
STATE OF COLORADO RECLAMATION PLAN REQUIREMENTS and  
KEY APPROVED RECLAMATION ACTIONS      
  
Timetable to complete reclamation 
 Final reclamation anticipated to be completed  
      in 2033. 
 

Cost estimate of reclamation  
 $260,571,633 (in 2013 dollars).  
 
Backfilling, soil stabilization, compacting, and grading 
 Backfill previously mined out areas with overburden from successive cut. 
 Grade backfilled mining areas to blend into the undisturbed areas. 
 Reshape the final surface to approximate the pre-mining topography. 
 
Topsoil removal, handling, and redistribution 
 Remove topsoil and redistribute or stockpile as necessary. 
 Grade to minimize erosion and minimize slippage before topsoil placement. 
 

Re-vegetation 
 Fertilize, prepare surface, and develop berms/contour furrows. 
 Seed with mixture of grasses, forbs, and shrub species. 
 Target establishing browse species for livestock grazing/wildlife 

on 60% to 80% of the reclaimed area. 
 Target establishing sage grouse brood-rearing habitat on more   

than 30% of the reclaimed area. 
 

Handling materials that constitute a fire hazard 
 Protect flammable liquid storage areas with earthen, concrete, or lined structures 
 

Measures to seal mine and other openings 
 Line open water supply wells and monitoring holes  
     with steel casing and fit with caps 
 Fill abandoned drill holes with cement that are located  
      in areas that will not be mined. 
  
Steps to comply with Clean Air Act and Clean Water Act 
 Comply with Colorado Air Pollution Control Division permits.   
 Comply with National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit.    
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