
Purpose and Need   
 The Purpose for this project is for Colowyo to exercise its federal coal lease 

rights to access and mine undeveloped federal coal reserves.  
 
 The Need for this action is established by the Secretary of the Interior’s      

responsibility under the Mineral Leasing Act of 1920 and the Surface Mining 
Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 to evaluate and respond to Colowyo’s 
proposed mining plan before they may conduct surface mining and            
reclamation operations on the lands containing leased federal coal.  

 
Proposed Action Overview 
 
 The Proposed Action is implementing a mining plan to mine two pits: the 

Collom Lite Pit and the Little Collom X Pit in the project area. 
 
 The new pits would cover a total of 1,093 acres. 
 
 Mining of the coal would be via truck/

shovel, and dragline mining techniques. 
 
 Temporary spoil pile areas or an          

adjoining mined-out pit would be used to 
store overburden materials. 

 
 Mined coal would be hauled to a        

primary crusher where it would be 
loaded into haul trucks and transported 
approximately 6 miles on  a new haul 
road northeast along Jubb Creek to the 
existing Gossard loadout. 

 
 Additional mining support facilities would be constructed within the          

proposed expansion area. 
 
 Proposed operations would disturb a total of 2,244.2 acres over 20-40 years. 

 Colowyo Mine  
OSM Collom Expansion Area EA 

Purpose and Need 
Proposed Action Overview 

Active surface  mining at the Colowyo Coal Mine 
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