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8 COMPLIANCE WITH AIR AND WATER QUALITY LAWS AND REGULATIONS 

8.1 Air Pollution Control and Clean Water Act, and Health and Safety Compliance 

The air pollutant of concern in mining activities is fugitive particulate emissions.  The emissions are 

minimized by various control measures, as described in Section 40 – Environmental Protection, including 

periodic watering of frequently traveled roads, revegetation as soon after regrading as possible, and 

efficient topsoil storage procedures to minimize wind erosion.  In all mining activities, mine personnel will 

make an effort to minimize fugitive dust emissions and ensure that total suspended particulate standards are 

not violated by Navajo Mine.  See Section 26 – Drainage Control Plan for additional information. 

 

An air quality monitoring report will be submitted to OSM within 60 days of the end of each calendar 

quarter.  If measurements at a particular monitor exceed the 24-hour air quality standard for PM10,
 an 

initial assessment will be submitted as part of the respective quarterly report.  The National Ambient Air 

Quality Standards (NAAQS)/New Mexico Ambient Quality Standards (NMAAQS) 24-hour reference 

standard for PM10 is 150 ug/m3. 

 

To comply with the requirements of the Clean Water Act, point source discharges comply with the 

provisions of the existing National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit.  See 

Appendix 8.A for permit requirements and Exhibit 8-1 for outfall locations.  The oil/chemical bulk storage 

and transfer areas are provided with secondary containment and/or drainage control systems so that any 

accidental leakage or spills are controlled, cleaned up and collected.  All collected waste oils are sold for 

reprocessing or contracted to be disposed of properly.  

 

Sediment ponds will be inspected following a precipitation event that exceeds the 10-year, 6-hour event of 

1.3 inches as measured at the automated MET I precipitation gauge for Area 1 and MET II for Areas 2 and 

3.  The inspection will occur within 36 hours (conditions permitting) after the end of the day (12:00 am) in 

which the precipitation occurs.  The inspection will record the following items: structure identification, date 

and time of inspection, staff gauge reading, condition and function of spillways (inlet and outlet) and 

embankment, whether a water sample was taken, and any downstream flows and possible causes. 

 

Drainage from the coal plant area flows to zero discharge ponds.  The sewage is treated in a water 

treatment package plant, the discharge of which goes to an evaporation pond.  See Section 22.3 – Water, 

Sewage, and Other Utility Facilities for additional information. 

 

Hydrologic monitoring reports are submitted quarterly and a detailed report is submitted twice during the 

permit term.  See Section 40 – Environmental Protection for additional information. 
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Appendix 8.A 

 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit 

Permit No. 0028193 
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