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I.  Introduction 
 
The Albuquerque Area Office (AAO) evaluated the effectiveness of the New Mexico 
Regulatory Program, administered by the New Mexico Mining and Minerals Division 
(MMD), in protecting the environment and public from off-site impacts (prohibited by 
the New Mexico Program) resulting from surface coal mining and reclamation 
operations.  Specific information on off-site impacts was collected and evaluated from 
July 1, 2008, through June 30, 2009 (evaluation period). 
 
The off-site resources that may be affected during mining and reclamation operations 
include the land, water, people, and structures.  Water resources include surface and 
ground water quality and quantity.  Fish and wildlife resources that may be impacted are 
included as part of water and land resources.   
 
The types of impacts that may affect these resources include, but are not limited to, 
blasting, land stability, and hydrologic impacts; unauthorized encroachments on to 
protected or non-permitted areas; and other impacts.  An off-site impact is normally one 
that occurs outside the permit area.  However, off-site impacts also may occur within a 
permit area but outside the approved disturbance area, such as an encroachment into a 
buffer zone or area prohibited from mining. 
 
The off-site information that was collected evaluated and reported on was the number of 
observations made, the number of impacts found, and the degree of impact.  Additional 
information on each impact included the type of impact, the resource affected, the 
number of permits or mine sites with observed off-site impacts, the number of permits or 
mine sites with observed off-site impacts, and the number of permits or mines evaluated.  
Each impact may affect more than one resource, i.e., a blasting impact may affect both 
land and people. 
 
Sources of information for this report include State inspection reports, notices of 
violation (NOV), and civil penalty assessment data, OSM’s ten-day-notices and 
inspection reports, citizen complaints, and special studies.  All complete inspections, both 
State and Federal, and any partial inspection that included an assessment of off-site areas 
were specifically considered observations.  Citizen complaints were used as a source of 
information; however, such complaints were considered observations only if impacts 
were identified by the State or OSM. 
 
An off-site impact is any occurrence that has been identified and verified.  An occurrence 
should have been noted in an NOV; however, off-site impacts that have not been the 
subject of an NOV can also be noted. 
 
The degree and type of impact was obtained from the civil penalty assessment data.  If an 
impact was identified that was not subject to a civil penalty assessment, the reviewer 
assessed the degree and type of impact.  The data indicates if the impact was minor, 
moderate, or major. 
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This report is independent from the annual report and is used as supporting 
documentation for the annual report.  It includes detailed information on the data 
collection, verification and analysis and draws conclusions on the effectiveness of the 
New Mexico Regulatory Program in preventing off-site impacts. 
 
II. Resources Affected 
 
1.  People 
 
There were no documented effects on people outside the permit areas of mines under the 
jurisdiction of MMD during EY-2009. 
 
2. Land 
 
There were no documented effects on lands outside the permit areas of mines under the 
jurisdiction of MMD during EY-2009: 
 
 
3.  Water 
 
There were no documented effects on water resources outside the permit areas of mines 
under the jurisdiction of MMD during EY-2009. 
 
4. Structures 
 
There were no documented effects on structures outside the permit areas of mines under 
the jurisdiction of MMD during EY-2009. 
 
III. Reclamation Success 
 
MMD did not grant any bond releases during EY-2009. A complete history of all bond 
releases granted by MMD since program approval appears in the table below.  

Mine Name Phase Amt. Released 
Acres 
Released Date Approved 

Ancho I $8,057,103.00 2,391.00 7/7/2004 
Ancho* Multi $3,131,860.00 2,419.00 1/5/2006 
Black Diamond I $134,597.00 23.00 1-3-1994 
Black Diamond II&III $89,732.00 245.00 1/8/2007 
Cimarron I $661,616.00 54.00 3/5/2004 
Cimarron** II&III $441,078.00 54.00 6/14/2005 
Carbon No. 2 I $2,976,687.00 468.40 10-19-1992 
Carbon No. 2 II $1,676,458.00 308.00 2-5-1999 
Carbon No. 2 Final $308,000.00 308.00 3-8-2002 
De-Na-Zin I $2,815,176.00 170.00 12-19-1991 
De-Na-Zin II $1,373,980.00 149.30 8-2-1999 
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De-Na-Zin Final $150,000.00 149.30 7/1/2003 
Fence Lake No. 1 I $665,829.00 92.60 2-11-1987 

Fence Lake No. 1 
II & 
Final $998,743.00 500.00 1/21/2004 

Fence lake Mine*** Final $7,739,773.00 0.00 5/6/2004 
Gateway I $703,113.00 144.10 5-11-1992 
Gateway II $260,811.00 144.10 4-3-2000 
Gateway Final $207,931.00 144.10 1/12/2004 
La Plata Mine I $0.00 672.00 7/19/2006 
Mentmore Section 33 I $0.00 203.00 5-16-1990 
Mentmore 9, 15,16 
&21 I $0.00 418.90 10-19-1992 
Mentmore 3 & 4 I & II $0.00 867.70 10/10/2003 
Mentmore 9,15, 16, 
21&33 II $0.00 1,131.70 10/10/2003 
Mentmore Industrial Final $0.00 455.70 2/9/1995 
Mentmore All  Final $1,587,000.00 1,587.40 6/24/2004 
McKinley Pre/Interim Liability $0.00 1,745.60 12-14-1994 
San Juan I $0.00 1,832.00 2-14-1994 
San Juan NW Pinion Final $0.00 236.74 5-24-2001 

San Juan Gravel Hill 
II & 
Final $0.00 627.10 7/19/2006 

San Juan Phase I 2005 I $0.00 771.00 6/27/2005 
York Canyon 
Surface**** Multi $887,530.00 265.00 12/8/2005 
York Canyon Surface I&II $5,525,319.00 1,053.00 9-24-2001 
York Canyon 
Underground I&II $2,210,019.00 190.00 9-24-2001 
York Canyon 
Underground***** Mulit $8,963,796.00 476.00 3/22/2006 
     
Total Releases  $51,566,151.00 2,0074.74  

 
*                   6 acres Industrial PMLU 
 **                 Industrial PMLU 

  ***  Permit withdrawn, no disturbance 
  ****  Final on 189 acres Industrial PMLU 
  *****  Final on 124 acres Industrial PMLU 
 
The New Mexico Regulatory Program has been very consistent in preventing off-site 
impacts from coal mining operations within its jurisdiction since OSM began tracking 
these occurrences.   
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