never bothered it again.” When White went back two years after
taking the first photos, the graves had been disturbed.

Alocal elder, Alice Gilmore, showed them the site where her younger sister was
buried. “She told us about it and two years later we went back and we saw a big

May 2015
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mess, like a tractor or backhoe had just come up and dug up the ground and they
didn’t even fix it,” White said.

To learn more
OSM has posted an online public meeting video in the Navajo language that

introduces the scope and content of the public meetings. It can be viewed at:
http:/ /www.wrcc.osmre.gov/initiatives /ffourCorners/videos.shtm

Comments must be submitted by May 27 for consideration in the Final EIS. Send to:

Marcelo Calle, Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement, Western
Region Office, 1999 Broadway, Suite 3320, Denver, CO 80202-3050. Email: FCPP-
NavajoEnergyEIS@osmre.gov
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5/28/2014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Four Corners Power Plant .
COMMENT #145 Comment Letter 145........ccooiiiiiii e, Pinneke, C.
CONNECT Response 145.001
Four Corners Power Plant Thank you for your comment. OSMRE is considering all of the

alternatives that were analyzed in the Draft EIS and will inform the

W Tue. May 20, 2014 21047 AM public of its decision via the Record of Decision, anticipated in the

spring of 2015. With regard to renewable energy alternatives, please
see Master Response #2.

Hello,

| am responding to the Four Corners Power Plant DEIS. |am asking for the "No Action Alternative,” which would
require the existing permit to end in 2016. The clean up should begin immediately thereafter.

The reason | support this action is because we need to change to renewable sources of energy NOW. Our 145.001

air quality is poor, public health is at risk, and climate change is wreaking havoc on ecosystems, water quality
and wildlife sunival, not to mention our own.

A switch to renewable energies must begin immediately before it's too late. The mine workers could be retrained
to manufacture, install and maintain the renewable energies, so they wouldn't be out of work.

Thank you,
Cindiman Pinneke

1 g
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5/28/2014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Public Comment Period on Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine Energy Project

n COMMENT #146
o /)

BISON
CONNECT

Public Comment Period on Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine
Energy Project

Gabriel Bradley Tue, May 20, 2014 at 10:26 PM
Reply-To: Gabriel Bradley <gwbradley37@yahoo.com>

Hello,

My name is Gabriel Bradley, | work for BHP Billiton at Navajo Mine. My job title is a
Operator A Blaster Lead person. I've been working with the
company since 2007. lam 29 years old, married with two beautiful kids, one daughter and one
son. lam very thankful to have a job at BHP. They given
me opportunities that | would have never known about. | went from being a maintenance D
plant laborer, onto becoming a Operator C truck driver, and then to a Operator B heavy
equipment operator before becoming a blaster. Their training programs are excellent with an
emphasis on safety firstand always stress the importance of the environment and do their best
to comply with the regulations. The company has also been good to my fellow co-workers and
even family that work at the mine. BHP provided many jobs to Native Americans inthe four | 145.001
corners area, which in return gave them the opportunities to start their lives and families. |
recently bought a house for my growing family, which was made possible by having a great job
at BHP. Also the benefits they offer are outstanding for my family. | really hope the extension
for the mine goes forward and my friends, family, and | continue to work and support for our
families.

Thank You,
Gabriel Watson Bradley
Operator Blaster-Lead Person

Comment Letter 146........ooiiiiiiiieeiiniece e Bradley, G.

Response 146.001

Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of
Socioeconomics is provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.

4-210 Appendix F

May 2015



Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine Energy Project
Final Environmental Impact Statement

5/28/2014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Proposed Restructured Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine Project
COMMENT #147 Comment Letter 147 . ... Coyner, M.
CONNECT Response 147.001
Proposed Restructured Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine Project Thank you for your comment. OSMRE is considering all of the
alternatives that were analyzed in the Draft EIS and will inform the
Tue. May 20, 2014 at 406 P public of its decision via the Record of Decision, anticipated in the

Coyner, Melody

Attached please find a copy of Resolution No. 2014-1504 in support of the Four Corners Power | 147401
Plant and Navajo Mine Project adopted by the Farmington City Council on May 20, 2014.

spring of 2015.

Melody Coyner, CLA, CMC
City Attorney's Office

THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED AND MAY CONTAIN
INFORMATION THAT IS CONFIDENTIAL. EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW AND PROTECTED BY THE ATTORNEY-
CLIENT PRIVILEGE. Ifthe reader of this message is not the intended recipient or agent responsible br delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any review, dissemination or copying ofthis communication is strictly prohibited. Ifyou have received this clectronic transmission in error,
please do not read it. delete it fom your system without copying it and notify the sender by reply e-mail or by calling 505-599-1127. so that our address record
can be comected. Thank you

ﬂ 2014-1504 FCPP.pdf
48K

1 g
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RESOLUTION NO. 2014-1504

A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE CITY OF FARMINGTON’S SUPPORT OF
EFFORTS BY THE NAVAJO NATION, ARIZONA PUBLIC SERVI BHP BILLITON
AND OTHERS TO OBTAIN THE NECESSARY APPROVALS TO CONTINUE TO OPERATE
THE PROPOSED RESTRUCTURED FCUR CORNERS POWER PLANT AND NAVAJO MINE
PROJECT

WHEREAS, the Navajo Nation, operating through the Navajo
Transitional Enerxgy Company (NTEC), rxecently acquired the Navajo Mine at
the Four Corners Power Plant (FCPP) from BHP Navajo Coal Company and
entered into an agreement with BHP Billiton (BHP) to operate the mine
through 2016; and

WHEREAS, the Four Corners Power Plant was recently reconfigured by
the closing down of three of its five units in order to reduce air
emissions and meet EPA visibility reculations; and

WHEREAS, NTEC, BHP and Arizona Public Sexrvice Company (APS), as
operator of FCPP, are seeking to obtzin necessary land leases,
environmental and regulatory permits, and other approvals from multiple
state, tribal and federal agencies needed to operate the plant and mine
into the future in order to continue to generate much needed electricity;
and

WHEEREAS, the continued operation of the Four Corners Power Plant
and Navajo Mine Project (Project) will directly eserve approximately758
highly skilled high-paying jobs occupied by lccal residents generating
over 100 million dollars in income, provide additional indirect jobs and
income to supporting businesses in the area providing goods and services
tc the Project, preserve the payment of tax revenues to San Juan County,
and will provide significant direct and indirect eccrnomic benefits to the
City of Farmington, San Juan County and the Four Corners Region.

o

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF
FARMINTON, that:

The City of Farmington expresses its support for the continued
operation of the Four Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine Project
{Project);

The City urges all state, tribal and federal agencies to quickly
and expeditiously grant the necessary leases, permits and other approvals
necessary for the Project to continue its current operations into the
future; and

City Staff is directed to forward copies of this resolution to
NTEC, BHP, APS, the Navajo Nation, the Environmental Protection Agency,
the US Fish and Wildlife Service, the NM Office of Surface Mining
Reclamation, and all other agencies that Staff may determine are involved
in this re-permitting process for the Project.

PASSED, APPROVED, SIGNED AND ADOPTED this 20th day of May, 2014,

Oty Bebey

Tommy Roberts, Mayor

ITEST:
NN JS

Dianne Smylie, City Clerk

L¥L# INTININOD
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5/28/2014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Four Corners - Navajo Mine DEIS comments

n COMMENT #148
o /)

BESON
CONNECT

Four Corners - Navajo Mine DEIS comments

CenturyLink Customer r

‘We have lived in Fruitlaind NM for the past 6 years. Our home is located directly between both power
plants. There is no doubt that extending the power plants existence would be a catastrophic decision for the
health of the environment and the residence of the four corners comnmmity.

Tue, May 20, 2014 at 8:32 AM

My wife teaches elementary school m Shiprock NM. She previously had taught m Peoria School District i
Phoenix AZ for 17 years. She has observed a frightening munber of children m this area with asthima and

even has a child in her kindergarten class bemg treated for cancer. We've been told by a doctor m the area | 145,001
that cancer rates m the four comers are way above the national average. We have seen first hand the

devastating health and environmental consequence's these coal plants have caused.

‘With any extension, it should be mmimal and tied to a mandatory 50% or higher of renewable energy

148.002
produced from the power plant. Please do the right thing. |

Respectfully,

Randy McKnight

1 g

Comment Letter 148.........cooviiiiiiiiiiiiie e McKnight, R.

Response 148.001

Thank you for your comment. Health and Safety is addressed in
Section 4.17 of the Draft EIS. Specifically, pages 4.17-22 through 4.17-
24 summarize the results of the human health risk assessment
performed for the project.

Response 148.002

Please see Master Response #3, Analyze Alternatives with Shorter
Lease Terms and Master Response #2, Renewable Energy
Alternatives.
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COMMENT 149 Comment Letter 149.. ..o Penner, C.
K, N
CONNECT Response 149.001
Continued operation of the Navajo Mine and Four Corners Power Plant Thank you for your comment. A complete discussion of

Socioeconomics is provided in Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS.

Chris A. Penner- Wed, May 21, 2014 at 8:12 PM

To whom it may concem:

Ilive, work and pay taxes in San Juan County. |am a college graduate with a Bacholer of
Science Degree, a registered voter and | care about the future of my country!

One of the obvious needs of our country's future is in stable employment. | hope that
intelligent decisions can be made in regards to the ongoing acquisition of the Navajo Mine and
ensuring that the mine and the power plant, that it now feeds, have a secure future for those
directly and indirectly employed because of their existence. When the employee headcounts
are taken as a reference to how many are there, we often neglect to consider the three or more
family members that are at home waiting for these employees to return home. We also neglect
to count the number of contractors, sales related employees, delivery drivers, shipping
employees and others that also have their jobs as a result of the operations of these
entities. All of these salaries further feed the salaries of the restaraunt workers,
teachers, mechanics and doctors that are kept employed in our region because of sources of
good paying jobs from the mine and the power plant. To cause these lives to all lose their
sources of income would definitely be a shame!

149.001

Thank you,

Chris A. Penner
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COMMENT #150 Comment Letter 150.......coviiiiiiiiiieiiiieec e Bowes, M.
CONNECT Response 150.001
Four Corners Power Plant Thank you for your comment. Please see Master Response #1,

Deficient Analysis.

Maggie Buwes_ Wed, May 21, 2014 at 7:25 AM

To Whom it May Concern

Response 150.002
The Four Comers area has been a dumping ground for contaminated air, polluted water and land that has been | 150.001 Thank you for your comment. Please see Master Response #2,
associated with the coal power from the Four Comers Power Plant and the Navajo Mine. Last year coal .
accounted for 39% of U.S. electricity generation (down from 50% from 2003-2008) and by the end of this decade, ReneWa.bIe Enel’gy Alternatlves.
nearly a quarter of the nation's coal-fired power plants are likely to be retired.
It is time to change the direction of coal power to renewable energy and gas which can support jobs, clean water | 150.002
and clean air.
The health of all the residents in the Four Comners area should be of upmost concern to all and the DEIS needs to
reevaluate the full economic, environmental and human health costs of this project.

Maggie Bowes
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